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   REDEEMER                       

O nce again we begin a 
new year. But what has 

changed? The sun rose and set 
one more time and, suddenly, it 
is all new? Not really. The new 
year is just a mark in time, 
something like drawing a line on 
the beach with your finger 
before the waves wash it away. 
Now your checks will read 2016 
instead of 2015 – or, if you are 
like me, the first three weeks or 
so will have 2015 crossed out 
and 2016 crammed into the 
little space that is left, because I 
forget to mentally make the 
change. 

We have a new year, a new 
opportunity to “pick yourself up, 
dust yourself off, and start all 
over again,” as the song says (I 
think Frank Sinatra sang it). 
However, we have that same 
opportunity every morning as 
we daily put that old man to 
death in the waters of our 
Baptism and a new man daily 
emerges and arises who will live 
before God in righteousness and 
purity forever. We can make a 
big deal out of the "new" year or 
we could simply ignore its 
newness. What we cannot do is 

avoid the necessity of living in it. 
It is not good or right that we 
live in the past. Another thing 
we cannot avoid in the “new” 
year is the challenge and 
opportunity it gives us to 
repent, and then to live before 
God and man as the child of God 
we are called to be. 

All of our life, as a Christian, is 
just like the new year. That’s 
right, a new and yet not so very 
different from the past. It’s like a 
contradiction in terms. We enter 
a “new” year but as a child of 
God, almost nothing is new or 
changes. I am going to attempt 
to describe it in the following 
paragraphs. So, if it seems 
confusing, well, welcome to my 
crazy and weird mind, as it is at 
times. You know how I am.  

To start with, nothing has really 
changed by the rolling around of 
another January 1st. If you 
accumulate enough January 1st’s 
in your lifetime, you usually 
have something. It’s called old 
age. But just because the 
calendar turned from 2015 to 
2016, it didn’t change the color 
of your house, or the make of 

(Continued on page 4) 
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“ In all things I have shown you that . . . 

we must help the weak and remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, 

‘It is more blessed to give than to 

receive’” (Acts 20:35). And indeed it is. Does 

this not strike a chord that resonates in us all? 

Which of us can’t recall the look of surprise 

and thanks for the Christmas gifts that we 

labored to give to those whom we love? And 

the joy written on their face when that gift is 

received with thanksgiving means more than 

all the gifts we have received. It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.  

 

Our Lord knew this because He practiced it. 

He gave of Himself, sparing not even His life 

in death, in order to give us back to our Father 

in heaven. He knew that in giving, you get 

more because in giving joy is multiplied: the 

one who receives and the one who gives both 

rejoice in what is given and received. What is 

more the one who receives is thankful and 

only wants to give back to the one who gave 

so generously. 

 

So also with our tithes and offerings in church. 

We want to give because we have received 

from God all that we are and all that we have. 

Our giving does not originate in what we must 

do to earn God’s favor. We have God’s favor 

because of the gift of His Son which we 

receive through Word and Sacrament. Thus, 

we are made free from the compulsion of 

giving. Now our tithes and offering are freely 

given in thanksgiving for what God has so 

generously given to us.  

 

Why then does the church struggle to make 

budgets? Why does the church always seem 

stretched so thin? After all the Church is the 

place where God not only gives to us once, 

but continually again and again. And what 

gifts He gives! He gives us the forgiveness of 

sins, generously pouring out His grace and 

mercy because He loves us. So why does the 

church struggle? 

 

It is because sin still clings to us. Our fallen 

nature makes us selfish and miserly. It leads 

us to believe that we can have our cake and 

eat it too. Because of sin we want to receive, 

but not give. We want God's blessings, but we 

don’t want to share them with those around us. 

We want to remain comfortable in our own 

self-contained, neat, and tidy lives, without the 

headaches of loving those around us by 

helping them in their time of need.  

 

“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 

he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.’” Remember that God has 

placed you in a church, not only to receive His 

grace and mercy, but also to use you to bless 

others. Your tithes and offerings ensure that 

those around you have a pastor to preach the 

life-saving and life-giving Word of God. They 

ensure that the lights and heat and air-

conditioning are working. They ensure there is 

water for Holy Baptism and bread and wine 

for the Holy Communion. Everything the 

Church does, she is able to do by and through 

the generosity of the members of the Church. 

 

So remember the words of the Lord Jesus. It is 

more blessed to give than to receive. And 

remember the joy that attended the gifts you 

gave at Christmas. This same joy attends your 

gifts to the church.  
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SERVING THE LORD 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

B y the time you are reading this January issue of the 
Redeemer Reporter, the main Thanksgiving and 

Christmas Holidays have passed.  I hope, like Gwen and I, you 
were able to be with family and friends during this blessed 
time of the year.  We had a wonderful time and were able to get 
our two sons with family altogether in Panama City, Florida.  
How much fun it was but found out entertaining with a 6 
month, 4 year and 5 year old can be tiring…but we sincerely 
enjoyed every minute of it. 
 
