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Following church service I have often been told by members 
and visitors, “That was a beautiful service.” I respond with the 
courteous, “Thank you,” not giving any thought to what was 
kindly mentioned by the worshipper. So, I have pondered this 
idea, “Is the service divine or is it the Divine service?” 

The word Divine of course refers to God. So Divine Service 
then is God’s service to people. According to the Scriptures, 
people are poor, sinful beings who are helpless to do anything 
about their situation. Their only hope is in God and that He 
will rescue them. This is the way it has always been, and 
throughout Scripture we can read again and again how God 
comes to the aid of His people and rescues them. This has not 
changed. It is still true for us today. In this fallen world, God 
always has been and always will be the source of grace and 
people always have been and always will be the recipient of His 
grace.  

Based on this, we call our church service the Divine Service. In 
the Divine Service, God comes to us; He is Immanuel (God 
with us), who comes to meet His people (church), to forgive 
them (absolution), to speak to them (His word), to listen to 
them (prayer), to give them His very self (Lord’s Supper), to 
bless them (benediction), and to go with them back into their 
daily lives. In the Divine Service God takes the place of 
importance and gives us His gifts. We then respond in faith. 
Faith says back to God what He first spoke to us in His Word. 
Faith puts its full trust in God and responds by showing love 
toward people - family, friends, neighbors, strangers, and yes 
even enemies.  

The Divine Service is Christ-centered (Christocentric) and not 
man-centered (anthropocentric). Therefore, the Divine Service 
is structured differently than other church services. Each part 
of the service begins with God Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
(invocation), His word, His presence, and His promises and 
then continues with our faith response of trust, praise, and 
thanksgiving. He gives His gifts; we receive His gifts and 
respond to them. This is what the Lutheran church Divine 
Service is all about.  

How does God give us His gifts in the Divine Service? He uses 
the marks of the church, that is, in His Word and Sacraments 
God comes to us through His Holy Spirit and gives us His gifts 
of forgiveness, life, and salvation. Through His Word we hear 
God’s Word of Law and Gospel. God’s Word of Law tells us 

of our sinfulness and need for 
a Savior. God’s Word of 
Gospel tells us that Jesus is 
our Savior and that He has 
accomplished all that is 
necessary for our salvation. 
The Holy Spirit, working 
through God’s Word, creates 
saving faith and strengthens 
that faith each time we hear 
and believe in that Word of 
God. Faith believes in Jesus and receives the gifts that Jesus 
won for all people in His life, suffering, death, and 
resurrection.  

God also comes to us and gives us His gifts in the Sacraments 
of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Both Sacraments, instituted 
and commanded by Christ, connect us to Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, which of course is the way that Jesus paid the 
price for sin and won victory over our enemies, sin, death, and 
the devil. His victory assures all who have faith in Him of 
salvation and eternal life. In the Sacraments Jesus comes 
personally to give us His gifts. Jesus commands His followers, 
that is, believers to baptize and receive the Lord’s Supper 
often. He commanded this so that He could come to them and 
give them His gracious gifts. This is how God gives us His gifts 
in the Divine Service, but now a little more about His Word. 

In His Word God has two messages for hearers. He speaks 
Law and He speaks Gospel. The Law is God’s message of 
judgment against sin. The Gospel is God’s message of 
forgiveness of sin in Christ. It is His gracious response to sin 
and guilt.  

The Law differentiates, that is, it distinguishes. It says that I 
have failed God and I have failed others. The Law forces me to 
measure myself against the standard of the Ten 
Commandments. Furthermore, the Law has the malicious 
ability of making me better than others and it also has the nasty 
ability of making me worse than others. Not only does that all 
sound confusing, but it is also impossible to keep. 

On the other hand, the Gospel makes us all the same. When I 
am serving my neighbor (which is law), then I am different and 



unique because each of us serves in our own way using the 
unique talents and gifts God has given us. But, when I am 
being served, (which is Gospel), then I am just like every one 
else. I am equally as sinful as you. And I am equally as forgiven 
as you. We are the same. We are identical. Of course my sins 
might be more or less profound, more or less shocking, and 
more or less creative than yours. But in Christ both you and I 
are declared righteous, clothed and covered in the 
righteousness of the heavenly Bridegroom, and cleansed in the 
blood of the Lamb. Sin, which makes us different and which 
divides us, is forgiven. Good works, which distinguish and 
divide us, are irrelevant when it comes to salvation. So we are 

the same. I say this because the Divine Service reflects this.  

The Divine Service is Gospel oriented. In it we are all the 
same. Praise services are based on the good works of people, 
which divide. As I say this, I realize some may become 
offended. Please understand that is not my intention. I say this 
because I think something here is important to take note: the 
Divine Service is able to stand alone without the addition of 
music in any of its parts. The rite (words) of the Divine Service 
as it is in our hymnals can stand alone. It does not need music 
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to make it what it is. It can be conducted completely without 
music, and will not lack anything in substance. Don’t get me 
wrong, I’m all for music in the Divine Service, but my point 
is: can the services commonly called “Praise services” do that?  

Another thing that dawned on me was that in our singing, 
music exists for the words, not words for the music. Music is 
only the servant, not the master. The Word is our Master and 
He is good in His service. He has given us the gift of music for 
our pleasure and not as a means of grace for salvation.  

In the Divine Service God comes to us bringing and offering 
His gift of salvation in Christ. In Praise services God sits off 
passively receiving praise. Nothing wrong with praising God, I 
do it all the time in prayers of thanksgiving, singing 
emotionally charged Christian music coming from my radio or 
iPod, praising God for good weather or in the hearing of good 
news.  

In the Divine Service God actively serves us. He is not off at a 
distance waiting for us to act. In the Divine Service God is at 
work giving us what we need most, forgiveness of sin, life, and 
salvation. To be sure, it has eternal implications. The Praise 
service might make us feel good for a while, but it contains 
nothing eternal. In the Divine Service Christ is there for you in 
Word and Sacrament. In Praise services we are there for 
Christ. What is of more comfort and benefit, God giving 
eternal salvation or us giving our praises to God?  

The Divine Service is Gospel based and Christ-centered. The 
Good News of what Jesus has done for us fills the entire 
Service. The means whereby God promises to be present and 
to distribute the forgiveness that Jesus won are employed in 
the Divine Service; they are His Word and Sacraments. 
Through these means, in this Divine Service, God offers to 
condemned sinners what they need most, the forgiveness of 
their sins. 

Inside this edition of the Redeemer Newsletter you will find a 
pamphlet containing a historic look at the frequency of Holy 
Communion. Please take the time to read it. Like with all 
changes, they are not always initially received well. However, 
when coming to the realization of God serving His people in 
both Word and Sacrament, isn’t it comforting to know that 
every Lord’s Day here at Redeemer, His Word and Sacrament 
will be offered and given to penitent sinners in the Divine 
Service? 

