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“Politics, Kings, Presidents, and God … Some 
Things Never Change” 

“So all the elders of Israel 

gathered together and came to 

Samuel at Ramah. They said to 

him, ‘You are old, and your sons 

do not follow your ways; now 

appoint a king to lead us, such as 

all the other nations have.’ But 

when they said, ‘Give us a king to 

lead us,’ this displeased Samuel; 

so he prayed to the Lord. And the 

Lord told him: ‘Listen to all that 

the people are saying to you; it is 

not you they have rejected, but 

they have rejected me as their 

king. As they have done from the 

day I brought them up out of 

Egypt until this day, forsaking me 

and serving other gods, so they are 

doing to you. Now listen to them; 

but warn them solemnly and let 

them know what the king who 

will reign over them will claim as 

his rights’” (1 Samuel 8:4-9). 

I’m sure this may be an odd way 

to begin a monthly newsletter 

article. But you have to admit, 

with all that is unfolding in the 

race to the oval office, perhaps 

this Bible passage is fitting. I 

needed to use this passage because 

it is the clearest passage available 

to help us understand what is 

happening and what has always 

happened in our world. Many 

political leaders are wonderful 

people who humbly serve as part 

of their calling to be God’s 

people. However, there are also 

many political leaders who are 

more inclined to gather power, 

wealth, and fame rather than 

looking first to the needs of all 

people. 

Really, what would we expect? 

The truth is that there is no person 

on earth who has the ability to 

humbly serve and look out for the 

needs of all people. Pastors are 

called to serve the people who 

worship God in a particular place. 

While we try to care for all 

people, I can attest to the fact that 

I do not have the ability to know 

or meet the needs of all people. 

Similarly, as a sinful, imperfect 

person, I cannot even claim to put 

the needs of all people ahead of 

my own or on an even level with 

one another. ONLY GOD IS 

HOLY AND PERFECT. Only 

God can know the needs of all 

people and meet those needs with 

perfect care. 

This is the point of the passage 

above. God chose Samuel to 

speak for God as a priest and 

leader of the people. God knew 

that a king would always revert to 

the types of things “kings do”. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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D o we Christians really have to tithe? Are we really under a compulsion to give? 

Aren't we free? Don't we have a freedom from the law that was purchased for us 

by Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection? 

 

The problem is that our sinful flesh uses our freedom for selfishness. Christ did not die and 

rise so that we could give less and do less good work in the world. He died and rose to free 

us from the compulsion of the Law, to free us from a burden we could not bear. 

 

We are missing the point completely if we use the freedom from the Law that Christ won by 

His passion, crucifixion, and resurrection to give less, or to do less of any good work. Christ 

set us free to live in His image of faithfulness, generosity, and kindness. We are free from 

the Law's condemnation so that we can walk in the good works the Lord has prepared for us. 

 

Our freedom is not given to indulge our sinful and selfish flesh. Our freedom was purchased 

and won by Christ so that we could serve our neighbors — our family, our society, our 

church.  

 

As a result, much of your freedom is not a freedom from, but a freedom to and for. You are 

not free from serving your neighbor. You are free for service toward your neighbor—willingly 

and without compulsion. You are not free from giving to your church; you are freed to give to 

your local congregation in joy, willingly, and without compulsion.  

 

The reason you are free to serve, the reason you are free to give is because of Jesus Christ 

and the forgiveness of sin He won for you on the cross, which He delivers to you in the 

Gospel and the sacraments. That is our motivation. “For God so loved the world, that He 

gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal 

life” (John 3:16). And since God loves us in this way, by giving us His only-begotten Son so 

that we do not perish, we also love one another in this way, by giving what we have so that 

our neighbor does not perish.  

 

If the God who has provided the sacrifice for your eternal salvation, the God who delivers 

that salvation to you in Holy Baptism, the God who continues to forgive you and show you 

His faithfulness, if that same God is the one who also promises to give you daily bread and 

take care of your earthly life, you can trust in Him, even in giving. After all, Jesus Christ is 

proof that God loves you and will take care of you.  

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 



 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

MAY    2016          3 

Pastor Rev. James Kress 

Seasonal Pastor  

LHM Ambassador  
 
Child Care  
   Director Wendy Horvath 

Office Secretary Deb Horner 

Organist Bill Bowers 

Choir Director Collins Sita 

Newsletter  Deb Horner 
   Editor 

OFFICERS 

President Stephen Wurster 

Vice President Terry Fountain 

Treasurer Denise Fountain 

Secretary June Brown 

BOARDS 

Head Elder Collins Sita 

Christian Ed. Pam Replinger 

Human Care    

Outreach Cindy Johnson  

Assimilation   

School Board Bill Bowers 

Stewardship Rev. Mark Steinke 

Youth James Straw 

Financial   Deb Horner 
 Secretary 

 Property Mgmt. Jim Metzger 

 

GROUPS/GUILDS 

Ladies Guild Sally Zierdt 

Men’s Group   

Altar Guild  

Coffee Hour   

SERVING THE LORD 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

2015 was the start of our rebuilding and coming together here at 

Redeemer.  I cannot say enough about all of those that came together 

to work and improve this ministry.  From those members who 

consistently stepped up to help both the Christmas and Lent dinners, to 

those giving generously for specific projects and to those who work 

hard to make them actually happen. 