As we look forward into 2016 we have a very important Voters 
meeting on January 24th.  On years ending in 0 and 5, our By 
Laws call for a review of our Constitution and By Laws.  I am so 
grateful for the dedication of the Committee consisting of 
George Dykhuizen as Chairman, Laurie Steinke and Bud Harty 
for their work assignment to update the Constitution and By 
Laws.  Copies are available for review in the office and Church 
Narthex.  The plan is to vote on these revisions at the January 
24th Voters meeting.  If you have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to contact Pastor Kress, myself or any member 
of the review committee. 
 
We still have some very important positions that need filling.  
Human Care is a vital part of our ministry and we are in need of 
a chairperson for that committee.  Assimilation Committee is 
also in need of a chairperson and members.  Shortly after the 
Constitution and By Laws are approved, the plan is to seek out 
Elders.  Please, if you have an interest in any of these or other 
boards or positions, give me a call.  Our ministry works at it’s 
best when these positions are all filled.   
 
May God Bless each and every one you.   Happy New Year! 
 
Stephen Wurster 



your car, or how 
your knees feel. 
The conditions in 
your life mark a 
challenge to all 
that talk about the 
"new." You have to 

make it something new or it’s just more of 
the same old stuff. 

We Christians have the challenge of living 
out an ancient faith and holding fast to the 
unchanging truth in the midst of a rapidly 
changing culture and world. The challenges 
of the modern Christian life are different 
from what they were in the past, aren’t they? 
And yet, they are very similar in some ways 
too. Back in the days when life was so 
settled, so predictable, the only thing that 
changed was your age. The challenge of the 
life of the Christian was often to live the 
unchanging faith in the midst of unchanging 
circumstances. That, in and of itself, 
presented its own challenges.  

Today, change is one of the more reliable 
features of our lives. For example, the 
technology we once considered too new to 
be relevant is now technology most of us 
can’t live without; such as cellphones, 
smartphones, iPads, laptops, email, social 
media on the internet like Facebook, 
Twitter, or Pintrest. We didn’t want it when 
it came (at least some of us didn’t) but now 
that we have it, it seems hard to imagine 
living without it. It’s like this: some of us can 
remember life before electric service 
reached our homes, now we can’t even 
imagine living without all that electricity 
provides for us. We can remember living 
without electricity, but we would be 
reluctant to return to those conditions. 

Society has changed too. Gone are the block 

parties and the neighborhood watch. We 
used to be “neighbor” to one another. There 
was a peaceful security of the world in our 
youth. You remember when no one had to 
lock their homes, and children could go out 
and play all day, and you didn’t have to 
worry about them being kidnapped or 
someone accusing you of child neglect. 
Those were the days when almost everyone 
we knew went to church almost every 
Sunday. It used to be that everyone we knew 
went to the same church we did. Then things 
began to change and suddenly everyone had 
their own church, but at least they still went 
to church.  

Today people debate whether we should 
say, “Merry Christmas” or, “Happy Holidays.” 
We don’t want to “offend” anyone. Most of 
our friends and neighbors do not go to 
church any more, and they often have no 
real idea what the Christian faith really is 
about. And quite frankly, they generally 
don’t want to hear it from you unless they 
ask. But isn’t this the world in which we are 
to let our lights shine and confess the 
unchanging truths of the faith? 

Even the church has changed. The familiar 
hymnals are being replaced with 
mimeographed (or photocopied) pages, 
sometimes with the entire service, including 
the words to the hymns, printed in the 
bulletins, or with the “praise wall” where 
they project the words you are to sing or say 
on a screen. That hasn’t happened here at 
Redeemer, but when you travel, don’t be 
surprised when you see it! The service is 
different in many places. Now they say 
things we used to chant, and there are new 
hymns and new bits of liturgy, and some 
places have abandoned the familiar liturgies 
for something new every week, perhaps a 
familiar shape but filled with new substance 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 

4        JANUARY 2016 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

 

“ANOTHER NEW YEAR OF NO CHANGE” 



every week. And we are supposed to 
pretend that this is the same old faith and 
the same old worship we grew up with? 

But we are filled with the certainty that 
more than just the style of worship is being 
changed, and it seems that the challenges 
before us have begun to include holding 
fast to sound doctrine and being unbending 
in our confession in a world and in a church 
that requires flexibility and tolerance. And 
yet, in some miraculous way, we want to be 
flexible in the right way. We want to meet 
the needs of this changing environment 
and be a winsome presence for the sake of 
the saving Gospel and for the welfare of 
others as much as for our own. 

Living in this new world, in this new year, 
demands the best of us. We must use all of 
our wits to manage being faithful without 
being rude or bound by mere traditions. 
We must reason our way through things 
but we also need to be cautious of reason, 
for reason is not always faithful either. We 
have to think and evaluate changes we see 
and not respond foolishly but faithfully and 
yet, we must not simply follow what seems 
best to us. The challenge of the Christian 
life is very much like the difference 
between the old year and the new year – 
nothing has changed, really, and yet 
everything is new and different somehow 
as well. 

