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As a parish pastor I have almost 
always strayed away from 
preaching on stewardship, that is, 
about the tithes and offerings given 
by the members of the church. 
Preaching from the pulpit on 
stewardship is just so law driven. 
It’s not easy on the ears, nor healthy 
on the conscience. Preaching on 
stewardship is so accusatory. 
Another reason why I don’t preach 
on stewardship is because, to me, 
preaching on stewardship from the 
pastor sounds self-serving. So, 
instead of preaching on 
stewardship, I thought writing a 
newsletter article about it in a 
constructive and helpful way may 
be the best path for me to teach 
about stewardship and for the 
reader to receive the instruction. 

I think the best way to approach 
this topic of stewardship is in a 
basic and fundamental way, a way 
that may be familiar to you, a way 
that may guide you to the Gospel in 
generous, first fruits giving. So, 
going back to the basics, returning 
to things we have learned in the 
Small Catechism and God’s Word 
should be a good start. 

In the Beginning: Law and Gospel 

The foundation of understanding 

the Bible and its teachings is the 
distinction between God’s Law and 
God’s Gospel. Sound familiar? The 
Law of God is the way He wants us 
to live, His commandments, His 
principles, His precepts, or 
whatever else you want to call 
them. As we have learned, the Law 
of God always “Shows Our 
Sin” (SOS), because we can never 
keep God’s Law perfectly.  

The Gospel is the Good News that 
even though we can never earn 
God’s favor with our works, our 
merit, or our worthiness, God has 
provided salvation for us free of 
charge in the life, suffering, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
And as we have further learned, the 
Gospel of God always “Shows Our 
Savior” (SOS) – Jesus, God’s Son.  

Remember, all the Ten 
Commandments are Law; they 
show us how sinful we are. But they 
also serve two other functions. 
First, for unbelievers, the Law helps 
curb outward sin: if there is a law 
against stealing and a strong 
punishment for it, then there will be 
less stealing. Secondly, for believers 
in Christ, the Law also serves as a 
guide for how to live a life of 
thanksgiving for the wonderful gift 
of eternal life the Christian receives 
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Perhaps I am not the best person to look at 
stewardship on a personal physical level. Our 
bodies have been given to us by our God. 1 
Corinthians 6:19-20 reminds us: “Do you not know 
that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who 
is in you, whom you have received from God? You 
are not your own; you were bought at a price. 
Therefore honor God with your bodies.” 
 
Being created by the Almighty God, we were 
created for a certain purpose; to be His children 
and stewards of His creation, including our own 
bodies. God created Adam and Eve after His own 
image. This refers to their spiritual life: holy, 
perfect, and knowing God as He desired to be 
known. God also created us and our physical bodies 
as they are, with certain weaknesses (on account of 
sin) and certain frailties (also on account of sin). 
How we live with such infirmities reflects our trust 
in His giving and preserving hand. 
 
God has also given us intelligence and the ability to 
use that intelligence to make choices. We can 

choose to add tobacco or alcohol or chocolate cake 
to our bodies. We can also choose to sit on the sofa 
watching TV. Or, we can use our God given 
knowledge of stewardship to consume and use 
those things (among others) sparingly, and choose, 
instead, healthy things. We are witnesses in our 
speech and actions, and often those actions are 
reflected in our physical appearance.  
 
We would do well to remember good stewardship 
through the words of St. Paul to the Thessalonians:  
“It is God’s will that you should be sanctified [holy]: 
that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each 
of you should learn to control your own body in a 
way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate 
lust like the pagans, who do not know God;” 
 
By the power of the all providing God, let us use the 
stewardship of our bodies as witnesses to our faith 
and trust in the Lord our God.  
 

Respectively submitted by Mark Steinke, 
Stewardship Chairman 

stewardship 

In previous years, Redeemer Lutheran 
Church and Child Care has been 
supported by a greater number of 
people. We have always been blessed by 
God with generous people giving their 
tithes and offerings. This year we have 
fewer people who are the base of 
Redeemer, and by extension, fewer tithes and offerings. In addition to salaries and utilities, there are the 
aspects of upkeep and repairs that need to be met. We do have moneys in the Endowment Fund. Those 
funds need to be used sparingly.  