Some of the major things that we were able to do with the support of 

this congregation were: 

  *Cleaning and sealing of the Church Steeple 

 

  *Installing new roof vents on our church, stopping the 

  interior leaks 

 

*Repairing the carpets in the Church, therefore 

eliminating a potential fall  hazard. 

 

*Installing new flooring in Fellowship Hall and the 

adjacent bathrooms 

 

*We currently have a “Paint the Church” Fund which 

already has over $3000 in it!! 

 

I would personally like to thank the Endowment Committee for 

allowing us to utilize some of the interest from the Endowment Fund. 

Without saying, the Constitution and By Laws Committee did an 

excellent job working very hard to recommend the changes that were 

approved earlier this year. Thank You!! 

To Todd Armstrong while he chaired the Property Management Board 

and more recently to Jim Metzker for all that his committee has done. 

To my fellow Officers and to our Board and Committees who meet 

monthly and more to carry on the important work here at Redeemer. 

To our Coffee Hour and Greeter Volunteers – Thanks so much. 

To Pastor and Lisa for their Spiritual guidance and hard work each and 

every day. 

To Deb our Church Office Secretary – Thank you for all you do. 

To Wendy and the Staff at our Child Care – Thank You. 

And especially to all of our members and Associates for banding 

together to hear God’s Word and Praise for all that he gives to us each 

and every day. 

Thank You and God Bless. 



Once human beings 

are given power 

over all other 

human beings, there 

is a strong desire to 

keep that power 

regardless of what a person must do to keep the 

power. Meanwhile, others may want the power 

and may be willing to do whatever is necessary 

to take the power. Enter our political system! 

As people who are created with a measure of 

free will, we want to be able to choose our 

leaders, even when God is willing to lead. We 

want to be able to feel we have control, even 

when it means we will lose control. When 

God’s people first asked for a king, God 

warned them what would happen, but the 

warning did not change the minds of people 

who were sure a king was the solution. 

Similarly, we believe that there is someone 

who can lead our nation in a way that is both 

God pleasing and beneficial to all people. The 

truth is we always elect fallible human beings 

in a fallible system – which may be better or 

worse than other systems – but neither a person 

nor a system can replace the perfect leadership 

of God … EVER! 

The same thing could be said of pastors, 

elected church leaders, or for that matter, any 

leader in any organization. God, who is holy 

and just, will always do what is best for all 

people who are part of God’s creation. We 

need to have human leaders, but we need to put 

our hope and trust in God. The good news is 

that God is active and working in our world 

even when leaders are untrustworthy, power 

hungry, narcissistic, or even when they are 

evil. Most leaders are doing the best they can 

and God is active when they are leading also. 

So, what are we to do as God’s people? We 

should participate in the processes we have. 

We should vote our conscience and pray for 

our leaders – even when the person we wanted 

is not elected. Most of all, we should put our 

trust in God who promises to work in our lives 

regardless of whom we elect to lead. 

To people who were ruled by a Roman 

government which was against Christianity, 

Paul wrote this very familiar text: “And we 

know that in all things God works for the good 

of those who love Him, who have been called 

according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). 

Luther writes, “On this text depends the entire 

passage which follows to the end of the 

chapter. For He wills that to the elect who are 

loved by God and who love God the Spirit 

works all things for good, even things which in 

themselves are evil.” 

I am just as concerned as you are about our 

nation’s future, the future of our children and 

grandchildren. However, we fear not the evil 

that is in the world, because we are loved with 

an everlasting love from the One who has 

overcome the world on our behalf – JESUS. 

In His Service, 

Pastor Kress 

(Continued from page 1) 
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D ear fellow brothers and sisters in 

Christ Jesus; by the grace of God, we 

continue to be blessed through the means by 

which our hearts and souls are comforted and 

healed: the precious Word of our risen and 

victorious Savior Jesus Christ and the 

Sacraments He has instituted. 

The State of the Parish Address addresses the 

spiritual condition of the church. Through the 

eyes of the called pastor, an evaluation is made 

concerning the spiritual well-being of the 

congregation he serves. Now it is true, the 

pastor may have blurred vision or tunnel vision 

from time to time, but one of the ways he can 

see clearly again is with the help of church 

leadership. Redeemer is blessed with the 

leadership of the Church Council and other 

Committees. 

Since the great divide 16 months ago, our 

leadership has directed their focus on the 

maintenance and up keep of the administration 

and physical responsibilities of Redeemer. As 

you will hear in other reports given today, 

audits of our books and Endowment Fund are 

all in good order; the structure and governance 

of the Constitution and By-Laws have been 

reviewed and approved; some important areas 

of the physical appearance of the church and 

fellowship hall buildings have been addressed; 

and more plans for repairs and restoration are 

being made. However, the condition of our 

Child Care building will need to be seriously 

addressed in the coming weeks and months 

because quite frankly it may not be able to 

withstand the amount of traffic it has incurred 

these past 14 years. That’s right! The current 

Child Care Center building has been there this 

long. Praise the Lord! Is there a vision for the 

future for the Child Care? Do you recall the 

VisionPath Experience we encountered 

beginning back in 2013? I believe Dr. Bud 

Harty can answer many of our questions. 

