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It is something God’s people have been doing from the 
very beginning: Moving Forward. Adam and Eve moved 
forward out of the Garden of Eden; Noah and his family 
move forward out of the ark; Moses led the Israelites 
forward out of bondage and into the wilderness. There are 
many, many more examples of God’s people moving 
forward in the Bible.  

Generation after generation of God’s people moved 
forward. In the examples above did you happen to take 
notice of the things they were moving away from? Adam 
and Eve moved forward, but out of paradise. Noah and his 
family moved forward, but into the uncertainty of the 
untested ark. Moses and the Israelites moved forward, but 
from the comfort of living in Egypt. 

It doesn’t seem right that God, who was the force and 
source of their moving forward, would have His people 
move forward from a safe place toward an unknown and 
frightening place. God had His reasons for moving His 
people forward. In all situations and circumstances, God 
moved His people for a purpose. God desired His people 
to trust in His word of promise rather than the visible 
comforts that surrounded them.  

Furthermore, in almost every situation where God moved 
His people forward it was a result of some sort of conflict. 
This conflict has its root. It’s called sin. Adam and Eve 
gave in to the temptation of the devil and ate the forbidden 
fruit. Noah and his family lived in a time when man was so 
wicked, God said, “I am sorry that I had made man” (Gen. 
6:6). And the Israelites were held captive for more than 
four hundred years because they had forgotten their 
homeland in Canaan to the east. 

God used each of these situations as a way to show His 
people His redemptive work: To Adam and Eve the 
promised Savior; To Noah and his family the safety of the 
ark; To Moses and the Israelites the Promised Land. 

Unfortunately, God’s people today continue to deal with 
conflict. Like God’s people of old, we too are all infected 
with sin (thanks to Adam and Eve). Needless to say, this 
conflict; this disease called sin is our conflict. It is our 
conflict with God and also our conflict with each other. 

We are born with it. There’s no getting rid of it. It is our 
nature.  

It is no secret here at Redeemer that there has been an 
increasing amount of conflict between the members in 
leadership positions and me. As a result, there has also 
developed uneasy conflict between the members. Brothers 
and sisters in Christ, this should not be. 

It is one thing to point and say “that sin is the cause of all 
this conflict,” and walk away from it not doing anything 
about. But, it is another thing for someone to take 
responsibility for it. The conflict is too deep and has gone 
on way too long for anyone to walk away and not do 
anything. If there is one to speak up and take responsibility 
and accept the blame, it is me. I have failed you. I am to 
blame. 

Although I may do very well administering to the needs of 
those in crisis; visiting the sick and hospitalized; preaching 
Christ-centered sermons, distributing the gifts of our Lord 
rightly, and being told I have a good sense of humor, there 
is one area where I have failed profoundly: working with 
members of the church who are in positions of authority 
when there is disagreement. 

Over the last couple of months, I have been receiving good 
counsel. The purpose for this counseling was to 
concentrate in identifying my malady and then to take 
steps to manage that problem. My overwhelming flaw is 
my anger. I have taken many tests and have been evaluated. 
The results of these tests and evaluations have been a great 
eye opener for me. I don’t ever remember taking tests like 
these, but the results of them has been an awakening.  

One test in particular dealt with identifying personality 
traits. The test measures four bipolar factors (Extraverted 
vs Intraverted; Sensing vs Intuition; Thinking vs Feeling; 
and Judging vs Perceiving). And as a result you receive a 
four letter personality type. My test concluded my 
personality type as an “ESTJ” that is, Extraverted, Sensing, 
Thinking, Judging. Furthermore, the result of the test also 
produced an analysis of this personality type. It was spot 
on. 
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Bottom line: I have a strong personality (I know, 
shocking). But one area of strength has become a detriment 
to my ministry. As one counselor stated, “This personality 
strength is a recipe for conflict.” And it hit me. I am the 
reason for all the problems that have taken place at 
Redeemer over these past two years. 

It’s not that I don’t like any of the people in positions of 
leadership (past or present). On the contrary, I love them. 
The problem was that whenever someone was in 
disagreement with me, I became angry and my anger 
surfaced and showed its ugly head. And yes, that’s a 
problem, especially when one stands in the Office of the 
Ministry. 