 
In His Service, 
Pastor Kress 
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As usual, time is flying by.  It seems like only yesterday that we were beginning 
to bid adieu to our friends who spend the summers in the north.  Now we are 
starting to see them arrive back to their winter homes in warm and sunny 
Florida.  Those of us who stay in Florida year round tend to forget how quickly 
the weather turns on September 1st.  It's as though someone throws a switch 
and the temp starts to plummet.  In any case we are glad to see them returning 
and we will be welcoming them in the up coming weeks. 
Last month I informed you that we were about to begin the sound absorption 
project in the meeting room at the Fellowship Hall.  It is now complete and I 
couldn't be more pleased with the results.  We were able to accomplish this 
improvement with minimal disruption.  The contractors who did the work are 
Merrill Heating & AC, Able Electric and Davidson Insulation.  They are highly 
qualified in the work they perform and they are local contractors and I 
recommend them highly.  I want to express my thanks and gratitude to the 
Ladies Guild for their generous donation to the cost of this project.  I welcome 
your comments on the results of this project. 
As you know, the congregation voted overwhelmingly to approve the loan 
from the endowment fund to the Child Care for the purchase of new 
playground equipment to meet the new state standards.  The funds are in house 
and the equipment has been ordered.  I believe that this upgrade to our 
playground will further elevate Redeemer Child Care to the top echelon of 
local child care facilities.  This was a classic win–win deal.  Child Care was able 
to get funding at a very affordable rate and the overall value of the Redeemer 
campus was improved.  All at no cost to the endowment fund.  I once again 
want to thank the congregation for your support of this worthy endeavor. 
By now you have all seen the announcement that Holy Communion will be 
offered at all services beginning in October.  Both the Board of Elders and the 
Church Council were unanimously in favor to this change in our church 
schedule.  I hope you all agree.  As welcome as this change is, it also presents a 
challenge.  We will need more support for the Altar Guild.  I encourage all of 
you to seriously consider making yourselves available to become members of 
the Altar Guild.  It is a worthwhile and rewarding effort.  Additionally, I need 
to remind you that the Altar Guild is not restricted to women.  That's right 
men, you are welcome to become members of the Guild.  Contact Jennifer in 
the office and advise her of your willingness to be part of the team.  We also 
would like to have more men to serve as communion assistants.  When you 
volunteer for this duty, it will be one of the most meaningful experiences in 
your church life.  Please give serious consideration to making yourselves 
available for this honor. 
Very soon your council will begin the budget preparation process for the 2012 
budget.  We all take this duty very seriously and ask for your prayers to guide 
us in our deliberations.  We take very seriously our duty to be good stewards 
of the money that you worked hard to earn and now generously contribute to 
our church.  I assure you that there will be no fat in this budget.  The first 
budget meeting will be held on October 7th at 9am and I hope all who have 
budget responsibilities will be present or will have submitted their budget 
requirements prior to the meeting.  Be assured that your council takes this task 
very seriously. 
In closing I want to say that I am very pleased with the way things are going at 
Redeemer.  We have weathered the storms and are emerging on a bright and 
sunny new day.  Thanks be to God.  Respectfully submitted, Ed Sheahan 



The BIG RED BUS will be at Redeemer the following 
Sundays:  October 23, December 12, February 12, 2012 
and April 8, 2012 from 8:30 am until 1:00 pm. 

Please consider donating to this life-saving cause.  There 
is no upper age limit and even if you've had health 
problems you may still be eligible.  You will receive a 
mini-physical to make sure you are physically able to 
donate safely.  If this is your first donation, be assured 

you will be well taken care of and you'll realize how easy 
and painless it is. 

All blood donated in our area stays right here.  Florida 
Blood Center services Charlotte Regional, Englewood 
Community, Fawcett Memorial, and Venice Regional 
Hospitals. 
 
Submitted by Carol Sheahan 
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BLOOD DRAW - THE BIG RED BUS 

Redeemer’s Additional Fall Bible Study Opportunities 

TUESDAY 
MORNING BIBLE 
CLASS:  Beginning 
Tuesday, October 4th at 
10 am we will get 
together in Fellowship 
Hall for the 
continuation of the 
study of the Gospel 
according to John.  This 
Gospel focuses 
beautifully on both the 
promise of everlasting 
life and the bodily resurrection of those who trust in Jesus.  As 
we study the words of Jesus as recorded by John, we shall take 
comfort in His many great and precious promises to us.  His 
words are spirit, and they are life!  Just as the disciples 
reflected for years on Jesus’ simple yet profound words, 
commit His words to heart, consider them with hope, and 
grow in faith by them.  Even now, Jesus, the Word made 
flesh, is working for your blessing and preparing an eternal 
home for you.  Join us for this exciting and refreshing study.  
The only requirement is that you bring your Bible.  If you 
don’t have one, one will be supplied for you. 

THURSDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE CLASS:  Again 
our Ladies will gather in Fellowship Hall for Bible Class 
beginning Thursday, October 6th at 10 am.  We will also 
continue to use GOOD NEWS magazine as the guide for our 
study.  This fall we will venture into the study on “The Names 
of Jesus.”  In Romans 8:26, St. Paul says, “We do not know how to 
pray as we should.”  In the last 2,000 years, some of the world’s 
best Bible scholars, including Augustine, Luther, and others, 
repeatedly referred to and explained this key Bible verse.  
GOOD NEWS magazine has also frequently repeated the same 
verse and will continue to do so.  Few sections of Scripture, all 

of which come directly from the mind of God, better describe 
how most Christians often feel.  They feel so confused about 
their life, their home, their family – yes, even their own faith – 
that they “know not how to pray” for help.  What should they say?  
How should they begin?  This issue of GOOD NEWS will help 
you!  It gives you simple tools to help you get each day started 
in the right direction for knowing how to pray or to once again 
initiate a prayer life.  What are these tools?  The names of Jesus 
used to describe Himself and divine names ascribed to Him.  By 
knowing these simple descriptive names of Jesus, you can more 
readily and daily seek help from your blessed Savior.  Through 
His names you know clearly how Jesus is offering to help you 
and what He is promising to give you.  Come join us on 
Thursday mornings at 10 am to read and hear and see some of 
Jesus’ names.  The beautiful art contained in this issue of GOOD 
NEWS will also assist you in memorizing and recalling these 
names, so that, when you are discouraged, confused, or 
depressed, you will know “how to pray” in a God-pleasing way. 

Submitted by Pastor Kress 
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USHERS ARE NEEDED! 
USHERS ARE NEEDED.  October will begin two worship services and there is a need for 4 ushers per 
service.  Please prayerfully consider becoming an usher and sign up in the Narthex.  If you have any 
questions or wish a walk-through of usher duties, please contact Tom Kirkland at 941-474-6407 or 
941-456-5550.  

TALENT SHOW 
Get ready!!!  The Talent Show is November 11th!!!! 

PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 
Please join us for our monthly “Property Appreciation” Day on the second Saturday of the month, OCTOBERR 8th!!!  
Join us in keeping our buildings and properties beautiful.  There’s a little something to do for anyone willing to help... 
For more information please contact Charlie Vovcsko at 941-266-5118.  THANK YOU! - Property Management  

From the Treasurer's Desk 

2011 Church Actual vs. Budget 
Through Aug. 31, 2011 

 
 OFFERINGS BUDGET                      OFFERINGS RECEIVED                   EXPENSES 
      $168,635.36              $136,855.27                            $155,224.48 

 QUIZ 

ACCORDING TO HOLY SCRIPTURE AND THE 
LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS WHICH ONE OF THE 
FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES THE TEACHING 
WHEN JESUS SAYS, "TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY 
BODY. TAKE AND DRINK; THIS IS MY BLOOD?" 
 

Transubstantiation 

Consubstantiation 

Symbolic Memorialism 

Spiritual Communication 

Ask Pastor Kress for the full answer! 

REMINDER:  QUARTERLY VOTER’S MEETING  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16th BETWEEN SERVICES! 



REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
August 8, 2011 

Present:  Ed Sheahan, Pastor Kress, Tim Byrne, Bill Bowers, Pat Luedtke, Rich Kueker, Karen Kirkland, Deb Kueker, Charlie Vovcsko, Dorothy Sinowetski 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by President Ed Sheahan.  Pastor opened with a reading from Ps. 86:1-7. 
 
The minutes of July 11, 2011 were presented.  A clarification was made that Rich & Deb Kueker should be noted as guests and “future” office holders upon 
their registration as Voters.  BILL BOWERS MOVED, PAT LUEDTKE SECONDED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS CORRECTED.  MOTION 
CARRIED.   

• Ed Reported his appointment of Rich Kueker as Vice President will take effect after his registration as a Voter. 

• Ed reported that Deb Kueker would serve on the Assimilation Board but will not be the chair until at least October when Jane Hoivik returns. 

• The September calendar was presented and updated. 