This challenging situation is all God’s doing. 
God has not invited us to live the easy life. 
Jesus compared that kind of living to the 
wide and easy road with a wide gate which 
leads to destruction – and many are those 
who enter by that gate! God has 
deliberately set before us a life filled with 
contradictions. It is our fault, too, of course. 
Sin is the culprit. Sin is the cause of all 
heartaches and heartbreaks. We have 

sinned and so the world is not simple, and 
life is not easy and its course is not as plain 
to us as it may well have been without sin. 
But when God called us to faith, and 
claimed us as His own, and made us 
ambassadors of His grace, and gave us our 
part in His great plan, He called us to live in 
the contradictions of life as it exists in this 
world of sin and grace. 

In one sense, He did everything. Jesus 
redeemed us.  We are rescued, forgiven, 
and made righteous by His divine decree. 
In another sense, He has made us partners 
in His work. He actually makes it work, but 
He gives each of us a role. The work of His 
grace is like the work of foreknowledge, 
that is, His wisdom. He makes it happen, 
but He works with us and through us and 
leaves us with the challenge of life. He 
works and He uses us in His work, and yet 
all the success is His, all the praise is His, all 
the glory is His, and all the honor is, yes, 
still His. But He shares the glory of the 
accomplishments with us by grace. We 
actually do stuff, but it is God at work 
through us. 

That is the contradiction of our lives in 
Christ. How do we hold to the good of the 
past and embrace the good of the future 
and bring into it all that God has given us? 
How do we do that? Where ever you go, 
you can see the Church around you 
struggling with these same issues. 
Sometimes the answers that we see others 
choosing are troubling for us, and 
sometimes the choices we seem to have 
made are frustrating. It seems like what we 
want and what we need is fading away, or 
at the very least, becoming very difficult to 
find or hold onto. How do we handle this? 
What is our best approach? We need a 
miracle, don’t we? 

(Continued from page 4) 
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At this point, you expect an answer, and 
guess what, I've got one. But, I caution you, 
it’s not an easy answer. It’s not an answer 
you’re willing to embrace. The answer is to 
do your best. That’s right! Stick to the Word 
of God, and trust God to make it all work 
out, according to His good favor, according 
to His good and gracious will. 

For example, there have been times when 
not changing how we worship would have 
been the best choice for most of us, but that 
choice doesn't really exist anymore. The 
world is moving forward, and even if we 
don’t want to go with it, we are stuck in the 
world and going along for the ride. There 
may remain small pockets of those who are 
resistant to change, but they will grow 
smaller and fewer as time goes on. Change 
is inevitable, at least in certain regards. 

However, we cannot allow some things to 
change.  Doctrine, for example, can never 
be compromised. God’s Word is the 
substance of what it is that we believe and 
confess. Therefore, the teachings of Jesus 
must remain the same and we need to 
remain faithful and true to them. If we 
change that, we end up with a different 
religion, and, as St. Paul says to the Church 
in Galatia, a different Gospel is no Gospel at 
all! There will always be the pressure to 
change our doctrine, and so we need to 
make up our minds that we will face that 
pressure and stand firm in the faith no 
matter what it may cost us: popularity, 
lower attendance, decreased giving, or 
government persecution. 

You see, a lot of change has happened 
because people were simply not willing to 
hold on to the way things were. It was 
unpopular, or it demanded their time and 
study, or it was going to cost them money, 
maybe even a lot of money, and it did not 
seem worth the cost to them, so they let go 
of what was and they went with the flow 

and allowed the changes to take place. 
Mind you, not all change is bad, but there 
are some things worth fighting for, worth 
the effort to keep them from changing, at 
least for us and our circumstances. There is 
actually a word used in the church of 
people who stand for what is true and right 
and are willing to pay the price for their 
confession. They are called martyrs. The 
more, well-known of this group have 
certainly paid even with their lives, but you 
don’t have to die to be a martyr. You just 
have to stand on the truth and pay the price 
of taking that stand. 

Because we are in a time of change, we 
have to stake out our position and identify 
what is worth paying the price for, and then 
stand firm trusting in God above all things. 
What we stand for is a judgment call, a 
conscious decision and that is where doing 
your best comes in to play. You have to 
study and know what is true and what is 
worth the price you may have to pay. You 
don’t have to decide what to stand on. We 
stand on the Word of God. You simply have 
to decide what to stand for. Different 
people will often make different decisions 
in that regard. Just because they are 
different, does not mean that they are 
wrong. Some will take a stand on the 
liturgy, and not let go of it. Some will 
choose to fight for retaining hymns, good, 
old, solid hymns. In some places, they have 
to fight to keep the Small Catechism. I know 
it sounds strange, but some who call 
themselves Lutheran want to stop using the 
Catechism, the Creeds, the Lord’s Prayer, 
and even Confession of sins and Absolution. 
Strange for Lutherans to think that way, 
isn’t it? 