Over the last couple of months, I have also been meeting 
with Ed Sheahan, Tim Byrne, and now other members of 
the Board of Elders to put together a plan toward the 
resolve of differences and to reconciliation and to see to it 
that the plan is carried out. A plan that was presented and 
agreed upon by all has been put into place for more than a 
month now. Some of you are aware of the plan and some 
will here of it for the first time in your reading of this 
article.  

The plan is a two part plan. The first part is that I would sit 
down face to face with members presently on the Church 
Council and Board of Elders with the purpose of resolving 
our differences and to become reconciled.  

The Apostle Paul writes, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God 
was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not 
counting men’s sins against them. And He has committed 
to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God. God made Him who had no sin to be 
sin for us, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:17-21). 

The exhortation above is the basis for my meeting with the 
men and women in positions of leadership. So far, our 
meetings have been fruitful. Thanks be to God, strides in a 
positive direction are being made. But, it’s just the 
beginning. 

Part two of the plan is to make a concerted effort in 
meeting with past or former members of the Church 
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Council and Board of Elders with the purpose to work 
toward resolve and reconciliation. I would like nothing 
more than to have everyone return to their Redeemer 
Family. 

So, how will things be different? The most important 
lesson that I have learned in all of this is: when involved in 
meetings or conversations with men and women in 
positions of authority I need to apply the same care and 
mercy to them as I give to those who are sick and dying. 
This is where I have failed in the past. This is where, with 
God’s help, I hope to go and put into practice now and for 
many, many years to come. 

To those who have left Redeemer and found peace 
elsewhere, I am sorry I failed you at Redeemer. 

To those who are considering leaving Redeemer, please 
don’t. Receive my most humble and sincere apology: I am 
sorry for the harm, pain and suffering you have had to 
endure as a result of my short-comings. 

To those who are up north and deliberating your coming 
back to Redeemer, please come back. But, first receive my 
heartfelt apology for the trouble I have caused you. I am 
sorry. 

So where can we go from here? How about moving 
forward? Better yet, let’s move forward together, walking 
and working together toward unity and harmony for the 
good of the church and for the sake of the precious Gospel. 

As already mentioned, some meetings have been fruitful. If 
you haven’t already heard, Jennifer is returning as our 
office secretary. In addition, President Walton will be 
coming to Redeemer on Sunday, August 21st to meet with 
all the members of Redeemer under the roof of our 
sanctuary to help facilitate this process toward resolve and 
reconciliation between me and all members (past and 
present) by conducting a service of Confession and 
Absolution (LSB p. 290-291) at 3:00 PM. 

With all the conflict that has taken place in the past. And 
with all the damage that has been done, it seems like this is 
too tall an order to accomplish. Well, humanly speaking I 
agree with you. However, I return again to Holy Scripture 
and rely on the truth and promise in God’s Word, just as 
the people of old have done moving forward trusting in 
God. Jesus said, “With man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26). 

In His Service, 
Pastor Kress 
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AN AMAZING STORY 
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A man from Norfolk, VA called a local radio station to share this on September 
11th, 2003, TWO YEARS AFTER THE TRAGEDIES OF 9/11/2001.  

His name was Robert Matthews. These are his words:  

A few weeks before Sept. 11th, my wife and I found out we were going to have 
our first child.  She planned a trip out to California to visit her sister.  On our 
way to the airport, we prayed that God would grant my wife a safe trip and be 
with her. Shortly after I said ‘amen,’ we both heard a loud pop and the car shook 
violently.  We had blown out a tire. I replaced the tire as quickly as I could, but 
we still missed her flight. Both very upset we drove home.  

I received a call from my father who was retired NYFD.  He asked what my 
wife’s flight number was, but I explained that we missed the flight.  

My father informed me that her flight was the one that crashed into the southern 
tower.  I was too shocked to speak.  My father also had more news for me; he 
was going to help.  ‘This is not something I can’t just sit by for; I have to do 
something.’  

I was concerned for his safety, of course, but more because he had never given 
his life to Christ.  After a brief debate, I knew his mind was made up.  Before he 
got off of the phone, he said, ‘take good care of my grandchild.’  Those were the 
last words I ever heard my father say; he died while helping in the rescue effort.  

My joy that my prayer of safety for my wife had been answered quickly became 
anger.  I was angry at God, at my father, and at  myself.  I had gone for nearly 
two years blaming God for taking my father away.  My son would never know 
his grandfather, my father had never accepted Christ, and I never got to say 
good-bye.  