Perhaps it is time to revisit VisionPath.  

Sixteen months ago, Redeemer Lutheran 

congregation went into, what I would diagnose 

as an heal and recovery mode. Based on what 

has already been said, I believe Redeemer 

Lutheran congregation is ready to move into 

her next stage as we work together in the 

Lord’s vineyard. Healing will always be 

needed, but we cannot remain idle. We need to 

move forward. Earlier this week we received a 

letter from a frequent visitor to Redeemer. She 

writes: 

Your church has become more and 

more inviting when we return to it after 

months of being away. The atmosphere, 

reverence, and appearance give us a 

most Holy Place to hear and 

understand the Word. And the Word is 

preached in its truth and purity. There 

is absolutely no denying that Pastor 

fulfills every part of his assigned duties 

… Keep doing every other single thing 

as you have. The core responsibilities 

and most important service to our Lord 

is being met week after week. I thank 

Pastor and crew for their faithful 

service. 

The next stage in order for us to move forward 

is action and our ability to become pro-active. 

This will require participation from all 

members and associate members of the 

congregation. This participation is not only 

focused in service on boards and committees, 

but it first begins with participation in worship 

and first-fruit giving. 

One of the things the writer of the letter 

mentioned was the ‘core responsibilities’ of the 

church. I read an article this week regarding 

church attendance and why people are not 

staying in church. The author of the article uses 

an illustration of a person looking for a soccer 

team or club. Question: What draws a person 

(Continued on page 6) 
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who loves soccer to a particular soccer team? Answer: The soccer team plays soccer. When the 

individual becomes a member of the soccer team, he isn’t given the responsibility to supply after 

game treats or snacks. He joined the team to play soccer because he loves soccer. He remains on 

the soccer team because the soccer team remains faithful to the core of its purpose: to play 

soccer. 

The church needs to remain faithful to her core responsibilities also: to the Word of God; to the 

Sacraments; and to the care and love for neighbor. An individual looking for a church isn’t 

looking because they love church. No! They are looking for a church because they love Jesus. 

And there you have it. The responsibility of the church is to give them Jesus. 

Later on during this assembly you will be asked to accept and approve a resolution to re-establish 

the Board of Elders. In so doing, you will also accept and approve the four men who have been 

nominated by the Nominating Committee and approved by the Church Council. As your spiritual 

undershepherd, I cannot express how thankful I am that the re-establishment of the Board of 

Elders, with your approval, will help me and you, as a congregation, show people Jesus. People 

will join the church not because they love the church, rather they will join the church because 

they love Jesus. This is something we share in common, because we love Jesus too.  

My friends in Jesus: we are equipped; we are given the gifts to show the love of Jesus to the one 

who hungers and thirsts for Him. And where is He found? Where He promises to be: here in 

Word and Sacrament. And He is also in you. 

True, one of the greatest challenges we face today as a congregation is our lack of ability to 

supply the monetary funds for our general operating costs. How can we, as a congregation begin 

to meet the financial demands before us? I believe there must be a personal commitment to first-

fruits giving. How can that be done? By coming to understand what the Bible teaches concerning 

a god-pleasing tithe and first-fruit giving. As a minister of the Gospel, I find it difficult to speak 

about this issue. However, it is nevertheless a teaching of Holy Scripture. We, those who are in 

the boat, His boat, His church, are held responsible to the needs of the church, including the 

giving unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and giving to God what is God’s. 

Yours in the Service of Christ Jesus, 

Rev. James T. Kress, Sr. 

Pastor, Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 17, 2016 
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D ear brothers and sisters in Christ, we 

continue our journey and presently 

we are in the Seattle area. This time of the year 

the sun is a rare sight up here and its pretty 

wet. The grass is very green and many of the 

trees are in full bloom.  

 

The forests now are of Doulas fir, western red 

cedar and western hemlock.  

 

On the way to Seattle we stopped in Edgewood 

to visit Evelyn one of Priscilla’s cousin’s. 

Priscilla and Evelyn had not seen each other 

for about 53 years. We had an enjoyable time 

with both Evelyn and her husband Hollis. The 

cousins had a great time catching up and 

reestablishing family ties.  

 

We have been in Seattle 5 days and have had 

nothing but liquid sunshine each day. Today 

the forecast was 0% chance of rain so we took 

a two hour drive down to Mt. Rainier. Guess 

what the weather forecaster’s got it wrong. 

Unless of course a light drizzle mixed with a 

little snow doesn’t count as rain. A cloud 

covered the top half of the mountain and since 

we don’t have a four wheel drive vehicle nor 

tire chains we were limited to the first six 

miles into the park; therefore, we didn’t get to 

see much of the park but based on what we 

saw it appears it would be a great place to visit 

in the late spring or summer.  

 

Mt. Rainier is an active volcano and from time 

to time generates some pretty devastating mud 

slides. The mud it generates is about as dense 

as concrete and it carries boulders and trees 

along with it leaving large scars on the 

mountain side strewed with boulders and 

downed trees.  