I call on each of the members, local, distant, full-time and associates and friends to look at the blessings 
the Lord has showered upon you and realize those blessings will not stop. That you are able to afford a 
little bit extra for the work of the Lord. In the future, we may call upon you for extra support in the 
Lord’s ministry. For now, consider it a joy by increasing your offerings, tithes and gifts as God’s faithful 
children. 2 Corinthians 8:2-4 “In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme 
poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even 
beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in 
this service to the Lord’s people.” 
 

Respectively submitted by Mark Steinke, Stewardship Chairman 
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by grace through faith in 
Jesus Christ.  

From God’s Word about the 
stewardship of our 
finances, the Third use of 
the Law (a guide) is 
revealed. In the New 
Testament, God has given 
believers in Christ certain 

commands about how to use our finances for the 
work of the Church. This is our guide for how to 
respond to God in thanksgiving for His gifts to us. 
But even this Law will always accuse us and show 
us our sin, how we have fallen short. That’s what 
the Law always does.  

So, if you are convicted that you have not been 
faithful with your finances in thought, word, or 
deed, then know that this is God’s Law at work in 
you and you do not stand convicted alone. We have 
all fallen short of the glory of God. However, know 
this: He is calling you to repentance. Therefore, let 
us repent and trust in the Lord Jesus who died for 
all sins – including our sins of greed and avarice. 
You are forgiven in Christ and as a forgiven child of 
God, you can lead a new and more faithful life in the 
power of Christ’s Gospel.  

Stewardship and Vocation  

In Luther’s Small Catechism, in Section 3, we read 
of the Table of Duties. Christian stewardship begins 
with the understanding that all we have is God’s 
(Psalm 24:1) and that “we brought nothing into the 
world, and we cannot take anything out of the 
world” (1 Timothy 6:7). Since all we have is God’s, 
we should use it for His purposes. God’s purpose 
for us in our lives is expressed in the various 
vocations, or callings, that we have. So, for example, 
a father and mother use their income to feed, 
clothe, and protect their children; all of us as 
citizens use part of our income to pay our taxes 
faithfully. Each vocation makes a claim on each part 
of our lives, including our income. 

Besides the vocations that each of us have in our 
family life and under the government, we are also 

all Christians and therefore we are members of this 
congregation – Redeemer Lutheran Church. How 
do we use our income faithfully in regard to this 
vocation? To correctly learn this we need look to 
God’s Word; to read His instruction to us and for us. 

What Does God’s Word Say About Stewardship? 

The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 
the world and those who dwell therein. – Psalm 
24:1   

Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and 
the might of my hand have gotten me this 
wealth.’ You shall remember the Lord your God, for 
it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He 
may confirm His covenant that He swore to your 
fathers, as it is this day. – Deuteronomy 8:17-18 

Keep your life free from love of money, and be 
content with what you have, for He has said “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” – Hebrews 13:5  

Jesus said, “One who is faithful in a very little is also 
faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very 
little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not 
been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will 
entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not 
been faithful in that which is another’s, who will 
give you that which is your own? No servant can 
serve two masters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money.” – Luke 16:10-13 

Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.” – Matthew 6:19-21 

The Lord says, “Will man rob God? Yet you are 
robbing Me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed 
You?’ In your tithes and contributions. You are 
cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the 
whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in My house. 

Continued on Page 5... 
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Pastor Rev. James Kress 

Seasonal Pastor  

LHM Ambassador  
 
Child Care  
   Director Wendy Horvath 

Office Secretary Deb Horner 

Organist Bill Bowers 

Choir Director Collins Sita 

Newsletter  Deb Horner 
   Editor 

OFFICERS 

President Joe Carlos 

Vice President Stephen Wurster 

Treasurer Denise Fountain 

Secretary June Brown 

BOARDS 

Head Elder   

Christian Ed. Pam Replinger 

Human Care Carol Carlos  

Outreach Cindy Johnson 

Assimilation Mary Kay Straw 

School Board Bill Bowers 

Stewardship Rev. Mark Steinke 

Youth James Straw 

Financial   Deb Horner 
 Secretary 

 Property Mgmt. Todd Armstrong 

 