In every case though, it comes down to 
fighting for the doctrine. Doctrine is all that 
really matters, but doctrine shapes how we 
do what we do, and what it is that we try to 
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do. Our only weapon in this fight is the 
Word of God and a faithful confession. And 
the battle can get lonely, and long, and 
painful, and very costly in every way it can 
become costly. The good thing is, is that we 
are not called by God to win the battles. No! 
We are simply called to stand faithfully. 

Standing faithfully also means things like 
remembering that our enemy is never the 
people around us who disagree with us, but 
the devil who deceives them and drives 
them to heresy – false teaching. We are still 
to love our enemies and pray for them. But, 
we are never to love them in such a way 
that we surrender the truth or the battle to 
them. Remember what Jesus said: “He who 
loves father or mother more than Me is not 
worthy of Me; and he who loves son or 
daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 
And he who does not take his cross and 
follow after Me is not worthy of 
Me” (Matthew 10:37). 

The final step in the answer I would give is 
a First Commandment answer: to trust in 
God above all things. He will take your 
faithfulness to Him and His Word and make 
everything work out just right, that is, just 
and right according to His good and 
gracious will. That doesn’t mean that He 
will make it work out the way you want it 
to, necessarily, but the way He wants it to 

work out. Sometimes we fight for the wrong 
things, simply because we cannot see as 
clearly as God does, but He does not let our 
faithfulness go without effect. He notices it. 
But more importantly, when we fight the 
good fight of faith, we can always have the 
comfort of knowing that God will make all 
things work out according to His will, 
especially in the end. 

This is the condition of the life of the Child 
of God in this ever changing world. You 
have heard me point out an old Latin 
phrase penned by Luther: Simul justus et 
peccatur. It means we are at the very same 
time saint and sinner. Crushed and yet not 
defeated. Dying and yet we live. Worthy of 
nothing except the wrath of God, and yet 
chosen by Him for His love and grace and 
salvation. Facing a new year, and yet the 
same old challenges of standing firm and 
faithful, doing what is right where others 
expect us to just follow the herd. Looking at 
the new year and Pastor Kress giving you 
the same old marching orders, we are 
reminded, “Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life” (Revelation 
2:10). 

Happy New Year everyone! Let’s face it 
together, in Christ’s name and all the time 
standing on His Word! 

Yours in the Faithfulness of Jesus, 
Pastor Kress 

(Continued from page 6) 
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T he end of the semester was finally 
in sight. During the last few 

months, about twenty students and I had 
journeyed with Mohammed though the 
Arabian desert, sat in silence with the 
meditating Buddha, swam in the 
polytheistic sea of Hinduism, and swept 
even the smallest of living creatures aside 
as the Jains walked along. We had seen it 
all. And all of it was rather fascinating. To 
think that on this single planet there are so 
many religions, so many deities, so many 
ways of connecting with a higher power.  

One of the students, partly out of curiosity, 
partly out of sheer frustration with the 
volume of the subject matter, raised his 
hand and asked the question that many in 
the class had probably been asking 
themselves, “When it comes right down it, 
Professor, don’t most of these religions 
lead to the same God?” 

Those who would answer “yes” to that 
question do so for different reasons. There 
are some who affirm that most (or even all) 
religions lead to the same God from sheer 
intellectual laziness. Rather than study 
various faiths, rather than read their 
scriptures, the lazy mind simply shrugs and 
says, “Oh, it doesn’t matter; they all 
basically believe the same thing and 
worship the same God.” 

Others give an affirmative answer from a 
theological perspective. These are the folks 
who believe there’s only one God, but think 
that this one God manifests himself in a 
vast number of ways to different nations, 
cultures, and religions. He is the divine 
equivalent of the person in a one-actor 
play; he’s always running behind the 
curtain to change outfits, apply makeup, 

and reappear looking like a totally different 
deity on the world’s religious stage. To 
some he is Allah, to others Shiva, to others 
he is simply the Great Spirit or a higher 
power. But, according to this perspective, 
the same God is simply wearing a 
multitude of divine masks. 

So what do you think? When it comes right 
down to it, don’t most of these religions 
lead to the same God? My answer—and I 
believe the answer of the Christian 
scriptures—is an emphatic YES. Most faiths 
in the world do worship the same deity; 
their religious paths lead to the same 
destination. Only it’s not the deity you 
might think, or the destination they have 
planned. 

The Greatest Proponent of Religion 

The deity behind most religions is, in fact, 
not a deity at all. He is indeed a great and 
mighty spirit, but he is not divine. Paul calls 
him “an angel of light” (2 Cor 11:14) and 
the “god of this world” (2 Cor 4:4). Jesus 
calls him “the father of lies” (John 8:44) 
and “the deceiver of the whole world” (Rev 
12:9). He is the created spirit who rebelled 
against heaven long ago, and was cast out 

(Continued on page 9) 
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(Rev 12:7-9). And ever since, this 
archenemy of the true God, who hates 
humanity with a passion, has made it his 
mission to get back at God by duping as 
many people as possible into lies that lead 
away from heaven. 