 

Miracles do happen. After almost a week of 

rain we finally got a beautiful day without a 

cloud in the sky. We took advantage of it by 

visiting Pikes Place. It’s a farmers market like 

no other we have 

ever seen. All the 

produce looked like 

it was just picked 

and picture perfect. 

Scores of flower 

venders, with all 

different types of 

spring blossoms. Fish mongers with everything 

from halibut to dragon fish. The  

butchers displayed well marbled steaks that we 

are sure would just melt in your mouth. 

Venders selling everything from hand crafts to 

art. Plus food venders of all types. One could 

easily spend a day there and not see 

everything.  

 

We worked up an appetite looking at all that 

food so we walked over to a near by little 

French restaurant that Aquila had read about.  

 

After a delightful lunch we took a one mile 

stroll to the Space Needle. The space Needle 

offers great views of Seattle and the 

surrounding area. It truly is a beautiful area. 

We finally got to see Mt. Rainer since it 

dominates the south east horizon. It really is an 

awesome sight.  

 

At the Space Needle there is also, the Chihuly 

Garden and Glass. We had seen some of 

Chihuly’s work at the Corning Museum in 

New York, but what we saw today was WOW.  

 

What a great day it turned out to be, not only 

did we get to see some wonderful things but 

being ST. Patricks day, we had one of 

Aquilla’s favorites. Corn beef and cabbage and  

some yellow colored beverage made of grains 

and hops.  

 

Wondering what was over the mountain we 

went east through Snoqualmie Pass (3027 ft.) 

and through the Cascades. We saw several 

beautiful waterfalls all of which had at one 

(Continued on page 8) 
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TRAVELS OF AQUILA AND PRISCILLA 

March 2016: 

          ACTUAL                  BUDGET   OVER/(UNDER) 

                      INCOME:       $25,032                INCOME: $14,202         $10,830  

           EXPENSE:      $36,312    EXPENSE:     $24,173        $12,139 

FROM THE TREASURER 

time been used to generate electricity.  

What a different State of Washington we saw 

once we got into the Cascades rain shadow. 

Instead of greenery everywhere we found 

ourselves in the high desert. It kind of 

reminded us of southwest Texas except for 

places where it was irrigated. Because of it’s 

very loose and fine soil it produces a lot of 

potatoes. Most of what we saw was huge 

irrigated hay fields. In areas that isn’t 

irrigated they grow wheat since wheat doesn’t 

require much water.  

 

Palm Sunday found us in Moses Lake where 

we worshiped at Grace Lutheran, a small 

LCMS congregation that has a Deacon as 

their pastor. We sure missed being with you 

guys and our Sainted Marie Tally and her 

palm crosses was very much on our minds.  

 

The highway we took to the Grand Coulee 

Dam runs through canyons alongside Banks 

Lake. The canyons and the various rock 

formations are of varying colors depending  

on their composition. One can also see many 

shallow caves on the canyon walls. Some of 

which is believed to have been used as 

shelters by native Americans.  

 

Grand Coulee Dam is one of the largest 

concrete structures in the world (12 million 

cubic yards). It’s base is 500 ft wide. The 

height is 550 ft and is a mile long. The dam 

irrigates a million acres and produces 21 

billion kilowatt-hours of electricity each year. 

Enough power for 2.3 million households for 

a year.  

 

Our drive from the dam took us through an 

area that reminded us of the Permian Basin in 

Texas. You got the feeling you where driving 

through an old dried up sea or huge lake bed. 

Once we got through that area we drove along 

winding canyon walls with amazing vistas at 

each turn to the Columbia River. On the 

stretch along side the river are many orchards 

of various types of fruit trees, primarily apple. 

We wound up in Wentachee, the apple capital 

of the U.S.. Our motel room faced west and 

we have a lovely view of the snow capped 

Cascades.  

 

We decided to return to Seattle since at that 

this time we are running about three weeks 

ahead of our timeline. We don’t want to be in 

Alaska sooner than mid April.  

 

By returning to Seattle it gave us more time to 

see more of what Seattle has to offer but most 

of all it gave us the opportunity to worship 

Easter Sunday at Messiah Lutheran. An 

LCMS church with a worship style very much 

like ours. They have a wonderful choir, we 

felt welcomed, but it wasn’t home, we missed 

you, our church family.  

 

After our return to Seattle we spent a lot of 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 



 MAY       2016           9 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

time in our hotel room. Aguilla was fighting a 

sinus infection which required a visit to the 

ER and Priscilla a bad cold. We guess our 

systems are not used to being in an area where 

the sun doesn’t make it through the clouds for 

days at a time. When it isn’t raining it will be 

in the next few minutes. The air feels cold and 

damp and at the same time every plant or tree 

seems to be in bloom. Although we would 

never consider this as an area where we could 

live, it sure is a beautiful area, and we can 

understand why some many people call it 

home.  

 

Even though neither of us were up to par we 

decided to tour the Boeing facility where they 

assemble the 747, 777, and 787’s. It throughly 

is amazing to watch these giants being put 

together. The building in which the 747 is 

assembled is by volume the largest building in 

the world. When the building was just starting 

to be utilized it generated it’s own weather 

system including rain showers due to the heat 

generated by lighting fixtures, machinery and 

workers. The problem was eliminated with the 

use of fans.  