Then something happened.  About two months ago, I was sitting at home with 
my wife and my son, when there was a knock on the  door.  I looked at my wife, 
but I could tell she wasn’t expecting anyone.  I opened the door to a couple with 
a small child. The man looked at me and asked if my father’s name was Jake 
Matthews.  I told him it was.  He quickly grabbed my hand and said, ‘I never got 
the chance to meet your father, but it is an honor to meet his son.’  

He explained to me that his wife had worked in the World Trade Center and had 
been caught inside after the attack.  She was pregnant and had been caught under 
debris.  He then explained that my father had been the one to find his wife and 
free her.  My eyes welled up with tears as I thought of my father giving his life 
for people like this.  He then said, ‘there is something else you need to know.’  

His wife then told me that as my father worked to free her, she talked to him and 
led him to Christ.  I began sobbing at the news.  

Now I know that when I get to heaven, my father will be standing beside Jesus to 
welcome me, and that this family would be able to thank him themselves.  

When their baby boy was born, they named him Jacob Matthew, in honor of the 
man who gave his life so that a mother and baby could live.  

This story should help us to realize this: God is always in control. We may not 
see the reason behind things, and we may never know this side of heaven, but 
God is ALWAYS in control. “Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His 
steadfast  love endures forever.”  Psalm 136:1  
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
JUNE 20, 2011 

PRESENT:   Ed Sheahan, Pastor Kress, Bill Bowers, Pat Luedtke, Pam Replinger, Charlie Vovcsko, Carol Haupt, Tim Byrne, 
Dorothy Sinowetski. 

GUESTS: Ray Altmann, Joe Carlos. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:08pm by President Ed Sheahan. 

Pastor opened with a reading from Ps. 25:4-5 and a prayer. 

MINUTES: of May 09, 2011 was presented. 

PAT LUEDTKE MOVED TO WAIVE THE READING OF THE MINUTES, PAM REPLINGER SECONDED.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

BILL BOWERS MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  PAT LUEDTKE SECONDED.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

CALENDAR for July was presented and was corrected. 

REPORTS 

PASTOR:  Letter of membership changes is attached.  The following persons were received into membership by transfer, 
confirmation or profession of faith: Ermand & Mary Citrone, Gretchen Hammerberg, Stephen Horvath, Nola Laurence, 
James Moore, Ty Schulte, Jim & Mary Straw (Liam & Valen), Susan Timmins, Judith Tompkins, Erna Abel, Ethel Abel, 
Lynda Christoffers, Dick & Betty Clemens, Rick Clemens, Frank & Kathryn Demma, Greg Demma (Alexis), Marissa 
Demma, Warren & Wanda Eckman, Richard & Deb Kueker, Mary Ann Sochacki, Dale & Pat Whipple.  CAROL HAUPT 
MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THESE PERSONS AS MEMBERS.  PAM REPLINGER SECONDED.  MOTION 
CARRIED.  This list will now be presented to the next Voters’ Assembly which is scheduled for July 31st. 

After having met with the District President, he will now meet with members of a counseling service from the FL/GA 
District. 

ELDERS:  Tim reported, Pastor & Ed have met and will continue to meet and discuss the issues that are of some concern to 
congregation members. 

It was suggested that Council minutes be included in the monthly newsletter, to begin in July.  Charlie Vovcsko opined that 
the Council meeting be recorded so one could go back to refresh and or review the proceedings so CAROL HAUPT 
MOVED, BILL BOWERS SECONDED THAT COUNCIL MEETINGS BE RECORDED.  THERE WAS ONE 
DISSENTING VOTE.  MOTION CARRIED. 

CONSTITUTION:  Ray Altmann presented the review of the Constitution and Bylaws.  He requests that council take them home 
and review and/or make corrections and return next month for discussion. 

TREASURER:  Reports attached.  Pat reported the total of $9,294.22 in Wind & Hail fund. 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT:  Charlie reported expenses incurred by the 3 vehicles has taken 124% of their budget.  This will 
have to be taken into account for next year’s budget. 

OUTREACH:  Carol reported the July 4th pot-luck will have games, songs, etc.  The Ice Cream Social along with the Child Care, 
will be Aug. 14th, @ 2:00 pm.  Bring friends and neighbors. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:  Pam reported they are working on VBS. 