GROUPS/GUILDS 

Ladies Guild Sally Zierdt 

Men’s Group   

Altar Guild  

Coffee Hour   

Below are all the members and associate members who are currently 

serving in positions of leadership here at Redeemer Lutheran Church & 

Child Care.  As you will notice there are some vacancies (also see page 8 

of this newsletter).  If you believe the Lord of the Church is moving you 

to volunteer to serve in these or other capacities in the church, please 

contact Pastor Kress or President Joe Carlos.  Please keep all who are 

serving in your daily prayers. 

Officers: 

 Joe Carlos – President 

 Stephen Wurster – Vice President 

 June Brown – Congregation Secretary 

 Denise Fountain – Treasurer 

 Rev. James Kress—Pastor 

Church Council Members: 

 Vacant – Head Elder 

 Deb Horner, Chairman – Board of Finance 

 Rev. Mark Steinke, Chairman – Board of Stewardship 

 Carol Carlos, Chairman – Board of Human Care Ministries 

 Todd Armstrong, Chairman – Property Management 

 Mary Kay Straw, Chairman – Board of Assimilation 

 Cindy Johnson, Chairman – Board of Comm. & Parish Fellowship 

 Jim Straw, Chairman – Board of Youth Programs 

 Pam Replinger, Chairman – Board of Christian Education 

 Bill Bowers, Chairman – School Board 

School Board Elected Positions: 

 Jenni Dolphin – Parent Representative 

 Jim Schluentz – Associate Member Representative 

Endowment Committee: (three-year term) 

 George Dykhuizen (beginning three year term) 

 Dr. Bud Harty (two years remaining) 

 Enid Muhme (one year remaining) 

Audit Committee: (one-year term) 

 Vacant 

 Vacant 

 Vacant 

Nominating Committee: (one-year term) 

 Laurie Steinke 

 Wendy Horvath 

 Stacy Neef 

 Cathy Mielke 

All elected officers, council, 

board and committee members 
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And thereby put Me to the test,” says the Lord of 
hosts, “if I will not open the windows of heaven 
for you and pour down for you a blessing until 
there is no more need.” – Malachi 3:8-10 

Let the one who is taught the word share all good 
things with the one who teaches. – Galatians 6:6 

And [Jesus] sat down opposite the treasury and 
watched the people putting money into the 
offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. 
And a poor widow came and put in two small 
copper coins, which make a penny. And He called 
His disciples to Him and said to them, “Truly, I 
say to you, this poor widow has put in more than 
all those who are contributing to the offering 
box. For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in 
everything she had, all she had to live on.” – Mark 
12:41-44 

Do you not know that those who are employed in 
the temple service get their food from the 
temple, and those who serve at the altar share in 
the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the 
Lord commanded that those who proclaim the 
gospel should get their living by the gospel. – 1 
Corinthians 9:13-14 

On the first day of every week, each of you is to 
put something aside and store it up, as he may 
prosper, so that there will be no collecting when 
I come. – 1 Corinthians 16:2 

But as you excel in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in 
our love for you—see that you excel in this act of 
grace also. – 2 Corinthians 8:7 

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one 
must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all 
things at all times, you may abound in every 
good work. – 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

And so what is the familiar question we ask 

when we’re not certain what God’s Word says: 

What Does This Mean?  

Stewardship is not a section or level of the 
Christian life; my friends, stewardship is the 
Christian life. Basically then, faith and finances 
are inseparable. True joy is found not in storing 
up the things of this world, for the things of this 
world won’t last. True joy is found in clinging to 
Christ who poured out His life for you on the 
cross and now gives you His Life in His Word, 
Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper. The 
things of this world are temporarily entrusted to 
us by God; they are never ours. We are stewards, 
that is, managers of what God gives us. God owns 
all things and we will be called to account for 
how we manage the Owner’s things (Romans 
14:10-12, 2 Corinthians 5:10).  