REPORTS 
PASTOR:  Reported he has completed counseling sessions and he feels renewed. 

• A corporate “Worship & Absolution” will be held on Aug. 21 at 3:00 PM and will be conducted by Rev. Walton, President of the FL/GA District. 

• Ed & Tim have given their full support. 

• The FL/GA Convocation will be Sept. 28 - 30 in Daytona Beach.  Early registration by Aug. 26 is $180.00 each and includes meals.  Hotel room for two 
nights is about $119.00.  Cost is about $418 for one person or $598.00 for double in one room. 

TIM BYRNE MADE A MOTION TO FUND UP TO FOUR PERSONS (THOSE IN POSITION OF LEADERSHIP) THE COST TO BE TAKEN FROM THE 
CONFERENCE/CONVENTION BUDGET, SUBJECT TO CHANGE IF MORE PEOPLE ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING.  PAT LUEDTKE 
SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED. 
PAT LUEDTKE MOVED, KAREN KIRKLAND SECONDED THE TREASURER TO DETERMINE IF THE GRANT FUNDS IN #2105 OF $2,870,12 IS 
AVAILABLE.  MOTION CARRIED. 

• Gene and Pat Eiler, Associates, have been removed as they are attending Lakeside. 

• Erna Abel and Ethel Abel will be received into membership this coming Sunday. 

• At the last Stone Crab baseball game, Sept 3, Pastor will throw the first pitch. 
 
PRESIDENT:  Ed expressed his admiration for Pastor, who did not fail, but faltered a little but confessed his faults before the Voter’s Assembly and has gotten 
help and has changed.  This is the beginning of a New Day.  Thanks be to God. 

• Hopefully work will soon begin on sound proofing the small room.  A request was made to the Endowment Committee for $6,000 and there is about 
$4,500 in the Bohm Fund. 

 
ELDERS:  Tim reported that Kevin Hopkins has joined the Elders.  He also reported the Elders are very pleased and proud of Pastor Kress’s progress and 
outcome. 
 
TREASURER:  Reports attached.   

• Compared to last year, income is lower, but so are expenses.  This is common for the summer months. 

• The gift of Stocks was received.  A discussion was had as to where to put them.  TIM BYRNE MOVED, CHARLIE VOVSCKO SECONDED, TO 
ESTABLISH AN INTEREST BEARING ACCOUNT WITH LCEF.  MOTION CARRIED.  It was suggested that this fund could be used when a request 
for financial help is received along with the “Good Samaritan Fund”. 

 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT:  Charlie reported the stove should be replaced. 
 
OUTREACH:  Karen Kirkland reporting. 

• 25 people signed up for the Ice Cream Social. 

• The theme for the Englewood Pioneer Days Parade is “Spirit of Englewood”.  Work is being done on our float.  Help is needed to man the booth.  The 
Toe Tappers have agreed to march with the float and hand out goodies.  Our Theme is “Gifts of the Spirit”. 

 
SCHOOL BOARD:   

• Bill Bowers reported they will be counting the Ballots on Thursday. A 2/3 affirmative vote is needed to receive the loan from the Endowment Fund to 
be used to purchase sturdy playground equipment. 

• VPK will begin after Labor Day in September. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm with prayer and the Doxology. 
 
Dorothy Sinowetski, Congregation Secretary 
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REMINDER 
The Newsletter deadline for the October Newsletter is 
October 16th.  Please have all your submissions to the church 
office by that time.  Thank you.  Electronic submissions are 
best sent to redeemerfl@verizon.net 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
A very special thank you to everyone for the prayers regarding 
my surgery and healing, as well as the food, visits and all the 
lovely cards!  And thanks to God for all his many blessings. 

 - Lessie Kirch 

The Nsenga are a group of almost two million people who live 
in south central Africa in the countries of Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
and Mozambique.  There are many Nsenga Christians, and 
many Christian groups are active in mission and evangelism 
among the Nsenga people. 
This means that many Nsenga who do not know a second 
language do not have access to the Bible at all.  In addition, the 
teaching of the Bible are not always clearly understood in a 
second language, leaving many Nsenga in confusion about their 
faith and susceptible to influence from traditional African 
religious beliefs, such as witchcraft, spiritism and sorcery. 
Because of this need, Nsenga church and community leaders 
formed a committee to begin an Nsenga Bible Translation.  

LUTHERAN BIBLE TRANSLATORS 
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They are working to establish a team of mother tongue  
translators, reviewers, and helpers from the Nsenga speaking 
churches in their area.  LBT will be appointed to serve as 
Translators because of their training in translation, theology, 
and linguistics, and Christian knowledge of the original 
languages of Scripture.  This project will take years to 
complete, but it is worth the effort.  The goal is to mot only 
put an Nsenga Bible in the people’s hands, but to help put 
God’s Word in the people heart’s so that the miracle of the 
first Pentecost might be repeated: “We heard the wonders of 
God in our own tongue!” 

Submitted by Margie Cypher 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
Last month in the Newsletter, you had a refresher course on 
the background of Stephen Ministry.  You learned how many 
people have been served on a 1 to 1 bases following a crisis or 
need in their lives.  Yet, their were times when someone 
could not be served as a Stephen Minister was not 
available.  As stated, we will be offering the educational 
classes to become a Stephen Minister in January, 2012.  We 
pray that each of you will pray and search your heart as you 
make your decision.  To help you, we would like to share a 
few traits that may help you: 

1.  Determination - means being committed to the process of 
training to be a Stephen Minister.  The training involves 50 
hours of training/preparation.  In the past, we have met for 
approximately 5 hours once a week for approximately 10 
weeks.  This is flexible if those training and leaders agree. 

2.  Responsibility - revolves around accepting the time 
commitment to the classes, the readings necessary in 
preparation for the classes, and the required ongoing 
continuing educational meetings following completion of the 
training.  These meetings are held on the first and third 
Thursday each month, starting at 6:30pm. 

3.  Confidence - believe in yourself and know you CAN do 
this with God's help and proper training.  It has been 
proven, congregations that do NOT follow the ongoing 
educational meetings following completion of the training, do 
not succeed and their Stephen Ministry program goes by the 
wayside. 

4.  Love - this is a powerful emotion.  Our love for God as His 
servant, doing what He has called us to do, allows Him to work 
through us, providing the needed care to others.  As is so often 
stated during your training, God is the Curegiver, we are His 
caregiver!  God's plan has always been, people reaching people 
in His name. 

5.  Attitude - is about making choices/decisions and following 
through to accomplish your goal.  We grow through our serving 
one another, through initial training, ongoing inservices and 
discussions.  Any Stephen Minister will tell you, that they learn 
and grow more through each care receiver they care for than 
what they feel they give.   This, again, is God's gift to us.  What 
an awesome God we have! 

God has given each of us talents to be used for His glory.  We 
ask that you pray and open your hearts to the idea of the 
training being offered to become a Stephen Minister.  The Bible 
tells us to "Serve the Lord with gladness."  It also tells us in 
Galatians 6:2, "Bear one another's burden and in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ."  Feel free to talk with any of the 
Stephen leaders or Ministers. 

  

Yours in Christ, 
Carol Carlos - (941) 255-3354 
Carol Haupt - (941) 460-8830 
Nancy Hall - (586) 752-3253 



STEWARDSHIP 

Christian stewardship is the free and joyous 

activity of the child of God and God’s family, the 

church, in managing all of life and life’s resources 

for God’s purposes.  Many people may argue that 

Christian stewardship is more about following laws, 

rules and instructions than it is about free and 

joyous activity. 

 

Historically, believing and living as Christians has 

also been more about laws, rules and instructions 

than it has been about a free and joyous way of 

living.  On October 31 we will join with Christians 

around the world in celebrating the 494th 

ann iversary of  the  Lutheran 

Reformation.  In the years leading up 

to the reformation some serious false 

teachings had crept into the basics of 

the Christian life and faith so that 

people felt like they were slaves to all 

kinds of rules and regulations.  