SCHOOL BOARD:  Bill reported plans for the summer at the Child Care include, Field Trips, Ice Cream Truck visits and 
upcoming VBS. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25pm with prayer and the Doxology. 

Dorothy Sinowetski, Congregation Secretary 



REMINDER 

The Newsletter deadline for the September 
Newsletter is August 21st.  Please have all your 
submissions to the church office by that time.  
Thank you.  Electronic submissions are best 
sent to redeemerfl@verizon.net 

 A SPECIAL THANK YOU 

Dear Ladies of the Guild, 

Many thanks to all for the wonderful flowers 
and the basket of goodies. 
I miss being at church very much. 

Love to all forever, 
Leona Morrison 

dollars to the Peoria area filling 29 
hotels in 5 local cities.  The theme of 
the convention was "Being with 
Jesus -- Living on the Edge" based 
on the Scripture passage:  And they 
realized they had been with 
Jesus.  "For we cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and 
heard"  (Acts 4:13b & 20 
NKJV).  The attendees gathered to 

Paul & Vicky Davis, summer 
residents Springfield, IL and winter 
associates Redeemer, were among 
the 500 volunteer workers 
welcoming guests to the 34th 
Biennial Convention of the Lutheran 
Women's Missionary League 
( L W M L )  i n  P e o r i a  J u n e 
2011.  Convention workers dressed 
in 1940's aprons and vests as a mode 
of identification and reminiscent of 
women heading west across these 
prairie lands who wore aprons and 
to honor the first LWML women 
who gathered in Chicago in 1942 
with the vision of LWML and hearts 
for mission work.  This was the 
largest convention the Peoria area 
has ever seen as more than 4,600 
attendees from across the nation 
brought more than four million 

LWML IN PEORIA ,  ILLINOIS 
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conduct business, renew friendships 
and rally around God's Word and 
adopted a mission goal of $1.825 
million for the next biennium.  The 
convention also featured processions 
with banners from all 40 LWML 
districts and the flags from countries 
w h e r e  t h e  L C M S  h a s 
missionaries.  Delegates elected Kay 
Kreklau, Drayton, North Dakota to 
lead the LWML as President during 
her four-year term.  The LWML has 
focused on affirming each woman's 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  C h r i s t , 
encouraging and equipping women 
to live out their Christian lives in 
active mission ministries and to 
support global missions. 

Direct any questions to Vicky Davis 
217-698-4021  Thanks! 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

AUGUST 14, 2 TO 4 PM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS! 

PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE NARTHEX SO WE HAVE  

ENOUGH ICE CREAM! 



STEWARDSHIP 

“DOG DAYS OF August?” 

Rather than observing the Sabbath as a day of rest, 
reflection and worship, they saw it as a wasted day. 

Perhaps August has been given to us from God to use 
like a Sabbath rest.  As God’s redeemed stewards we can 
use quiet times for worship, reflection, meditation and 
planning.  This can be a very positive way to use time 
that some might think is boring. 

God’s redeemed stewards, in cooperation with and 
encouragement from fellow redeemed stewards, 
manage all of life and life’s resources [including 
time] for God’s purposes.  Other life resources include 
money, relationships, abilities, care of our bodies and 
creation, sharing the Gospel of salvation in Jesus and so 
much more!  Let August be a reminder that we are 
God’s stewards 365 days a year and we live freely and 
joyfully as His stewards in August as well as the other 
eleven months of the year. 

Have a refreshing, relaxing and blessed August! 

Faithfully submitted, 
Board of Stewardship 

Many people look forward with excitement to months 
with special occasions or celebrations, like New Year’s 
Day in January, Valentine’s Day in February, Easter in 
March or April, Mother’s Day in May, Father’s Day in 
June, Independence Day in July, Labor Day in 
September, Reformation Day in October, Thanksgiving 
Day in November and Christmas in December.  August, 
on the other hand seems to be one of those months 
when there is not much to celebrate.  Major League 
baseball players refer to this month as the “Dog Days of 
August.”  It seems to be a month that has been simply 
added to the calendar to fill out 31 more days that will 
add up to 365 for the year. 

Even kids sometimes look at August as a boring month.  
Vacations are usually over, the days seem to move by so 
slowly, and some kids actually look forward to  August 
when a new school year starts again.  Of course, moms 
and dads know that attitude will change before very 
long. 