He is cunning and calculating, this deceiver, 
so he puts his best foot forward. He 
realizes that the most effective way to 
achieve his goal is not through violence and 
abject evil, but through that which seems 
positive and pious. Better to coat poison 
with sugar. Moreover, he is well aware that 
people are by nature religious, so striving 
to make atheists of everyone would be a 
foolish battle plan. Therefore, instead of 
suppressing man’s religious nature, he 
heightens it, then redirects it toward the 
deity of his own devising. 

The deceiver is the greatest proponent of 
religion that the world has ever seen. He is 
a god-maker, a religion-manufacturer, a 
faith-founder. Some of these religions are 
closer to the truth than others, but each 
one is designed to deceive. And although 
the deceptions are numerous, they are all 
aimed at one main goal: to keep the 
worshiper from belief in and confession of 
Jesus Christ as the Savior whom the Father 
has sent. In short, in all religions founded 
by the deceiver, the Gospel is not found. 
And as long as that Gospel is not there, 
there is only death, only lies, only a divine 
mask behind which Satan hisses out his 
hatred of humanity. 

What is Sacrificed to Idols is Actually 
Offered to Demons 

The biblical writers acknowledged that the 
many gods and lords of the world were 

nothing but disguises for the deceiver. Paul 
writes to the church at Corinth, “What do I 
mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols 
is anything, or that an idol is anything? No, 
but I say that the things which the Gentiles 
sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and not 
to God,” (1 Cor 10:19-20). Note the 
italicized phrases; the false gods to whom 
the unbelievers sacrifice are not gods at all, 
but demons masquerading as divinities. In 
an OT hymn as well, the poet says of the 
earlier Israelites, “They even sacrificed 
their sons and their daughters to the 
demons, and shed innocent blood, the 
blood of their sons and their daughters, 
whom they sacrificed to the idols of 
Canaan,” (Ps 106:37). The Canaanite idols 
to whom they thought they were giving up 
their children were nothing more than 
bloodthirsty demons. And earlier, Moses 
affirmed this same truth, “They sacrificed 
to demons who were not God, to gods 
whom they have not known, new gods who 
came lately, whom your fathers did not 
dread,” (Deut 32:17). 

The biblical witness is clear: all the so-
called gods and lords and idols who are the 
object of people’s devotion, to whom they 
offer their sacrifices, to whom they pray, 
whom they call God and Lord, are sadly 
nothing but a front for the father of lies. 
The deceiver of the whole world has, 
indeed, deceived much of the world by the 
establishment of religions, all of which, 
except one, lead to eternal ruin 

The Single Way that Leads to the One, 
True, Saving God of Love 

Most religions do lead to the same god, the 
god of this world, but there is one that 
leads to the true God. That true God, Jesus 

(Continued from page 8) 
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THE KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE 

D o you hold the keys to a successful marriage? 
Some say they do. What are the keys that 

drive your marriage in the right direction? What keeps 
you “in love” with your spouse day after day? Or maybe 
you feel your marriage is going nowhere fast, even in 
the wrong direction. In fact, your marriage is in neutral. 
And while you sit there idling, your spouse manages to 
drive you crazy. Are the doors to intimacy with your 
spouse locked? Would you like to reignite and reengage 
in the intimate delight once shared? Would you like the 
keys to unlock the doors to a more vibrant, exciting, and 
successful marriage? 

Come join Pastor Kress in this four week encounter 
beginning Wednesday, January 13th at 6:30 PM in 
Fellowship Hall. This study is designed to give couples 
and individuals the keys to the joy of marriage through 
the guidance of God’s Word. With God’s help, couples 
will develop skills in meaningful and purposeful communication. And most importantly, 
couples and individuals will recognize the value and significance in the power of 
forgiveness. 

Christ, is the God who has come down from heaven to defeat the work of the deceiver by 
bringing humanity into a saving communion with Himself. He is the way for all who 
have gone astray, He is the truth for all who have swallowed the lies of the evil one, He is 
the life for all who are caught in the grave of sin and death. He has not come to condemn 
the world, but to save the world—to save you. 

In Jesus Christ, and in Him alone, the Father has manifested His heart to humanity. In 
that divine heart beats a love for you that knows no bounds. It is a love that is higher 
than heaven, deeper than hell, a love that is as big as God Himself, for He is love. And 
that love is all for you. It is a love that saves you from the lies of this world by uniting 
you to Jesus Christ—the friend of sinners, the Savior of the lost, the God of truth. 