Christianity was not very free and 

joyous.  The good news of being 

saved by God’s grace through faith in 

Jesus Christ, who died for our salvation, was in 

danger of being hidden from God’s people.  Jesus 

died so that we might have life and have it 

abundantly and joyfully.  One of the key passages 

that opened Martin Luther’s eyes to the true way of 

salvation was, of all things, from an Old Testament 

book.  He found it in Habakkuk 2:4a: “The just 

[righteous] shall live by faith!” [NIV] 

 

This discovery led to a new and refreshing way to 

look at the contents of the Bible.  It is easy to find 

all kinds of laws, rules and commandments and get 
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the idea that if you want to be right with God you 

must obey all of these laws, rules and 

commandments.  The problem is that because of 

our sinful natures we are not able to keep all these 

laws, rules and commandments and are pretty much 

left with the options of either trying harder or 

giving up.  Neither of these options leads to a life 

that is free and joyous. 

 

The Bible contains all kinds of laws, rules and 

instructions for our Christian living, but these laws, 

rules and instructions are not written for the 

purpose of saving us.  Rather, they drive us to the 

good news of salvation through the 

suffering, death and resurrection of 

Jesus.  Forgiveness of our sins frees us 

from past failures and opens up a new 

way of living.  “Don’t you know that 

all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His 

death?  We were therefore buried with 

Him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 

too may live a new life.”  [Romans 6:3-4 NIV] 

 

Through Christ we are freed from “have to living” 

to move toward “get to living .”  What a refreshing 

freedom for us to live godly lives not in order to be 

saved, but because we have been saved. 

 

Truly, God’s redeemed stewards, in cooperation 

with and encouragement from fellow redeemed 

stewards, freely and joyfully manage all of life and 

life’s resources for God’s purposes.” 

“Faith, like light, should always be simple and 

unbending; while love, like warmth, should 

beam forth on every side and bend to every 

necessity of our brethren.”  

—Martin Luther 
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LADIES GUILD 
The monthly meeting of the Ladies Guild will be held on 
Wednesday, October 5th at 12:30 pm in the Social Hall.  It is 
very important that the members of Redeemer support the 
Ladies Guild. 

For the October meeting the men and women of Redeemer 
are invited to attend.  The speaker will be a representative 
from “IDENTITY  STRONGHOLD”, a local company that 

informs you about identity theft and how you can block the 
personal information, being sent from your credit cards, 
passports, and other ID cards in your wallet.. 

The Ladies Guild needs the support of the members of 
Redeemer at their meetings and with the programs and 
projects for the coming year. 
Submitted by Margie Cypher 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Sunday School Rally Day was a fantastic time for all!! The 
children and adults enjoyed the water slide and the dunk tank.   
Also, many members of the congregation enjoyed food and 
fellowship.  I would like to thank all of those that helped in a 
very BIG way….Joe and Carol Carlos, Dennis and Pam 
Replinger, Karen and Tommy Kirkland, Ray and Dolores 
Altmann, Bill Bowers, Doris Dykhuizen, Ty and Judy Schulte, 
Kevin and Trisha Hopkins, Jim and Mary Kay Straw, Jim Kress 
Jr., Matt Geist, Sheila and Alex Murphy, Dorothy Sinowetski, 
Charlie and Carol Vovcsko, Wendy Horvath, Tim Byrne and 
Pastor Kress and all of those that brought dishes to pass!!    
 

Sunday School Rally Day is an opportunity to welcome 
children from the community and the child care to our church 
and offer the opportunity to learn about Jesus at Sunday 
School, as well as give the children that are a part of the 
Sunday School program a chance to have fun! We are blessed 
at Redeemer by a caring Sunday School staff and a great 
curriculum that teaches and shares the love of Christ in the 
Old and New Testament, as well as bringing in the Catechism 
and the Liturgy of our church.  Please look forward to the 
children singing in church at the 10:30 service on Reformation 
and for the Christmas program with the child care! 
In Christ,  
Lisa Kress 

                     



2nd  
8:00AM - Ed & Carol Sheahan 
10:30AM - Sam Jollay, Ray Janssen   

9th   
8:00AM - Ray & Dolores Altmann 
10:30AM - Joe & Judy Scarangella   

16th  
8:00AM - Ed & Carol Sheahan 
10:30AM - Sam Jollay, Ray Janssen   

23rd  
8:00AM - Erna Abel, Mickie Abel 
10:30AM - Arlene Harden, Linda Rogers  

30th 
8:00AM - Helen Plank 
10:30AM - YOUTH  

Provided by Assimilation 

2nd  
Arlene Harden, Linda Rogers 
 
9th   
Jane Hoivik, Linda Rogers 
 
16th  
Elma Cancellieri, Karen Kirkland 

 

23rd  
Donna Antonelli, Clare Kieselburg 

 

30th 
YOUTH 

Provided by Assimilation 

GREETERS COFFEE HOUR 

PRAYERS 

SHUT-INS:  Marjorie Boliere, Gloria Carlson, Evelyn Etheridge, Ruth Jansch, Jim Prather, and Ruth Sutley. 

HEALING: Members:  Cecil Grahl, Bernice Heppner, Dick & Lorraine Hughes, Bob Johnson, Lessie Kirch, Cliff 

Larsen, Gary Lute, Sandy McGrath, Clara Mitchell, Herb Petersen, Don Plesner, Steve Procuk, Duwayne Schoeneck, 
Ed Sita, Marie Talley, Ronald Woller, Eileen Zwick. 

Friends & Relatives:  Lorraine Agens, Noel Antonelli, Linny Aspery, Mary Beaber, Grace Blum, Georgia Bush, Jack 
& Cathy Carlos, Debbie Carr, Ted Carr, Bobbett Clark, Carly DeFeos, Renee Dempsey, John Denick, Irene 

DiTommaso, Nick Frees, Manual Galan, Glenn Galway, Malia Grayer, Ellen Hammerschlag, Debbie Harrison, Larry 

Headun, Claudette Hendershot, Glory Herget, Bill Hillis, Robin Hincman, Tom Holt, Stanley Jablonski, Douglas 

Johnson, Heather Johnson, Betty Kabert, Rachel Kagay, Marinela Kandt, Julie Keck, Randy Kirkland, Jim Lane, 

Denise Lines, Sean Maki, Elsie Malecki, Dan Mason, Joe Manson, Patrick McCord, Pete Mogg, Linda Mohr, John 
Molle, The Family and Friends of Leona Morrison, Kaye Gene Mortenson, Ann Nagel, Judy Nagel, Rev. Gary 

Nehring, Dan Niemann, Darwin & Noreen Oliver, Charles Pentecost Jr., Ronnie Powers, Mary Raines, Sherrie 

Rhoades, Delaney Saunders, Nancy Sly, Debbie Speer Smith, Michael Stio, Eva Tabbitas, Samantha Jo Ann Toth, 

Phyllis Tucker, Helen Weishaar, Cindy Whitaker, Gordan Winkel, Reece Withers. 

Military Personnel: Daniel Anderson, Matthew Anderson, Adam Buchner, Eric Byrne, Kevin Copeman, 

Christopher Dutch, Michael Garza, Christopher Hankins, Jonathan Hibbard, Jonathan Hudson, Nathan Hudson, Brian 
Jackson, Katherine Janssen, Keith Janssen, Josh Johnson, Joshua Jones, Eric Kieselburg, Jesse Krone, Michael Monson, 

Jesse Morse, Christian Mosser, Jeremy Schaitz, Scott Senna, Brandon Smith, Jeremy Twombly, Matthew Walenta, and 

Charles Weishaar. 
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PIONEER DAYS PARADE! 
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CHILD CARE NEWS 

PAGE 12 REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - OCTOBER 2011 

Bible Lessons 

Chapel is on Mondays at 

3:45 

 

10/3 Joseph and His 

Brothers 

Genesis 37:12-36 

 

10/10 Joseph Forgives 

Genesis 42:1-45:28 

 

10/17 The Birth of 

Moses 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 

 

10/24 Moses and the 

Burning Bush  

Exodus 2:11-4:31 

 

10/31 Moses and the 

Plagues 

Exodus 2:7-14-10:29 

 

The Lord watches over 

you. 