 

When one looks at a completed 747, the 

individual sections don’t look to be that huge 

because the plane itself is huge. However, 

when one sees a section by it self you get an 

altogether different prospective. For instance 

the tail section is four stories tall. That’s about 

twice as high as the house you live in. Just 

think how much power it takes to get one of 

those planes in the air. Each engine has more 

thrust than the combined thrust of the jets on a 

Blue Angel team.  

 

We have been blessed with some sunshine 

and we decided to visit the Olympic Sculpture 

Park. This is 9 acre park right by the 

waterfront. It is a delightful place to enjoy the 

outdoors along the waterfront and see a 

variety of sculptures. Across the way one can 

see the snow capped Olympic Mountains.  

 

Strolling through the park we saw this 

impressive bright orange steel sculpture. 

Since Aquilla has a uncanny ability to 

interpretive modern art, he declared it to be a 

giraffe. Turns out to be a soaring eagle. He 

claims he was partially right since it still was 

something in the animal world.  

 

Near the shore was some sort of fish pen. It 

was interesting watching a sea lion trying to 

get to the fish in the pen. After circling the 

pen a few times he gave up and swam away.  

 

What a great surprise we got when we 

received a phone called from our grand 

daughter Hannah (art school teacher in 

Minneapolis) telling us she was coming to 

Tacoma to visit her high school friend Emma 

and if possible spend some time with us.  

 

What an enjoyable time we had visiting with 

Hannah and Emma.  

 

On a windy and cool day we visited The 

Museum of Flight which covers everything 

from the first attempts of man to fly to our 

present state of taking steps to explore space. 

Including of course, The Red Barn, where 

Boeing first starting making airplanes in 1916.  

 

At the museum there are replicas of early 

flying machines including the 1903 Wright 

Flyer and a total of 43 historic aircraft 

including the M/D-21 (Blackbird spy plane). 

Some of you might remember when one was 

shot down by the Russians during the Cold 

War Days.  

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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We got to walk through the Air Force One 

that was in service during the Eisenhower to 

Johnson administrations.  

 

The sun dose shine in Seattle and we have 

taken advantage of it by visiting some of the 

parks which Seattle has been blessed with.  

 

To us the most interesting was the Hiram M. 

Chittenden Locks. The locks are the busiest in 

the United States handling 75,000 water craft 

from kayaks to 80 ft. wide vessels per year. In 

one case a ship had to be tilted on it’s side 

since it was to wide. This lock is one of the 

three in the world that separate salt water from 

fresh. Some of you have travelled through the 

other two. We know that Jane and Bud Harty 

have had the experience.  

 

At the lock location is the Carl S. English Jr. 

Botanical Garden, a beautiful 7 acre park with 

750 various plant species and probably the 

prettiest rhododendrons one could hope to see. 

Also of interest is a fish ladder which enables 

salmon to by pass the lock and dam in order to 

migrate to and from their spawning grounds. 

Only about 2% of the salmon hatched survive 

long enough to spawn 2 or 3 years later.  

 

Discovery Park, is 534 acres of wilderness in 

an urban setting. It has forest groves, 

meadows, cliffs, sandy beaches, sand dunes, 

and overlooks Puget Sound with views of the 

snow capped Cascade and Olympic mountain 

ranges. It has a wonderful 2.8 mile hiking trail 

that enables you explore the various facets of 

the park. One thing that seems to amaze us is 

that all the hiking trails seem to go up hill.  

 

Gas Works Park was the last park we visited. 

Situated on the shore of Lake Washington, is 

a great park just for strolling and admiring a 

perfect view of the Seattle Skyline. It is also a 

great place to observe the various watercraft 

on the lake. Everything from paddle broads to 

huge ocean going fishing trawlers. Of interest 

also is to see the remains of the equipment 

which was used to convert coal into gas.  

 

Overall we had a great time in the Seattle area 

and we enjoyed our time here. But now our 

eyes are set on the next phase of our trek as 

we head north to Alaska.  

 

God Bless all of you.  

(Continued from page 9) 
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M ay the good Lord bless you with 

an awareness of His presence in 

your life. 

Most of God’s blessing go unnoticed.  He is 

constantly showering each and every person 

with ‘Entitlements’.  A natural question could 

be, “Why aren’t we aware of them?”  We 

could compare God’s blessings to an ad in the 

media.  Let’s say our refrigerator breaks down 

and we need a new one.  Wow, how lucky we 

are, there just happens to be an ad today that 

says refrigerators are on sale at a store near 

us.  Of course, that’s rather deceiving because 

that ad really runs on a regular basis every 

day.   Why didn’t we see it before?  Because 

we didn’t need a refrigerator.  We only notice 

what we are interested in at the time.  And 

now that we need a refrigerator so we write it 

off to luck, good fortune or fate.  Are we 

looking in the right places?  Do we really 

understand what is going on in our lives? 

God’s blessings are the same way.  We’re 

showered with many them every day but we 

just aren’t looking for Him in our daily 

lives.  Too bad, because we are really missing 

out on a lot joy and wonder. 