The Lord calls us to give cheerfully to Him a 
portion of what He has given to us as a 
demonstration of our faith and trust in Him and 
His provision. The cheerfulness in giving is found 
during and after the obedient act of giving and 
not necessarily before it. Your heart always goes 
where you put God’s money.  

So What Do I Do Now?  

We can summarize what God’s Word says about 
stewardship into four points by looking again at 
the verses we saw above from First and Second 
Corinthians. 

On the first day of every week, each of you is to put 
something aside and store it up, as he may 
prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I 
come. – 1 Corinthians 16:2 

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And 
God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 
you may abound in every good work. – 2 
Corinthians 9:6-8 
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From this we can see the following 4 principles for 
New Testament giving:  

1.  Voluntarily and Cheerfully. Giving is to be 
done voluntarily, not under compulsion. Giving 
is to be done cheerfully, not grudgingly.  

2.  First Fruits. Giving should be from the first 
fruits of our labor. Our giving is what we do on 
the first day of the week before our other 
expenses are paid.  

3.  Proportionally. Giving is to be proportional, 
“as each one of you may prosper.” Giving 
should not be done arbitrarily setting a dollar 

amount each week, but rather is to be in 
accordance with how God has prospered us 
each week. Thus, each of us should consciously 
and intentionally determine to set aside a 
certain proportion (percentage) of our income 
for Christ’s Church each week.  

4.  Faithfully. God graciously promises to give 
us all that we need for this body and life. 
Therefore, we should give in faith, trusting that 
God will provide for all our needs – though not 
necessarily our wants! After all, if we can trust 
the Lord with our eternal salvation, can we not 
trust Him to provide our daily bread?  
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A note FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Guy's, I'm sorry about missing the April 
newsletter. I almost missed this newsletter. I think 
I need to take a time management course. Either 
I'm getting slower (but that can't be since I'm 
getting younger by the day) or time is faster.  

Wow, what a great breakfast we had on April 26th 
to meet our new members and for them to learn of 
the various opportunities there are for them to 
utilize the skills and talents they have been given 
to the service of our Lord. Many demonstrated 
their ability in the kitchen and I thank all those 
that helped.  

April 26th, demonstrated what happens when we 
all pitch in. We had great food and most important 
great fellowship. We got to know more about our 
fellow Brothers and Sisters in Christ. As you heard 
just about all of our boards and committees are 
short of manpower and need your help. Don't wait 
to be asked. Call that board chair or committee 
head to see how you can help. 

On property appreciation days show up and help. 
We have 10 acres of property with three buildings 
plus two sheds that need to be maintained. If all 
those of us that are physically able show up. You 

would be amazed as to how much can be done in a 
short period of time.  

 You all know our financial situation, things are 
really tight. We need your help. Please consider 
increasing your regular offering by a certain 
percentage. Any addition to your regular offerings 
will ease the pressure to meet our obligations. 

To our Brothers and Sisters that have gone back to 
your other church families up north or will be 
going soon, we already miss those of you that have 
left  and we hate to see those of you who are still 
here go, but will be looking forward for your 
return in the Fall. Remember Redeemer in your 
prayers and also with your financial support. 

Those of us LEFT BEHIND. It's time to roll up our 
sleeves, there is much work to be done, also a lot 
of fun to be had. 

None of us have all the answers, but together and 
with God's help we can overcome our current 
situation. 

God bless each and every one of us. See you in 
church. 

President—Joe Carlos 

Continued on Page 7... 
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Therefore, in the New Testament God invites us to 
give each week in accordance with how we have 
prospered. What size should this proportion be? In 
the Old Testament the percentage was set down at 
10%, a tithe; and in the New Testament we are 
told to “excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 
8:7), so certainly anything less than a tithe would 
not be considered “excelling.” Furthermore, our 
Lord told us that “where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). Therefore, 
a tithe of our incomes (anything that “comes in”) 
for the maintenance of the Church is really the 
floor level of Christian giving, not the ceiling!  

What follows is some practical advice on how to 
follow the guidelines from Scripture and faithfully 
give a voluntary, generous first fruits proportion 
of your income.  