Psalm 121:5 

Birthdays 

Baylee 10/2 

Nicholas M. 10/3 

Therin 10/8 

Collin 10/8 

Ella 10/18 

Mikey 10/23 

              

Welcome to 

Redeemer Child Care 

Vincent, Victoria and 

Therin 

Child Care  

Children’s Re-Sale 

Date : 10/22 

Time: 8 am – 12:00 

Place: Fellowship Hall 

If you have any 

Children’s items that you 

would like to donate to 

the Child Care for the 

Re-Sale please call 

Wendy or Lisa at 475-

2631 

What We Are 

Learning 

Sept. 26-Oct. 7 How 

Much is that Doggie 

Oct. 10-21 Under the 

Rainbow 

Oct. 24- Nov. 4 

Halloween 

Child Care  

Fall Festival 

Date: 10/22 

Time: 3:00-6:00 

Place: Child Care 

Events 

Hotdogs/Drinks 

Bounce House 

Hayrides 

Treats 

Games 

Prizes 

 

Submitted by Wendy Horvath                                                            



STONECRABS BASEBALL GAME! 
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CHILD CARE and FIRE TRUCKS!!! 
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Beautician/Manicurist Debbie Balogh  Purple Palace  941-475-0731 
 Linda Pontello  Purple Palace  941-475-0731 

Sales—Rentals Pineapple Gulf Properties—Glenda McDorman, Owner/Broker (Lessie Kirch’s 
 Daughter) 350 S. Indiana Road Englewood, FL 34223.   
 Office:  941-473-0300, Cell:  941-330-7922. 

Wanted Work any job from A-Z, nothing is too big or small;  cleaning, cooking, babysitting, 
 yard work!  Please call Sheryl (Twombly) Holden at 941-928-5238. 

Cleaning Services Free estimates!  Please contact Sheila Murphy at 941-473-1747. 

Lawn Care Call John Zimmerman at 941-445-0772 for a free estimate. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
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MOVIE NIGHT! 

During the early 16th Century idealistic German monk Martin Luther, 
disgusted by the materialism in the church, begins the dialogue that will 
lead to the Reformation.  

This movie biography of Martin Luther, the 16th-century priest, led the 
Christian Reformation and opened up new possibilities in exploration of 
faith. The film begins with his vow to become a monk, and continues 
through his struggles to reconcile his desire for sanctification with his 
increasing abhorrence of the corruption and hypocrisy pervading the 
Church's hierarchy. He is ultimately charged with heresy and must confront 
the ruling cardinals and princes, urging them to make the Scriptures 
available to the common believer and lead the Church toward faith through 
justice and righteousness. 

FRIDAY, October 28, 2011 at 7:00 PM in the 

Fellowship Hall!  See You There! 

Because Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses, or thoughts, to a 
church door in Wittenberg, Germany, on October 31, 1517, 
many Christians remember that day and the major changes, or 
Reformation, that resulted.  Luther's theses contained three 
main pillars, which have stood for almost 500 years:                                                                           
 

1. Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone) - The Bible is the sole 
authority in matters of faith, life and conduct. 'All scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness' (2 Timothy 
3:16)                                                        .  
 

PILLARS OF FAITH 
2. Sola Fide (Faith Alone) - Christians are justified, or declared 
righteous, only through believing in Jesus Christ as Savior. 
Although morality and good works are important, they alone 
cannot lead to salvation. 'A person is justified not by the works 
of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ' (Galatians 2:16)  
 

3. Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) - Grace is God's unmerited, or 
undeserved, favor. Salvation is a free gift from our gracious 
God. 'For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God - not the result of 
works, so that no one may boast' (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
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A Careful Look into  

The Scriptures,  

The Early Church,  

The Time of the Reformation,  

The Lutheran Confessions,  

The 19th Century,  

and The Present Day  

in order to Answer the Question: 

WHY HOLY COMMUNION 

EVERY SUNDAY? 
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17.  What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your 

sins? His great love for His Father and for me and other 

sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2 and 

Ephesians 5.  

18.  Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? That I may 

learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, 

and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.  

19.  What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive 

the Sacrament frequently? First, both the command and the 

promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, 

because of which the command, encouragement, and 

promise are given.  

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and 

have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament? To such a 

person no better advice can be given than this: first, he 

should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. 

Then he should believe what the Scriptures say of it in 

Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to 

see whether he is still in the world, and remember that there 

will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 

15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5. Third, he will certainly have the 

devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day 

and night will let him have no peace, within or without, as 

the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; 

Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.  

I hope and pray this pamphlet has served as a benefit for you in 

further understanding the history and practice of the frequency 

of Holy Communion in the church. I also hope and pray this 

pamphlet will help each of us in our preparation in receiving the 

gifts of Christ’s very body and blood in the bread and wine at the 

Table of our Lord … whenever it is offered. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Jim Kress 
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9.  What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? He died 

for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the 

forgiveness of sins.  

10.  Did the Father also die for you? He did not. The Father is God 

only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and 

true man. He died for me and shed his blood for me.  

11.  How do you know this? From the holy Gospel, from the words 

instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given 

me as a pledge in the Sacrament.  

12.  What are the Words of Institution? Our Lord Jesus Christ, on 

the night when He was betrayed, took bread and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the 

cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.”  

13.  Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ 

are in the Sacrament? Yes, I believe it.  

14.  What convinces you to believe this? The word of Christ: Take, 

eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.  

15.  What should we do when we eat His body and drink His 

blood, and in this way receive His pledge? We should 

remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His 

blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.  

16.  Why should we remember and proclaim His death? First, so 

that we may learn to believe that no creature could make 

satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could 

do that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, 

and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy 

and comfort in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be 

saved.  
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The Bible never tells us exactly how often to have communion. 

Of course the Bible never tells us how often to have church 

services either. And the Bible never tells us how often to receive 

absolution. The Bible never says at exactly what age to baptize 

children. Yet, there is a reason for this.  

You can’t place laws and rules upon the gifts of the Gospel. God 

tells us in His Word that we are saved in our baptism, in the 

Gospel and the Lord’s Supper. He never tells us how often to 

hear His word. He just figures that we will hear it as often as we 

can. He doesn’t place rules on how often we should be absolved 

of our sins. He figures that we will confess our sins and receive 

His forgiveness as often as we can. He simply forgives us through 

the Gospel all the time. He never tells us how soon to baptize our 

babies. He just tells us how much they need it and what a 

blessing we have in Baptism. He figures we will baptize as early 

as possible.  

So also it is with Holy Communion. He never tells us to receive it 

daily, weekly, monthly, yearly or once in your life. He simply tells 

us how much we need it and the wonderful benefits it gives and 

He figures we will act accordingly. Then He tells us to do it often. 

He figures we will receive the Lord’s Supper as often as we can; 

as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup.  

To illustrate: the Lord’s Supper is like kissing your wife or 

husband. The minute you have to place rules on how often to 

kiss, the kiss loses its affectionate force. No one who is in love 

would ever say, “I think we have kissed enough,” or “That kiss 

will have to do for the rest of the day.” No one says, “How often 

do we have to kiss?” Instead we ask, “How often do we get to 

kiss?” We kiss and get kissed as often as we can. Why? Because 

of the benefits. 

To be sure, the Lord’s Supper is more than a kiss from God. 

Through Holy Communion God gives us the forgiveness of sins, 

life and salvation through the body and blood of His Son, Jesus. 

We need and want these blessings all the time. So the question 

posed should not be, “How often do I have to take communion?” 