Life is like that, isn’t it?  Not every day, week or month 
is as exciting as some others, but each one presents 
another opportunity for service.  Redeemed stewards 
look for opportunities to make the most of time because 
time is an important gift from God.  Making the most of 
time can take us in a number of different directions.  
Included among these directions are time for meditation 
and reflection, time for rest and time for planning 
ahead. 

God’s Old Testament people sometimes grumbled 
about getting the Sabbaths over so they could get back to 
selling wheat, skimping the measure, boosting the price 
and cheating with dishonest scales … (Amos 8:5).  
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A LITTLE CHURCH HUMOR 

There was a very  gracious lady who was mailing an old 
family Bible to her brother in another part of 
the  country. “Is there anything breakable in here?” 
asked the postal clerk. “Only the Ten 
Commandments,” answered the  lady. 

Sunday after church, a mom asked her very young 
daughter what the lesson was about. The daughter 
answered, “Don’t be scared, you’ll get your quilt.” 
Needless to say, the mom was perplexed.  Later in the 
day, the pastor stopped by for tea and the mom asked 
him what that morning’s Sunday School lesson was 
about. He said, “Be not afraid, thy Comforter is 
coming.” 



OUTREACH NEWS 

LEFT BEHIND AS WITNESSES 

In Acts 1:8, just before he was taken up 
into heaven, Jesus said, “It is not for you 
to know the times or dates [to restore the 
kingdom] the Father has set by his own 
authority.  But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

Many Christians do not see themselves 
as servants of the Lord.  However, it is 
not His will that we just come to church 
and listen.  He wants us to go out and 
be Christ’s witnesses wherever we are 
or wherever He sends us.  Just as the 
disciples had personal knowledge of 
Jesus to talk about, we all have personal 
experiences with God that we can share 
with others.  He daily is at work in our 
lives, and we see His hand directing, 
guiding, protecting.  We all have many 
examples of times He intervened in our 
lives to help us.  The greatest love 
intervention, however, was Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross, to save us from 
the spiritual death we deserved as a 
result of our sins. 

Our witnessing methods will each be 
different, but each believer has a vital 
role to play.   We may not think we are 

adequate to do this work, but the 
Lord can work wonders through 
willing servants.  He uses all of us.  
God has promised the power of the 
Holy Spirit to accomplish His 
purposes through us. 

OUTREACH EVENTS 

Fourth of July Potluck 

The potluck was a great Outreach 
success.  Over 75 men, women and 
children attended, many of whom 
were non-members.  We had a great 
time and wonderful food.  The kids 
played games outside and got very 
wet (water balloons), the adults 
sang patriotic songs, and all played 
bingo.  See you next year? 

Ice Cream Social 

This year’s Ice Cream Social will be 
held on Sunday, August 14, at 
2:00.  Outreach and Child Care 
will again be sharing this event.  
The Child Care staff will be serving 
and you will have a chance to meet 
and greet our devoted teachers.  As 
with the Fourth of July party, we 
will have games for kids, and bingo 
for all.  Think about who you can 
invite to this Christian fellowship. 

Pioneer Days Parade 

The parade will be on September 5 
this year (Labor Day) and we will 
have a float, and an information 
booth in the park on Dearborn 
Street.  We will need lots of help: 
float decorators, walkers, people to 
set up and take down the booth, 
and adults and youth to “man” the 
booth.  This activity is always a fun 
and easy way to witness our faith.  
If you would like to help, please 
contact Carol Haupt, 460-8830. 

FAITH-SHARING STORY 

Robert was on a red-eye flight from 
Los Angeles to Chicago when a fire 
broke out on board.  The plane    
landed at 3:00 a.m. at Denver in an 
empty airport across from the 
Chapel.  When fellow passengers  
asked why he was calm during the 
crisis, he commented on his faith in 
Christ.  While waiting for another 
plane to carry them to their 
destination, he conducted a prayer 
session in the chapel with nearly 
half of the people from the flight.  
(From LCMS Missions)  

Submitted by Carol Haupt 
Board of Outreach Chairman 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  Matthew 28:19 
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2011 Church Actual vs. Budget 

Through June  30, 2011 

 OFFERINGS BUDGET OFFERINGS RECEIVED EXPENSES 

      $126,476.50 $114,224.92 $110,917.06 

From the Treasurer's Desk 



HOPE SEEDS 
100 boxes = 200,000 Seed Packets to Haiti. 