So, I bring you some news about God’s 

blessings concerning that terrible evil we call 

abortion.  Not just one blessing but a lot in 

just one area in this country alone over the last 

25-years.  I just read that in 1991 there were 

2,167 abortion clinics in the United States of 

America.  In 2016 there are about 500 of those 

extermination sites left here in our 

country.  That’s 1,667 abortion sites that have 

closed down.  Is that a lot of blessings?  God 

according to His all perfect love and will has 

answered millions of prayers, dollars and 

hours offered up for those unborn babies over 

the last 25-years.  What appears to us as slow 

God has blessed many pro-life people with the 

courage and perseverance to not give up this 

fight against evil.  Prayers, money, time and 

effort and many failures and successes are just 

some of the blessings He’s given us.  There 

are so many more we’ll never be aware of like 

all the little lives that have been saved from 

the horrors of a painful death at the hands of 

the abortionists.  Praise be to God. 

So, we can take heart that God hears our 

prayers, listens to our prayers and according 

to His holy and perfect will answers 

them.  Please keep praying and supporting the 

pro-life ministries with your prayers, time, 

money and talent for you too could easily be 

one of those blessings God gives us each and 

every day of our lives.   

And please, look for Him in ‘all the places’ in 

your life. 

Submitted by God’s work in progress 

TAKING NOTICE OF GOD’S BLESSINGS 



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT  

OF THE MONTH 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

PIES!!! Delicious Pies!!!  Neva Aldene is our volunteer in the spotlight for 

May.  Neva makes the BEST PIES EVER!  But that’s not all she does.  Neva 

is always available when we need help with dinners and luncheons.  She 

organizes comfort luncheons for families and always has a smile for you.  She 

volunteers to help with yard sales, hanging the greens, and wherever the Lord 

needs her.  

 

Thank you Neva for all that you do and all that you bake.  We need more 

Nevas to volunteer where the Lord directs you. 

12       MAY      2016 
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SHUT-INS:  Carl & Betty Bertka, Alice 
Borowski, Susan Jahns, Betty Keller, Helen 
Perry, and Ruth Sutley. 

HEALING:  Mickie Abel, Wilma Adair, Madalen 
Campbell, Pat Finkenbine, Bernice Heppner, 
Mark Horvath, Rita Kaufmann, Bob 
Mortenson, Bob Payne, Carolyn Plesner, Tom 
Poyer, Joyce Redding, Duwayne Schoeneck, 
Fred Toth, Robert Vickey and Artie Zipp. 

FRIENDS & RELATIVES:  Linny Aspery, Paul 
Badagliacca, Dick & Marilyn Bjornas, Bert 
Blackford, Grace Blum, Michelle Bernard, Bill 
Bowers, Jr., Dennis Burchell, Georgia Bush, 
Jack Carlos, Diane Carr, Debbie Carr, Esther 
Clapham, Bobbett Clark, Joanne and Randy 
Clymo, Martin Cressman, Renee Dempsey, 
Dale DesJardins, Irene DiTommaso, James 
Dodge, Barb Dumeah, Bruce Everson, Donna 
Fancher, Darla Finkenbine, Marla Flores, Lou 
Fountain, Denver Fredett, Manual Galan, 
Glenn Galway, Liam Garland, Sandra Gettings, 
Nancy Gleis, Shelley Roedel Gutz, Debbie 
Harrison, Larry Headun, Claudette 
Hendershot, Joel Heppner, Walter Heppner, 
Glory Herget, Joan Hillis, Robin Hincman, 
David Hirtle, Larry Hladun, Carol Holmes, 
Linda Holt, John Hunter, Linda Hunter, 
Stanley & Lynne Jablonski, Bill Jaquest, Chris 

Johnson, Heather Johnson, Rachel Kagay, John 
Kearns, Rev. Michael Kettner, Elizabeth Lynn 
Klopfenstein, Stacey Lampert, Ray Likowski, 
John Lockhart, Sean Maki, Joe Manson, 
Candace McGowan, Pete Mogg, John 
Montondo, Mike Morrissey, Trista Moeier, 
Charles Pentecost Jr., John Purdy, Mary 
Raines,  Rev. Ronald Rock, Ashley Scudder, 
Nancy Sly, Denise Bjornas Smith, Peter & 
Linda Smith, Virginia Stanley, Charles Tolley, 
Samantha Jo Ann Toth, George Vespa, Steven 
Walker, Christy Wallace, Helen Weishaar, and 
Gordan Winkel.  

Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky, 
Michael Broughton, Brian Jackson, Joshua 
Jones, Jonathan Koen, David MacLeod,  Steven 
Seigmundt, and Charles D. Weishaar. 

The deadline for the June Newsletter is May 16th 

Please have all your submissions sent to redeemerfl@verizon.net  OR  drop it off at 

the church office to Deb by the date indicated above.   

Thank  You! 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family 

members and friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call 

Pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we may either keep 

or remove their name.  Thank you! 

PRAYERS 
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Brooklynn Neef 

The Neef Family 

Madalen Campbell 

The Campbell Family 

Pastor had the honor of baptizing two little ladies during the last two months.   