Rather we should ask, “How often do I get to take communion?”  
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Let us understand, logistically the Lord’s Supper is more difficult 

to give than a kiss. First you have to gather the church together. 

You have to provide a place as well as the elements of 

unleavened bread and wine. You need to instruct as to the 

proper meaning of the Sacrament. And you have to do all this 

with a sense of respect and correctness. So, how often should 

the Lord’s Supper be given? In the Scriptures, in the practice of 

the early church, at the time of the Reformation, in the Lutheran 

Confessions, and until quite recently the answer has always 

been, “We give the Lord’s Supper at every Sunday Service.”  

COMMUNION FREQUENCY IN THE BIBLE 

In the New Testament there is no mention of Sunday services 

without a mention of the Lord’s Supper. The Apostle Paul 

describes the earliest services, “And they continued steadfastly in 

the Apostle’s teaching, in fellowship, in the breaking of bread and 

in prayer” (Acts 2:42). We can clearly see that the “breaking of 

bread” or Communion was a common part of the normal 

Christian service. These services were held in the evening since 

most of the people worked on Sundays. (It wasn’t until the year 

321 AD that Sunday became a day of rest for Christians.) Another 

reference to Sunday services is found in Acts 20:7 where Luke 

writes, “On the first day of the week we came together to break 

bread.” Then he describes a service with preaching followed by 

the “breaking of bread.” You get the impression from these 

verses that Sunday evening was reserved for two things: 

instruction in doctrine and Holy Communion.  

Paul also writes the same thing to the church in Corinth, “The 

people come together as a church.” Part of the coming together 

was to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. Here the people would 

precede their services with a meal called “the love feast.” These 

feasts are also mentioned in Jude verse 12. In Corinth, the people 

would exclude some of the poorer people from the love feast by 

starting the dinner before the common laborers got off work. 

“Wait for them,” Paul writes. The people had gathered for the 

Lord’s Supper but were abusing it. Paul criticizes them for their 

abuse and corrects it by explaining how their services should be 
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question: “How often do I get to receive communion?” Answer: 

“As often as communion is offered in order that I may receive 

forgiveness of sins and strength to believe that Christ, out of 

great love for me, died for my sin, and also that I may learn from 

Him to love God and my neighbor.” 

Let us be reminded and conscientious of the fact that when Holy 

Communion is offered it doesn’t necessarily mean one must 

always receive it. For whatever reason, an individual may not 

always be prepared to receive communion. We ought not judge 

them nor bind their conscience for not partaking, but ever 

respect them for revering this gift so highly. The Sacrament of 

the Altar should never be forced upon anyone, especially if 

they’re not prepared to receive it.  

Let us learn from the Small Catechism. The following was 

prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the 

Sacrament. 

After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the 

Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper, the pastor may ask, or Christians may ask 

themselves these questions:  

1.  Do you believe that you are a sinner? Yes, I believe it. I am a 

sinner.  

2.  How do you know this? From the Ten Commandments, which 

I have not kept.  

3.  Are you sorry for your sins? Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned 

against God.  

4.  What have you deserved from God because of your sins? His 

wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal 

damnation. See Romans 6:21, 23.  

5.  Do you hope to be saved? Yes, that is my hope.  

6.  In whom then do you trust? In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.  

7.  Who is Christ? The Son of God, true God and man.  

8.  How many Gods are there? Only one, but there are three 

persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
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Supper at least monthly. Today almost all churches offer the 

Sacrament twice monthly. Certainly there has been an increase in 

the frequency of communion. In 1995 the Convention of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod passed the following 

Resolution: 

Whereas, the opportunity to receive the Lord’s Supper each 

Lord’s Day was a reality cherished by Luther and set forth 

clearly with high esteem by our Luther confessions (Article 

XXIV of the Augsburg Confession and of the Apology); and  

Whereas, Our Synod’s 1983 CTCR [Commission on Theology 

and Church Relations] document on the Lord’s Supper (p. 

28) and our Synod’s 1986 translation of Luther’s Catechism 

both remind us that the Scriptures place the Lord’s Supper 

at the center of worship (Acts 2:42; 20:7; I Cor. 11:20, 33), 

and not as an appendage or an occasional extra; therefore 

be it 

Resolved That the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in 

convention encourage its pastors and congregation to study 

the scriptural, confessional, and historical witness to every 

Sunday Communion with a view to recovering the 

opportunity for receiving the Lord’s Supper each Lord’s day.  

The result of such study has lead many Lutheran congregations 

to establish the practice of every Sunday Communion. I am 

convinced that more and more congregations and pastors, as 

they study the issue, will make the change to Holy Communion 

every Sunday if they have not already done so. 

HOLY COMMUNION EVERY SUNDAY 

Based on the information revealed above the question now 

comes forth: “Should the churches of Christ celebrate the 

Sacrament every Sunday?” Yes they should. Why? Because the 

Bible teaches it; the Lutheran Confessions require it; the Gospel 

expects it; the history of the Church shows it; the liturgy 

demands it; our children need it; our faith thrives on it; our 

heritage gives it; and our God provides it.  

Let us then, with a clear conscience, individually answer the 
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done. Here is what he writes, “I hear that when you come 

together as a church there are divisions among you and to some 

extent I believe it. No doubt there have to be differences among 

you to show which of you have God’s approval. When you come 

together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat. For in eating, each 

one goes ahead with his own meal … I received from the Lord 

what I also give to you: that the Lord Jesus on the night He was 

betrayed took bread … ” (1 Corinthians 11:17-23). 

Obviously, Paul corrected the bad practices and kept the good. 

According to Paul, the exclusion of people who were part of the 

church was bad. According to Paul, Holy Communion at every 

service was good.  

COMMUNION FREQUENCY IN THE EARLY CHURCH 

The Earliest Christians gathered together on Sunday evenings. 

The services had two parts: the instruction and the Communion. 

Today these two parts of the service are reflected in some of our 

hymnals and our bulletins. There is the service of the Word and 

the service of the Sacrament. Our hymnbook, Lutheran Service 

Book, a hymnal of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, divides 

the Sunday services into three parts, “Confession and 

Absolution,” “Service of the Word” and “Service of the 

Sacrament.” These divisions reflect what the church in Paul’s day 

and the earliest Christians did in their services. The early 

Christians may not in all cases have had services every Sunday. 

Why? Persecution, hardship, travel difficulty, and large distances 

may have made this impossible. However, every time these 

Christians gathered together they received from their Lord His 

Word and His Sacrament.  

The literature of the first two centuries shows that Word and 

Sacrament were the universally common Sunday practice among 

Christians. One of the earliest Christian writings besides the Bible 

is called the Didache (The teaching of the Apostles). It was 

written about the year 100 AD and possibly earlier, even before 

the last Apostles had died. In this writing the people are directed 

to, “Assemble in common on the Lord’s own day to break bread 

and offer thanks; but first confess your sins so that your sacrifice 
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may be pure.” Furthermore, the earliest account of a Sunday 

service was written by a man named Justin Martyr in about the 

year 150 AD. This is his account: “On the day called Sunday, all 

who live in cities or in the country gather together to one place, 

and the memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets 

are read, as long as time permits; then, when the reader has 

ceased, the president (the pastor or minister who presided), 

verbally instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of these good 

things. Then we all rise together and pray, and, as we before said, 

when our prayer is ended, bread and wine and water are 

brought, and the president in like manner offers prayers and 

thanksgivings according to his ability, and the people assent, 

saying Amen; and there is a distribution to each and a 

participation of that over which thanks have been given, and to 

those who are absent a portion is sent by the deacons.” 