Planning for the coming planting season in Haiti, Hope Seeds volunteers recently prepared over 200,000 seed packets 
into 100 boxes for Family Garden Packs.  Ten varieties of assorted species, all selected as suitable for Haiti climate, 
were sent to Missionary Flights International (MFI) in Ft. Pierce, FL. 

MFI transports them to Haiti on one of their planes and distributes to their large ecumenical Christian missionary 
network.  The food crisis and great needs of the displaced families has escalated due to last years earthquake, and the 
desperation continues.  The Ladies Guild contributes to this need.  
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On behalf of the volunteers of FISH of Englewood, as well as the residents we serve, I wish to offer sincere thanks for 
the $150.00 donation we received. 

FISH OF ENGLEWOOD 

HEARING IMPAIRED PERSONS 
Thank you for your recent donation of $150.00.  The Board of Directors and staff of Hearing Impaired Persons (HIP) 
appreciate the support you have shown to our organization and we are very grateful. 

LADIES GUILD KEEPS BUSY 

On March 19th, the Canari people had the complete Bible available to them in their own language. 

It took almost 30 years for both the Old and New Testament translations to be completed.  Much has changed in those 
years, for the Canari people and the world.  But God’s Word and Christ’s love remain the same.  When the Canari 
read their Bible, they receive the same message of salvation, hope and redemption we receive when we read Scripture 
in our heart language.  This translation Scripture is more than an historic document – it changes history, impacting 
souls and transforming lives.  Because of this Bible, people have the opportunity to come to faith in Jesus Christ, and 
faith in Jesus Christ leads to an eternity in heaven. 

Thank you for your continued support of LBT’s mission. 

LUTHERAN BIBLE TRANSLATORS 

LUTHERAN BRAILLE WORKERS 
More than 161 million people are blind or severely visually impaired and need access to the technology that allow them 
to feel connect to God’s message.  Lutheran Braille Workers addresses these technological needs through the 
production of specialized Large Print and Braille.  This production accomplished by more than 5,100 missionary 
manufactures (volunteers) throughout the United States and Canada, helps connect people with visual impairment to 
the story of Jesus. 

Ladies Guild supports this mission. 

Submitted by Margie Cypher 



The Sunday School is looking forward to moving into the 
next quarter of lessons.  Before we begin that new 
quarter we will continue to work our way through the 
New Testament on our Journey with Jesus.  Keep your 
eyes opened for the September Newsletter for news on 
Rally Day!!!  As always we look forward to this event to 
celebrate the beginning of a new Sunday School Year. 

Sunday School is an essential ingredient in the children’s 
faith life, if you are aware of children that do not have a 
church home, please let me know and we would be 
happy to include them in 
our Rally Day, Sunday 
School and bus pick up 
schedule.  “Let the children 
come to Me; do not hinder 
them, for to such belongs the 
kingdom of God. Truly I say 
to you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God 
like a child shall not enter 
it.”  Mark 10:14-15  

There is a new children’s Bible 
available through Concordia 
Publishing House that we highly 
recommend for children and 
grandchildren.  It is called The 
Story Bible.  Teach children about 
the Bible in a way like never 
before.  Concordia Publishing 
House’s new release, The Story Bible, delivers beautiful 
life-like art combined with features not normally found in 
children’s Bibles such as discussion questions, learning 
activities, and prayers.  The Story Bible is designed to 
engage children and to build a strong foundation in 
Christ.  The Story Bible is recommended for children ages 
3-8.  To see a copy visit our Sunday School and take a 
peek into this precious learning treasure.  You can  order 
The Story Bible through our church office.  By ordering 
through our office you may save 33% on your purchase.  
We’ll need to have more than 10 orders in order to 
receive this savings.  Purchase price is only $19.99! 

 In Christ Service, Lisa Kress 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Many people enjoy visiting 
Lighthouses and often make this part 
of their vacations.  Michigan is listed 
as  having the most lighthouses and 
Florida has more than 36.  Some are 
still operating while others have 
been de-commissioned.  They were 
and many still are used to guide 
those on the waters to safety as their 
beam of light sweeps across the 
waters as the sun dips into the 
horizon and darkness descends 
around them.  This beacon of light 
becomes their guide. 