 

Brooklynn Neef was baptized on March 6, 2016 

Madalen Campbell was baptized on April 25, 2016 

 

WELCOME LITTLE ONES INTO GOD’S KINGDOM 

Without question God is increasing His family through the miracle of Holy 

Baptism.  Look very closely at these two families.  All seven of the children from 

the Neef and Campbell family are baptized children of Redeemer.  That means all 

seven children were baptized here at Redeemer.  I have had the distinct honor of 

baptizing six of these seven adorable children.  God is Good!  



Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

Date Set-up Take-down 

PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 
We sure could use some help on our Property Appreciations Days every 

month.  There is outside work to do and cleaning and dusting that needs 

done inside the Church.  If you can help, please come to the church and we 

will put you to work.  Our next  Property Appreciation Day is May 14th at 

8:00 AM. 

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP 
Everyone is invited to the Fellowship every Thursday, starting at 10:00AM.  The more 

people attending, the more FUN we can have!!!  The most popular things to play are: 

Pinochle, Phase 10, SkipBO, and Hand & Foot.  We also have Dominoes or other games if 

they are requested.  There must be something you would like to have fun with, so come on 

out.  Once in awhile we have a special home made lunch but usually everyone brings a bag 

lunch.  Drinks and dessert furnished. 

Sunday, May 1st 
Dottie LaMere 

Vicki Fernald 

Deb Horner 

Sally Zierdt 

Sunday, May 8th 
Dottie LaMere 

Baerbel Hooper 

Sandi Libke 

Jane Harty 

Sunday, May 15th Lisa Kress 
Mickie Abel 

Bernice Heppner 

Sunday, May 22nd Bob Varone Gwen Wurster 

Sunday, May 29th Lisa Kress 
   Deb Horner 

   Sally Zierdt 

It is that time of year again when we again say good-bye to our northern brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  We are so very sad to see you leave, but we are overjoyed in the number of weeks and 

months we shared together worshipping, working, and playing.  Please contact the church office 

notifying us of the date of your departure and verification of your northern address in order that 

we may continue to correspond through our monthly newsletter and other publications.  The 

Lord grant you safety while you travel. 

TO OUR NORTHERN MEMBERS, GUESTS, & VISITORS:   

15     MAY      2016    
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POSITION DESCRIPTIONS 
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B elow are just a few of the positions which are vacant at this time.  Please read the 

descriptions and prayerfully consider stepping up to fill one of these positions.  

Without the many wonderful and faithful volunteers, we would not be able to fully minister 

to our congregation and the community. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT:  The pr imary duties would be to coordinate 

the schedules for Sunday School teachers, prepare the materials & make sure they are 

available, review attendance and work with parents to encourage attendance and see if rides 

are needed (not to necessarily provide the rides, but to contact somebody who could); work 

with Pam Replinger to address any concerns of Sunday School teachers, and assist in Rally 

Day and Vacation Bible School as able. 

BOARD OF HUMAN CARE:  The Chair  of this very cr itical board works closely with 

the Pastor to insure proper care to individual members and families of the congregation. The 

Board of Human Care is expansive as it gives attention to emotional, physical, psychological, 

and spiritual maladies of God’s people. With the help of the Pastor, the Chair trains members 

of the Board of Human Care to make hospital visits as well as visits to the shut-in and the 

infirm. The Chair oversees a prayer-chain with members who are not connected to the 

internet to receive E-prayers. The Chair also assigns a Coordinator to other programs of 

mercy within the congregation, i.e. Monthly Blood Pressure, Disaster Preparedness, Stephen 

Ministries, Caring Network, Cards of Comfort, and Christian Support Groups. The Board of 

Human Care may also participate in community events, i.e. Blood Drives and Relay For Life. 

The Chair of this board is also required to attend the monthly Church Council Meeting (2nd 

Monday at 7 PM), and prepare a brief report of the board’s work to the Council and to the 

Voters’ Assembly each quarter. 

BOARD OF ASSIMILATION:  The Chair  of this impor tant board works with the 

Pastor and the Chairs of other boards and committees to integrate new members into the life 

of the congregation. The Chair monitors the guidelines for proper use of the visitor’s desk in 

the narthex. The Chair delegates the following responsibilities to the members of the Board 

of Assimilation: Supply greeters for Sunday Church services; Provide ‘visitor bags’ for first 

time visitors to Redeemer before Sunday services; Provide New Member Packets for all 

incoming new members; Take pictures of all new members; Place pictures in New Member 

Showcase (located in the narthex); and Provide the Newsletter Editor with pictures of all new 

members. The Chair of this board is also required to attend the monthly Church Council 

Meeting (2nd Monday at 7 PM), and prepare a brief report of the board’s work to the Council 

and to the Voters’ Assembly each quarter. 

Web—Church:    www.redeemerfl.com 

Web—Child Care:  www.redeemerfl-cc.com 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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Bible Lessons 

   

Chapel is on Mondays at 

3:45 
 

5/2 Jesus Says Do Not 

Worry 
Matthew 6:25-34 
5/9 God’s People Share 

His Word 
2 Timothy 1:5, 3:14-17 
5/16 God’s People Share 

His Word 
Acts 16:11-15, 40 

5/23 God Saves His 

People 
The Book of Esther 

5/30 God Forgives 

Those Who Wander 

form Him 
Luke 15:11-32 

 
Dear Jesus, when I am 

afraid, remind me of 

Your power and love. 