(Continued from page 9) 

MOST RELIGIONS DO LEAD  

        TO THE SAME GOD  



Thank you, Thank You!!!  We made our goal of 10 units and even exceeded our 
goal by 5 units.  Remember, each donation can save up to three lives, so that means 45 
patients could benefit from the lifesaving efforts of blood donors.  Every two seconds, 
someone needs blood. The blood donated at our blood drive will likely be transfused 
into a patient within 48 to 72 hours. The turnaround is that fast and is that constant. 
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November 2015: 

          ACTUAL                  BUDGET   OVER/(UNDER) 

                      INCOME:      $12,364                INCOME:    $15,415        (3,051)         

           EXPENSE:     $13,694    EXPENSE:   $17,517       (3,823)            

 

                    YEAR TO DATE (AS OF  November 30, 2015) 

        ACTUAL    BUDGET 

        INCOME:       $162,568   INCOME:  $169,497       (6,929)         

        EXPENSE:       $183,188  EXPENSE:  $198,762      (15,574)         

FROM THE TREASURER 

ONEBLOOD HONOR ROLL 



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT  

OF THE MONTH 
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T his month we would like to spotlight a wonderful woman from 

our congregation who plays very important and essential part 

behind the scenes to keep things running smoothly… 

 

First and foremost, Pat is our webmaster! When you visit our 

Redeemer Church website, as well as the Redeemer Child Care website, 

know that Pat is the person who has put it all together and keeps it all 

up to date.  By volunteering to take on this job, Pat saves Redeemer 

thousands of dollars a year. 

 

If you call the Church office on any given Monday, Pat will most likely 

be the person you will talk to.  She graciously volunteers to “man the 

office” on Mondays.  She makes sure our shut-ins receive their weekly 

service bulletin, answers the phone, as well as all the other tasks that 

are required.   

Pat Finkenbine 



PRAYERS 
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SHUT-INS:  Carl & Betty Bertka, Alice 
Borowski, Betty Keller, Helen Perry, and Ruth 
Sutley. 

HEALING:  Mickie Abel, Marion Bise, Frank 
Demma, Pat Finkenbine, Bernice Heppner, 
Susan Jahns, Dave Johnson, Rita Kaufmann, 
Sandy McGrath, Bob Mortenson, Bob Payne, 
Carolyn Plesner, Joyce Redding, Duwayne 
Schoeneck, Fred Toth, Bob Varone, Robert 
Vickey, and Steve Wurster. 

Friends & Relatives: Linny Aspery, Dick & 
Marilyn Bjornas, Grace Blum, Michelle 
Bernard, Bill Bowers, Jr., Debbie Buel, Dennis 
Burchell, Georgia Bush, Jack Carlos, Diane 
Carr, Debbie Carr, Esther Clapham, Bobbett 
Clark, Joanne Clymo, Martin Cressman, Renee 
Dempsey, Dale DesJardins, Brian DeTrow, Ed 
DeTrow, Irene DiTommaso, James Dodge, 
Barb Dumeah, Bruce Everson, Darla 
Finkenbine, Marla Flores, Lou Fountain, 
Denver Fredett, Manual Galan, Glenn Galway, 
Liam Garland, Sandra Gettings, Nancy Gleis, 
Friends and Family of Richard Grayson, 
Shelley Roedel Gutz, Debbie Harrison, Larry 

Headun, Claudette 
Hendershot, Joel Heppner, 
Walter Heppner, Glory 
Herget, Joan Hillis, Robin 
Hincman, David Hirtle, 
Larry Hladun, Carol 
Holmes, Linda Holt, John 
Hunter, Linda Hunter, 
Stanley & Lynne Jablonski, Bill Jaquest, Chris 
Johnson, Heather Johnson, Rachel Kagay, John 
Kearns, Elizabeth Lynn Klopfenstein, Stacey 
Lampert, Ray Likowski, Sean Maki, Joe 
Manson, Candace McGowan, Pete Mogg, John 
Montondo, Mike Morrissey, Maureen Nesvacil, 
Charles Pentecost Jr., Margo Plamondon, Mary 
Raines, Rachell Sanders, Ashley Scudder,  
Nancy Sly, Virginia Stanley, Charles Tolley, 
Samantha Jo Ann Toth, George Vespa, Steven 
Walker, Christy Wallace, Helen Weishaar, and 
Gordan Winkel. 

Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky, 
Michael Broughton, Brian Jackson, Joshua 
Jones, Jonathan Koen, David MacLeod,  Steven 
Seigmundt, and Charles D. Weishaar. 

The deadline for the February Newsletter is January 16th 

Please have all your submissions sent to redeemerfl@verizon.net  OR  drop it off at 

the church office to Deb by the date indicated above.   

Thank  You! 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family 

members and friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call 

Pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we may either keep 

or remove their name.  Thank you! 



T UESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS:  
On Tuesdays, at 10 AM in the 

small meeting room of Fellowship Hall we 
have begun an exciting year diving into the 
Word of God.  This year we shall consider: 
THE PERSON AND WORK OF JESUS 
CHRIST: WHAT’S IN THE NAME?  Did you 
know that the name Jesus means “the Lord 
saves?”  So, Jesus is His personal name.  Did 
you know that the name Christ means “the 
Anointed?”  Jesus has been anointed by God, 
the Father with the Holy Spirit without limit 
to be our Prophet, Priest, and King.  So, 
Christ is His work or office.  Furthermore, 
have you ever wondered if there is any 
significance when reading God’s Word 
sometimes scripture will read “Jesus Christ” 
and other times scripture will read “Christ 
Jesus?”  I have had those same questions.  
Come join us on Tuesday Mornings at 10AM 
and let’s search the SCRIPTURES and see 
what they have to say about it. 

 

L ADIES BIBLE CLASS ON 
THURSDAY:  On Thursdays, at 

10AM, the ladies of Redeemer Lutheran 
Church and their lady friends meet in the 
large meeting room of Fellowship Hall to 
study God’s Word with the aid of GOOD 
NEWS magazine. We will discover GOD’S 
HEALING MEDICINE FOR YOU.  Have you 
ever been sick and needed medicine to heal 
you?  What would you do?  You would go to 
your doctor and he would prescribe 
medicine to bring you back to health, right?  
Well, we are all sick with sin.  We cannot 
avoid it.  We need to go to our Divine 
Physician to receive from Him prescribed 
medicine to heal us from our sin sickness.  
Ladies!  Come join us on Thursday 
mornings at 10AM to learn more about our 
terminal illness of sin and how God, in 
Christ, has provided us with the medicine of 
His Word and Sacraments to fight against 
the effects of this dreaded disease and 
finally deliver us into everlasting life with 
Him in heaven. 
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BIBLE STUDY 

W ith all the hype and excitement 
of the new Avengers fictional 

movie, Age of Ultron, I thought it would be 
advantageous for us to look into a book of 
the Bible containing some nonfictional 
biblical super heroes.  The Book of Judges 
is just such a book.  Following the death of 
Joshua and before the rise of Israel’s 
monarchy, God preserved His people from 
being absorbed by pagan cultures through 
the ministry of savior-judges.  Although 
immanently human and sometimes 
exceedingly wicked, God’s gracious work 
through these men and women 
foreshadows His greater work of 
deliverance through the true and perfect 
Savior-Judge, Jesus Christ.  In Judges you 
will learn about: the successful woman-
man team of Deborah and Barak; the 

mighty Spirit-powered deeds of Samson; 
and God’s faithfulness to His covenantal 
promises to His people, ultimately fulfilled 
in His Son, Jesus Christ.  Come join us on 
Sunday mornings at 8:00 AM in the 
church sanctuary to learn more about 
these biblical super heroes.  You will be 
amazed how God worked through men and 
women and how He continues to work 
through you.  Are you a super hero? 

 



SENIOR FELLOWSHIP 
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Everyone is invited to the Fellowship every Thursday, starting at 10:00AM.  The more 
people attending, the more FUN we can have!!!  The most popular things to play are: 
Pinochle, Phase 10, SkipBO, and Hand & Foot.  We also have Dominoes or other games if 
they are requested.  There must be something you would like to have fun with, so come on 
out.  Once in awhile we have a special home made lunch but usually everyone brings a bag 
lunch.  Drinks and dessert furnished. 

PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 
We sure could use some help on our Property Appreciations Days every 

month.  There is outside work to do and cleaning and dusting that needs 

done inside the Church.  If you can help, please come to the church and 

we will put you to work.  Our next  Property Appreciation Day is  January 

9th at 8:00 AM. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

It has been decided that at this time ALL BOOKS ARE FREE!!!  We have 
an over abundance of books at this time, so stop by and see our 
selections.  We are always in need of items we can sell in our corner.  
Even if you think it is junk "remember, your junk is someone else's 
treasurer.  Please check around and see what you might have.  We have a 
pretty good supply of books if you need to read while relaxing or waiting in doctors office.  

KRAFT KORNER 

At this time of year, Englewood Helping Hands is very busy and are always in need of 

supplies for their pantry.  Also, if you would like to volunteer to help at the pantry, contact 

Englewood Helping Hands at 941-474-5864.  If you would like to donate to their 

pantry, following is a list of the current needs:  canned chicken, tuna or ham, peanut butter 

& jelly, mac & cheese, canned fruit, cereal, rice, soups, toilet paper, paper towels, bar soap, 

shampoo, clothes detergent and dish soap.  Thank you for all your support. 

ENGLEWOOD HELPING HANDS 

January 29th and 30th we will hold our Annual Rummage Sale!  

Jan. 29th: 8-2 and Jan. 30th: 8-12.  If you have items you would 

like to donate to the sale, please bring them to the Fellowship 

Hall on Jan. 26th.  We don’t have the storage for items to be 

taken in any sooner.  If you would like to help, please contact 

Pauline Vickey at 989-859-2342 .  The funds raised from the 

rummage sale are earmarked for the re-doing of the floors in 

Fellowship Hall.   