Notice how the Lord’s Supper was just as much part of the 

services as was the instruction in the Word. The earliest surviving 

Christian liturgy, called the Apostolic Traditions, was written 

about the year 215 by Hippolytus. This work is something like our 

Lutheran Agenda, the book which the pastor uses in leading the 

services. In Apostolic Traditions the Bishop and the people 

exchange greetings, “The Lord be with you, And with your spirit, 

Lift up you hearts, We lift them to the Lord, Let us give thanks to 

the Lord our God, It is right and proper to do so.” Then 

immediately follows the Words of institution. This was the every 

Sunday expectation of the early churches. 

I could provide quotations from the liturgies or theology books 

from almost every century until recently. All would show that the 

Sacrament of the Altar was celebrated every time the people of 

God gathered.  

COMMUNION FREQUENCY BEFORE THE REFORMATION 

Over the years the church corrupted the sacrament. Sermons 

were eliminated from the Divine Service. The Sacrament 

gradually was viewed as a sacrificial act of worship by the priest 

rather than the gift of God’s salvation. The language used in the 

liturgy was Latin and not the language of the common people. It 
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benefits of the Lord’s Supper. Sadly, Revivalism continues to 

influence Lutherans to this very day.  

So Pietism, Rationalism and the Reformed Churches all worked 

their influence on Lutherans until we eventually lost something 

very precious: Holy Communion every Sunday. This is what 

Luther Reed, a professor and theologian of Lutheran Liturgy, 

wrote, “Martin Luther and his associates never would have 

approved of the ‘half-mass’ commonly found among us today as 

the normal Sunday worship of our congregations. For two 

hundred years, or nearly half the time from the Reformation to 

the present, the normal Sunday service in Lutheran lands was the 

purified Mass, or Hauptgottesdienst (High Divine Service), with 

its twin peaks of Sermon and Sacrament. There were weekly 

celebrations and the people in general received the Sacrament 

much more frequently than before. The ravages of war, the 

example of Calvinism, the later subjective practices of Pietistic 

groups in a domestic type of worship, and the unbelief of 

rationalism, however, finally broke the genuine Lutheran 

Tradition.” 

COMMUNION FREQUENCY TODAY 

Realizing our tattered history, the movement toward honoring 

our heritage and treasuring the grace found in it, Lutherans of 

late have begun to teach the importance of communion every 

Sunday. The practice of equally stressing both the sermon and 

the Sacrament is not only consistent with the bible and practice 

of the first Christians, but it is also uniquely Lutheran. The Roman 

Catholic Church has historically stressed the Sacrament, often to 

the exclusion of preaching. Protestants have historically stressed 

preaching often to the exclusion of the Sacrament. Lutherans 

have always tried to maintain a balance between the two. This 

balance is simply called, “the Service of Word and Sacrament.”  

Within Lutheranism in America and specifically in the Missouri 

Synod, the frequency of communion has gradually increased over 

the last half century. Many life-long Lutherans born in the 20s or 

30s can remember when communion was offered quarterly. By 

the sixties and seventies most Lutheran Churches celebrated the 
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Secular Humanism and the general age of unbelief in which we 

live. Rationalists rejected the belief that people are sinful. They 

denied the great events of God in Christ. Churches were turned 

into lecture halls. Preaching Christ was discarded in favor of 

flowery addresses intended to inspire. Sunday services became a 

time in which we could be impressed with each other and the 

Lord’s Supper is not conducive for that. In Germany the 

frequency of the celebration of the Lord’s Supper plummeted 

dramatically in the 1800’s. 

The Lutheran Church that began migrating to America in the 

1840s was not healthy. Its worship was impoverished and its 

practices tolerant. It had lost much of its doctrinal heritage and 

true doctrinally sound confessional pastors were rare. The 

pastors who did come to America, while dedicated, were often 

young and inexperienced. The New World was not flowing with 

milk and honey. Rather, it was teeming with forces that were 

foreign to Lutherans and to the Gospel itself. 

The third factor, which led to a decrease in the frequency of the 

Sacrament, especially in America, is the influence of Reformed 

and baptistic theology and preachers. Followers of John Calvin, 

early American revivalistic preachers, usually Baptistic in 

theology, denied that the Lord’s Supper is the true body and 

blood of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. To them it was 

fellowship meal of bread and grape juice, which was not needed 

more than a handful of times annually. Many early Lutherans 

came to America to escape the unbelief in the churches in 

Europe. These pioneers often found themselves with neither 

church nor pastor. They lived among the Mennonites, Moravians, 

and Methodists of America.  

The faithful Lutheran pastors who did serve the Lutherans often 

had to attend the needs of literally dozens of parishes. These 

“Circuit Riders” could visit their parishes only periodically and the 

people never could find a rhythm of regular Divine Services. 

Furthermore, the abundant Baptistic and Methodistic traveling 

preachers often enticed faithful New World Lutherans from their 

doctrinal roots. These revivalists did not believe in the saving 

7  

 

was thought that those in the pew didn’t really need to 

understand the words since they were spoken to God and not to 

the people. The people communed less and less often while the 

priests communed more and more. At the time of Thomas 

Aquinas (1277) communion was considered frequent if a person 

went two to four times a year. Alarmed at this lack of 

participation edicts were periodically pronounced mandating the 

reception of the Sacrament. Everyone was to go to communion 

at least four times a year and especially on Easter. The press of 

the masses at Easter would require so much time that the 

custom of withholding the cup from the laity became 

widespread. This custom became church law in 1415 AD so that 

by the time of Luther no lay-Christian had sipped upon the blood 

of Christ for more than a century. Superstition lead people to 

pilfer pieces of the bread and bring them home to worship. The 

people no longer sang the hymns or liturgical parts. The monks 

did this. Christianity had truly become a spectator religion. The 

grace of God was simply not received and consequently not 

treasured by the common Christian.  

Yet, through all the centuries and despite the gross and Christ-

less corruptions of the Eucharist, the services in God’s house 

always featured the Sacrament of the Altar.  

COMMUNION FREQUENCY AND THE LUTHERAN REFORMATION 

Martin Luther became embroiled with the Papists over the 

church’s understanding of grace. (Early Lutherans never viewed 

themselves as fighting with the Catholic Church but with the 

Pope, so they referred to their opponent as Papists.) Luther 

believed that grace was the forgiveness of sins earned for all by 

Christ and freely given in the Absolution, the Word, Baptism and 

the Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s Supper, to Luther, is not something 

that the priest did for God but something that Christ has given to 

us. You can imagine the changes that were made.  

Luther refused to change anything that was not wrong. He 

retained as much of the liturgy as the Gospel would allow. So the 

collects, the prayers, the creeds, the readings, the order of 

service and the basic liturgical structure of Word and Sacrament 
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were retained. And these are faithfully employed today in 

Confessional Lutheran churches.  

But changes were required. The Lutherans’ greatest concern was 

that the people get to know God better. Preaching was 

reestablished in the churches, since it had fallen into disuse. 

Luther wrote the liturgy in German. Now the people were 

treated to the Divine Service in their own language. They could 

understand what was being said and done. Luther also translated 

the Bible into German so that the readings could be heard and 

understood by the laity. Luther and many of his contemporaries 

wrote hymns so that the people could be taught the truths of 

Christ simply and that they could participate in the proclamation 

in the service. Luther wrote both the Large and Small Catechisms 

so that the people could be trained easily. The words of 

institution were no longer mumbled in Latin by the Priests. They 

were spoken or chanted loudly to the people in their own 

language.  

The main emphasis of the Reformation was that the people could 

understand the grace of God they were receiving in Word and 

Sacrament. These changes had salutary effects on the hearts and 

habits of God’s people. Communion attendance increased 

dramatically. In fact the Lutherans were attending the Sacrament 

so often that their Roman Catholic neighbors got a little jealous.  

COMMUNION FREQUENCY IN THE 19
TH

 CENTURY 

What happened? At the time of Luther the church celebrated 

communion every Sunday. By the middle of the twentieth 

century, when most of us were born, most Lutheran churches 

offered communion only once a month. So, what happened? It 

was my discovery of the answer to this question that has 

prompted me to write at length concerning the historic practice 

of Holy Communion every Sunday.  