Thank You for faithful 

pastors and teachers 

who tell me about Jesus, 

my Savior. Amen.  

Birthdays 

 

Violet 5/5 

Emelyn 5/8 

Ms. Lisa 5/9 

Ms. Shala 5/10 

Lachlan 5/12 

Thomas 5/14 

Brianna 5/15 

Riley E. 5/21 

Daniel 5/25 

Nazareth 5/30 

 

              
 

Special Days in 

March 

 

5/3 Teacher 

Appreciation Week 

5/8 Mother’s Day 

5/31 Memorial Day 

CLOSED 

 

What We Are 

Learning 

 

5/4 God Cares for the 

Birds and Flowers 

5/11 Timothy’s Mother 

and Grandmother 

5/18 Lydia Believes 

5/25 Queen Esther 

5/30 The Lost Son 
 

 

VPK Graduation 

 

 
 

Congratulations to the 

VPK Class of 2016! 
 

Hunter, Lachlan, Khloe, 

Chloe, Kayden, Violet, 

Julie, Kira, Ella, Aubrie 

&  Arabella 

Graduation will be on 

 May 17, 2016  

6:30-8:00 pm 
 

Submitted by Wendy Horvath  

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

Redeemer Child 
Care  
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Lawn Care Call Todd Armstrong at (941)961-7584 for your lawn care 
 needs. 

Cleaning Services CK-Clean LLC—Residential cleaning service—Kristine Bowers  
 Baltimore  (941) 681-6514 

LOST AND FOUND 
If anyone is missing any items, namely eyeglasses, gloves, umbrellas, etc., 

please check the Lost & Found box located in the narthex. 

 

       May 1st  TBA 

 

 May 8th  Sally Zierdt 

 

 May 15th  TBA 

 

 May 22nd  Sally Zierdt 

 

 May 29th  TBA 

   

 

 

 

  

   Submitted by  

    Assimilation 

 

       May 1st Dottie LaMere 

   Baerbel Hooper 

 

 May 8th Dennis & Pam Replinger 

 

 May 15th Paulette & Collins Sita 

 

 May 22nd TBA 

 

 May 29th TBA       

     

 

 

 

     Submitted by Brd. of  

           Community &  

GREETERS COFFEE HOUR 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

BUSINESS, HERE IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY!!!  We 

have limited space, but space available, for you to 

place your FREE advertisement.  Please contact the Church office by 

phone or email if you would like to place an ad. 

FREE 

CLASSIFIEDS 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

33. Woodwind instrument 
34. Male hog 
35. Merely 
36. Variety 
37. Coalesce 
40. Saloon 
41. Be unwell 
43. Jump 
44. Annual grass seeds 
45. Melody 
46. Gambit 
49. Infer 
50. Tree with conelike fruit 
51. Person 
52. Fry quickly in fat 
53. Pointer 
54. Chew 
55. Buddy 
56. Wading bird 
57. Part of the ear 
59. Long and thin 
61. Facile 
63. Mischievous fairy 
65. Staining substance 

Solution on Page 17 

Across 
1. Snakelike fish 
4. Assist in crime 
8. Particle 
12. Imitate 
13. Fruit 
14. Pulsate 
16. Bad time for Julius 
17. Border 
18. Wipe out 
19. Laconic 
21. Sediment 
23. Additional to or different from 
24. Attempt 
25. Slightly open 
27. Cut down 
29. Form of transport 
30. Vitality 
31. Fuss 
34. Study of plants 
37. Bill of fare 
38. Napkin 
39. Quartz used in cameos 
40. Used to control a horse 
41. As well 
42. High mountain 
43. Fraud 
45. Each 
47. Cereal grass seeds 
48. Paddle 
49. Aromatic herb 
50. Fitting 
51. Champion 
52. Droop 
55. Tablet 
58. Aspersion 
60. Languish 
62. Residence 
64. In the middle 
66. Halo 
67. Defamation 
68. Shade of blue 
69. Pack tightly 
70. Medieval land worker 
71. Hinge joint 
72. Conifer 
 
 
 
 

Down 
1. Type of duck 
2. Mineral used as 
an abrasive 
3. Not as great 
4. Simian 
5. Pandemonium 
6. Avid 
7. Woody plant 
8. Consumed 
9. Tossed 
10. Unwritten exam 
11. Flowerless plant 
12. Glove 
15. Insect 
20. Yield 
22. Tibia 
26. Crested bird 
28. Flightless bird 
29. Charge 
30. Animal doctor, in short 
31. Fit 
32. Saucer 
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Published monthly for members, Associate 

Members and Visitors of Redeemer Lutheran 
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Church Missouri Synod. 

WORSHIP SERVICES: 

Bible Study:  8:00 AM 

Divine Service:  9:15 AM 

Sunday School:  9:15 AM 

CHURCH OFFICE PHONE:  941-475-2410 

 

The Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care Family are called into the service of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by His command (Matthew 28:18-20) to: 

Disciple all nations, that is, all people; 

Baptize in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; 

Proclaim the Gospel and teach His Word in its truth and purity. 

 