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 



CHILD CARE CHRISTMAS LUNCH WITH SANTA 
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Sunday, Jan. 3rd Laurie Steinke 
Dottie LaMere 

Micki Abel 

Sunday, Jan. 10th 
Gretchen Armstrong 

Bernice Heppner 

Gale Bakalik 

Martha Winters 

 Sunday, Jan. 17th Gwen Wurster 
Vicki Fernald 

Deb Horner 

Sunday, Jan. 24th 
Gale Bakalik 

Mary Kay Straw 
Gretchen Armstrong 

Sunday, Jan. 31st 
Dottie LaMere 

Vickie Fernald 

Deb Horner 

Sally Zierdt 

CHILD CARE ELF PARTY AT 
LEMON BAY HIGH SCHOOL 

Some of the kiddos visited 

Lemon Bay High School for 

an Elf Party.  They had their 

faces painted, decorated 

Christmas cookies and got 

the visit with the Big Man 

himself—Santa!  They all 

had a fun time! 



CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
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The Children gave a wonderful 

performance of The Greatest Story 

Ever Told—The Birth of Our Savior 

Jesus.   

 

The children sang, had bible 

readings and there were even 

angels. 
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January 2016 

Bible Lessons 

   

Chapel is on Mondays at 

3:45 
 

1/4 God’s Word Is 

Important 
Luke 2:41-52 
1/11 Jesus Is Our 

Substitute  
Matthew 3:13-17 
1/18 God Has Mercy on His 

Children 
Luke 17:11-19 
1/25 Jesus Is All Powerful 
Luke 8:40-56 

 
Dear Jesus, give me eyes of 

faith to see that You are 

God’s beloved Son. Amen  
 

 
Come in and Visit the School 

and check out our amazing 

classrooms and all the fun 

activities the children are 

doing!  

Birthdays 

Ms. Katie 1/3 

Blake 1/11 

Isabella F. 1/15 

Brayden N. 1/16 

Ms. Lindsay 1/26 

Arabella H. 1/29 

Joshua Gammon 1/30  

 

 
 

Congratulations Ms. Katie & 

Ms. Brittney on receiving 

their Child Development 

Associates Degree. 

Good Work! 
 

 

Thank you to all the 

members of Redeemer who 

give to the Angel 

Scholarship Fund.  

What We Are 

Learning 

 
1/6-1/10 Boy Jesus Studies 

In The Temple  

1/13-1/17 Jesus’ Baptism 

1/20-1/24 Jesus Heals The 

Ten Lepers 

1/27-1/31 Jesus Raises 

Jairus’s Daughter From The 

Dead 

Santa Lunch   

 

Thank you to all the 

members of Redeemer 

Lutheran Church who gave a 

gift off of the Angel tree 

for the Santa Lunch! The 

children had a wonderful 

time and loved their gifts! 

 

A GREAT BIG THANK 

YOU TO SANTA! 
 

Submitted by Wendy 

Horvath  

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

Redeemer Child Care  
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Voices Needed 
Choir meets each Wednesday at 6:00 PM. Choir is preparing for a 
new season of performances and is inviting you to join them.  If 
you love to sing, prayerfully consider responding to their 
invitation and join the choir.  There is always room for more 
angelic voices or voices that love to sing praises to God!  
Rehearsals are every Wednesday in the Choir Room located 
behind the altar.  If you are interested in becoming a member of 
the choir and have questions, please contact Collins Sita for more 
information.  
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Lawn Care Call Todd Armstrong at (941)961-7584 for your lawn care 
 needs. 

Cleaning Services CK-Clean LLC—Residential cleaning service—Kristine Bowers  
 Baltimore  (941) 681-6514 

 

 

LOST AND FOUND 
If anyone is missing any items, namely eyeglasses, gloves, umbrellas, etc., 

please check the Lost & Found box located in the narthex. 

 

        

 Jan. 3rd 

 

 Jan. 10th  Mickie Abel 

 

 Jan. 17th  Sally Zierdt 

 

 Jan. 24th  TBA 

 

 Jan. 31st  TBA 

 

   

     

    Submitted by  

    Assimilation 

 

      

 Jan. 3rd 

 

 Jan. 10th Pauline Vickey 

   Audrey Nanni 

 

 Jan. 17th TBA 

  

 Jan. 24th TBA 

 

 Jan. 31st TBA 

 

 

       

    Submitted by Brd. of  

          Community &  

GREETERS COFFEE HOUR 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

BUSINESS, HERE IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY!!!  We 

have limited space, but space available, for you to 

place your FREE advertisement.  Please contact the Church office by 

phone or email if you would like to place an ad. 

FREE 

CLASSIFIEDS 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

Web—Church:    www.redeemerfl.com 

Web—Child Care:  www.redeemerfl-cc.com 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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