God, also, is our “Lighthouse” 
throughout life.  As we face the trials 
and stormy waters of life, be it 
illness, death of a loved one, 
divorce, financial problems, loss of a 

job or home, loss of a friend, or any 
other difficulty, be assured that God 
is your beacon, guiding you on His 
path, offering you His strength and 
reassurance.  He has promised us 
that He will NEVER leave us or 
forsake us.  Find comfort in walking 
the road of life with the Lord and 
those He places in your path.  His 
light and love can fill your heart and 
home with rays of hope.  Bask in the 
security of His love, knowing that 
His guiding hand is sustaining you.  
Use His word to strengthen you! 

“God is our refuge and strength, an 
ever-present help in times of 
trouble.”  Psalm 46:1 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and 

I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever.”  Psalm106:4 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and 
a light for my path.”  Psalm 119:105 

Your servants, Carol Carlos, Nancy 
Hall, Carol Haupt 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
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Bible Lessons 

 

Chapel is on Mondays at 

3:45 

  

8/1 The Ten 

Commandants 

Exodus 20:1-21 

  

8/8 God Made The 

World 

Genesis 1:1-31 

  

8/15 God Made Animals 

And People 

Genesis1:24-31; 2:7-3:15 

  

8/22 Noah & The Flood 

Genesis 6-8 

  

8/29 God Calls Abraham 

Genesis 12:1-5 

  

 

  

God saw that it was 

good. 
Genesis 1:10 

  

 

 

 

Submitted by Wendy Horvath 

Birthdays 

Jason 8/3 

Seth 8/10 

Matthew 8/16 

Mark 8/18 

Ava T. 8/20 

Gavin 8/20 

              

Welcome to 

Redeemer Child Care 

  

Ashton, Lily,  

Donnie & Mya 

 

Annual Ice Cream 

Social 
August 14, 2011 

2-4pm 

In the Fellowship Hall 

Free Ice Cream with all 

the toppings! Your 

Childcare Staff will be 

serving. Games for kids. 

  

 
  

Charlotte County School 

Starts August 8, 2011 

  

  

 

A Great Big Thank 

You! 
 To: Tim Frees and 

 Dale Whipple for 

building us a wall to 

separate our VPK room 

and Cafeteria. 

WE LOVE IT! 

 ALSO 

To: Tim Frees, Dale 

Whipple, Kevin Hopkins, 

Steven Horvath, Charlie 

Vovcsko, Bill Bowers & 

Pastor for cleaning up 

are Child Care 

Playground. 

CHILD CARE NEWS 



AUGUST 7th 
  Helen Plank & Harold Hale 

AUGUST 14th 
  Donna Antonelli 

AUGUST 21st  
  Erv & Betty Maki 

AUGUST 28th 
  Dick & Betty Clemens 

AUGUST 7th 
  Donna Antonelli 

AUGUST 14th 
  Lisa Kress 

AUGUST 21st 
  Pat Petersen 
  Doris Dyhkuizen 

AUGUST 28th 
  Mary Ann Free 

GREETERS COFFEE HOUR 

PRAYERS 

SHUT-INS:  Marjorie Boliere, Gloria Carlson, Evelyn Etheridge, Ruth Jansch, Leona Morrison, Jim Prather, and Ruth 

Sutley. 

HEALING: Members:  Fred Fernald, Cecil Grahl, Gretchen Hammerberg, Bernice Heppner, Dick & Lorraine 

Hughes, Bob Johnson, Cliff Larsen, Gary Lute, Sandy McGrath, Clara Mitchell, Brianna Neef, Herb Petersen, Don 

Plesner, Pam Replinger, Duwayne Schoeneck, Ed Sita, Ruth Speer, Marie Talley, Ronald Woller, Eileen Zwick. 