Old habits die hard. And praiseworthy liturgical habits must be 

guarded with great sensitivity and vigilance. There were three 

factors that lead to the loss of the practice of weekly communion 

among the Lutheran churches.  

The first is called Pietism. The Pietists stressed the importance of 
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personal preparation for communion. This, in itself, is good. Even 

Luther said that fasting is good outward preparation. And the 

Lutheran Church has always insisted that the communicant be 

prepared by learning the basic teachings of the catechism and by 

making a confession of sins. These practices are reflected in the 

Book of Concord, “Among us … the sacrament is available for all 

who wish to partake of it after they have been examined and 

absolved” (Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV p. 

1). But the preparation expected by the Pietists was different. It 

was not learning the true faith at all.  

The Sacrament was surrounded with an atmosphere of awe and 

fear; excessive emphasis was place upon personal and intensely 

meditative preparation; and there grew up in the people’s minds 

a fear of possibly being “unworthy and guilty concerning the 

body and blood of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:27). Sadly, these false 

and exaggerated emphases upon preparation for the Sacrament, 

rather than upon the Sacrament itself, are still taught.  

I have heard people say that the reason they are uncomfortable 

with weekly communion is that they require time and spiritual 

effort in order to prepare themselves for the Sacrament. “If I take 

it too often I will not be able to be prepared.” These sentiments, 

while sincere, are not what Jesus wants. He does not want us to 

focus on our sins and our repentance so much that we neglect 

the forgiveness in the Sacrament. How does one prepare for the 

Sacrament? You learn the catechism. You remember your 

baptism. You go to confession. You receive the absolution. You 

believe. That is preparation. 

The second factor that caused the Lutherans to give up weekly 

Communion is far worse. It is called Rationalism. Although 

Pietists were Christians with a misplaced faith, Rationalists were 

not Christian at all. Leading rationalists were men whose names 

you vaguely remember from Western Civilization class in high 

school or college: Descartes, Rousseau, Voltaire,  and Locke.  

Rationalists believed that their reason and understanding was 

the measure of all things. Their creed was that creeds were bad. 

The Rationalists spawned the Unitarian Church, the Free Masons, 
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Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

“All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall,  
 25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.” 1 Peter 1:24-25 

 1 
 

2 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:00 AM Divine Service 
10:30 AM Divine Service 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
9:15 AM Bible Class 
 

3  
9:00 – 11:00 AM Tap 
3:45 PM Child Care Chapel 
5:30 PM Weight Watchers 
6:00 PM School Board 
 
 

4 
9:00 AM Hula Class 
10:00 AM Bible Class 
6:00 PM Elder’s Mtg 
7:00 PM AA Mtg. 

5 
9:00 – 11:00 AM Tap 
10:00 AM Outreach 
12:30 PM Ladies Guild 
7:00 PM Choir Practice 
 
 

6 
10:00 AM Sr. Fellowship 
10:00 AM Ladies Bible Class 
4:00 – 5:30 PM Youth 
Confirmation Class 
6:30 PM Stephen Ministry 

7 8 
8:00 AM - ? Property 
Appreciation Day 

9  17th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:00 AM Divine Service 
10:30 AM Divine Service 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
9:15 AM Bible Class 

 

10 Columbus Day 
7:00 Men’s Group 
9:00 – 11:00 AM Tap  
3:45 PM Child Care Chapel 
5:30 PM Weight Watchers 
7:00 PM Council Mtg 

11 
9:00 AM Hula Class 
10:00 AM Bible Class 
7:00 PM AA Mtg. 

12 
9:00 – 11:00 AM Tap 
7:00 PM Choir Practice 
 
 

13 
10:00 AM Sr. Fellowship 
10:00 AM Ladies Bible Class 
4:00 – 5:30 PM Youth 
Confirmation Class 
 

14 
 

15 

16  18th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:00 AM Divine Service 
10:30 AM Divine Service 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
9:15 AM VOTER’S MTG 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

17 
9:00 – 11:00 AM Tap 
3:45 PM Child Care Chapel 
4:00 PM Weight Watchers 
6:00 PM Weight Watchers 

18 St. Luke, Evangelist 
9:00 AM Hula Class 
10:00 AM Bible Class 
10:00 AM Assimilation 
6:00 PM Christian Ed. 
7:00 PM AA Mtg. 

19   
9:00 – 11:00 AM Tap 
7:00 PM Choir Practice 
 

20 
10:00 AM Sr. Fellowship 
10:00 AM Ladies Bible Class 
4:00 – 5:30 PM Youth 
Confirmation Class 
6:30 PM Stephen Ministry 

21 
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Resale Set-Up 

22 
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Child Care Resale  
3:00 – 6:00 PM Child 
Care Fall Festival 

23 St. James of Jerusalem  
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:00 AM Divine Service 
10:30 AM Divine Service 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
9:15 AM Bible Class 
 

24 
9:00 – 11:00 AM Tap 
3:45 PM Child Care Chapel 
4:00 PM Weight Watchers 
6:00 PM Weight Watchers 

25 
9:00 AM Hula Class 
10:00 AM Bible Class 
7:00 PM AA Mtg. 

26 
9:00 – 11:00 AM Tap 
10:00 AM Christian 
Support 
7:00 PM Choir Practice 
 

27 
10:00 AM Sr. Fellowship 
10:00 AM Ladies Bible Class 
4:00 – 5:30 PM Youth 
Confirmation Class 
 

28 St. Simon and St. 
Jude, Apostles 
7:00 PM Movie Night 
                    “Luther”  

29 
9:00 AM LWML 
Zone Rally at 
Lakeside Lutheran 
Church, Venice 

 
 

30 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:00 AM Divine Service 
10:30 AM Divine Service 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
9:15 AM Bible Class 
BLOOD PRESSURE 

Reformation Sunday 

31 REFORMATION DAY 
9:00 – 11:00 AM Tap 
3:45 PM Child Care Chapel 
4:00 PM Safe Walk 
4:00 PM Weight Watchers 
6:00 PM Weight Watchers 
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Wedding Anniversaries – October, 2011 
 

 
 

Birthdays – October, 2011 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
Thatcher, Courtney 

2 
Boliere, Jamie 
 

3 
 

4 
Redding, Joyce 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
Leverenz*, Peg 

8 
Schulte, Ty 

9 10 11 
Altmann, Martin 

12 
Cancellieri, Elma 
Cancellieri, George 
Vovcsko, Charles 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Buie*, Robert 
Meyerink*, Douglas 
Watkins, Sarah 

16 
Citrone, Ermand 
 

17 
Jonas*, Marva 

18 
Graef, Mary Ellen 
Tosto, Ella 

19 
Borowski, Alice 
Laurence, Nola 

20 
Dawson, Harry 

21 
Harty, Harold 

22 
Whipple, Pat 

23 
Sleichert*, Karen 
Wright, KC 
  

24 
Bentley*, Ruth 
Demma, Alexis 
Sita, Collins 
Spooner, Carol 
 

25 
 

26 27 28 
Janke, Erwin 
 

29 
 
 
 
 

30 
Mielke*, Catherine 

31      

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 

 

2 
Carl & Betty Bertka 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 
Harry & Mayrie Dawson 
Ed & Carol Sheahan 

6 
 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 
 

13 
[Gary] & Angie Ziegler 

14 
 

15 

16 
 

17 
Bob & Marion Buie 

18 
 

19 
Sheridan & June 
Markert 

20 
William & Joan Bowers 

21 
Richard & Lisa Vassallo 

22 

23 
  

24 
 

25 
Charles & Elaine 
Malecki* 

26 27 
William & Marlaine Keller 

28 
[Floyd] & Georgette 
Callahan 

29 
 

30 
 

31      

(43 Years) 

 

 

(68 Years) 

(61 Years) (27 Years) 
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