Friends & Relatives:  Lorraine Agens, Linny Aspery, Grace Blum, Georgia Bush, Jack & Cathy Carlos, Ted Carr, 
Bobbett Clark, Carly DeFeos, Renee Dempsey, John Denick, Irene DiTommaso, Nick Frees, Manual Galan, Glenn 

Galway, Malia Grayer, Ellen Hammerschlag, Debbie Harrison, Larry Headun, Claudette Hendershot, Glory Herget, 

Bill Hillis, Robin Hincman, Tom Holt, Stanley Jablonski, Douglas Johnson, Heather Johnson, Betty Kabert, Rachel 

Kagay, Marinela Kandt, Julie Keck, Jim Lane, Denise Line, Sean Maki, Elsie Malecki, Dan Mason, Joe Manson, Patrick 

McCord, Cathy Miles, Pete Mogg, Linda Mohr, John Molle, Kaye Gene Mortenson, Ann Nagel, Judy Nagel, Rev. 
Gary Nehring, Dan Niemann, Darwin & Noreen Oliver, Charles Pentecost Jr., Ronnie Powers, Mary Raines, Sherrie 

Rhoades, Delaney Saunders, Nancy Sly, Debbie Speer Smith, Michael Stio, Eva Tabbitas, 

Samantha Jo Ann Toth, Phyllis Tucker, Helen Weishaar, Cindy Whitaker, Gordan Winkel. 

Military Personnel: Daniel Anderson, Matthew Anderson, Adam Buchner, Eric Byrne, Kevin 

Copeman, Christopher Dutch, Michael Garza, Christopher Hankins, Jonathan Hibbard, Jonathan 
Hudson, Nathan Hudson, Brian Jackson, Katherine Janssen, Keith Janssen, Josh Johnson, Joshua 

Jones, Eric Kieselburg, Jesse Krone, Michael Monson, Jesse Morse, Christian Mosser, Jeremy 

Schaitz, Scott Senna, Brandon Smith, Jeremy Twombly, Matthew Walenta, and Charles 

Weishaar. 
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We swung on a vine, braved the rapids, and had a  

BIG JUNGLE ADVENTURE!  

But none of this would have been possible without the help of our Vacation Bible 
School Staff and Volunteers. We first thank the Lord for sending more than 50 

children each of the 5 days of VBS and we especially give thanks to: 

 Child Care Staff Student/Parent Volunteers 

 Cherylann Galway Max Leksche 

 Miranda Leksche Mark Horvath 

 April Mitchell Samantha Martel 

 Ayshia Sisson Haley Scott 

 Cheryl Thatcher Alex Murphy 

 Megan Trimble McKenna Heldenbrand 

 Katie Weeks Sheila Murphy 

 Lisa Kress  

Church Volunteers 

 Bill Bowers Pam Replinger 

 Sarah Cooper Mary Kay Straw 

 Doris Dykhuizen Pat Petersen 

 Bernice Heppner Donna Antonelli 

 Helen Plank Jane Hoivik 

 Dorothy Sinowetski Gudrun Janke 

 Pastor Kress Karen Kirkland 

and the Board of Outreach 

And a huge jungle-rific thanks to our VBS Coordinator 

WENDY HORVATH 

We learned so much in our 

FAITH JOURNEY WITH JESUS 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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FOURTH OF JULY PICNIC 



CLASSIFIEDS 
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Beautician/Manicurist Debbie Balogh  Purple Palace  941-475-0731 
 Linda Pontello  Purple Palace  941-475-0731 

Sales—Rentals Pineapple Gulf Properties—Glenda McDorman, Owner/Broker (Lessie Kirch’s 
 Daughter) 880 S. McCall Road Englewood, FL 34223.   
 Office:  941-473-0300, Cell:  941-330-7922. 

Wanted Work any job from A-Z, nothing is too big or small;  cleaning, cooking, babysitting, 
 yard work!  Please call Sheryl (Twombly) Holden at 941-928-5238. 

Cleaning Services Free estimates!  Please contact Sheila Murphy at 941-473-1747. 

Lawn Care Call John Zimmerman at 941-445-0772 for a free estimate. 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR THRIVENT REPRESENTATIVE ABOUT  
DIRECT  THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

Giving back makes an important impact in people’s lives.  Last year alone, Thrivent Financial provided more than $100 
million to help congregations, communities and individuals in need.  Members who own Thrivent Financial products 
help make this support possible. 

Thrivent Choice lets you recommend where some of Thrivent Financial’s charitable outreach funds go by directing 
Choice DollarsSM and by participating in Voting Events.  Contact Tim Byrne at 941-488-0625.  
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We, the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church are called into the service of our Lord by 
accepting His command (Matthew 28:18-20): 

• Making disciples of all nations/peoples. 
• Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

• Proclaiming the Gospel and teaching the Word.  
Christ’s love for us compels us to serve our neighbors as He served us. 
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