1.  Receive God’s gifts. If you have not been 
faithfully attending worship to hear God’s 
Word, receive His forgiveness, and partake of 
His body and blood for the eternal benefit of 
your soul, then by all means repent and come 
receive the gifts of our Lord Jesus! God does 
not want your money – He wants you, all of 
you.  

2.  Pray. Go to the throne of grace and ask for 
strength to follow the Lord faithfully. Pray with 
your spouse. Pray also with the members of 
your household. The entire household should 
be joyful together in their offering to God and 
His Church. 

3. Consider what the Church does. The Church 
is called to spread the Good News about Jesus 
Christ by preaching the Gospel to all who will 
hear it and administering the Sacraments to 
the faithful. You are a part of God’s Church on 
earth. This is your mission and the mission is 
for the life of the world – that for which Jesus 
laid down His life and took it up again. The 
Church cannot complete its mission unless all 
members of the Church, those who have 
benefited from the Church’s mission, faithfully 
support the Church.  

4. Examine yourself. Consider the commands 
of God from the New Testament about 
supporting the work of the Church and 
examine your own giving. Ask yourself, are 
you; giving of your first fruits – that is, does 
your offering come out of your paycheck first, 
not just what’s left over; are you giving 
voluntarily and cheerfully; are you giving 
systematically and proportionally in a 
generous way, that is, at least a tithe; are you 
relying on God’s promise to provide for you? If 
not, then repent and trust in God’s provision; 
for God gave the life of His Son on the cross to 
forgive you all your sins – He will certainly not 
abandon you in your physical needs. Trust His 
Word and keep it.  

5. Decide on your proportion. Now you (your 
spouse and your household) are ready to 
consider what proportion of your income you 
will give faithfully, proportionally, generously, 
and cheerfully. The Biblical proportion of a 
tithe (10%) also makes for easy math: just 
move the decimal point and that’s your offering 
for the week. But here is what’s important, 
whatever the percent you (and your 
household) prayerfully decide to give, give 
faithfully, joyfully, and trust in God above all 
things that He will indeed supply all your 
needs in this body and life.  

In Conclusion: Just Some More Law and Gospel  

So that’s God’s Law on supporting the Church. 
Support the Church faithfully from your first fruits. 
Do it voluntarily and cheerfully, and do it 
proportionally, excelling in this grace of giving 
making your generous giving and way of living. 
Does that convict you? Does this Law show your 
sin? I know it convicts me. I too have fallen short of 
God’s glory. I too have not been as cheerful or 
faithful a giver as I should be. That’s the bad news 
of our sinfulness against God’s Law. If we feel 
convicted in this way, we need to pay attention to 
the Word of the Lord and repent, that is, turn away 
from our sinful, selfish attitudes and actions and 
ask God’s forgiveness and His help in amending 

7 Continued on Page 8... 
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our ways.  

The same Lord who gave His life for us on the 
cross and won for us forgiveness, well that’s the 
Good News of the Gospel! And this Gospel message 
will help us to be faithful givers in the future 
trusting in His grace alone for our salvation and 
every earthly need. 

This catechetical look into God’s Word and what 

He says about stewardship has helped me 
personally re-examine how I give, why I give, and 
how much I give. I pray this article will be helpful 
to you as well. The Law of God guides us to the 
Gospel which then motivates us to carry out the 
good works in faithful giving. 

Yours in the Service of Christ Jesus, 
Pastor Jim Kress 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN CROSS DEDICATION 

On May 3rd, 2015, a ceremony was held to dedicate the beautiful granite cross placed in the Memorial 

Garden. 

Memorial gifts received over the years have made it possible to purchase the new Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Memorial Garden Cross replacing the old and damaged memorial cross. We especially would like to thank the 

generosity of the family and friends of Gloria Carlsen. The cross was produced by DOH Services, Inc., South 

Holland, Illinois and delivered by Joe & Carol Carlos.  Many thanks to Bob Laurain, Todd Armstrong and 

Terry Fountain for the setting of the Memorial Cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!! 
May 1st was a very special day for Olga Nagel 

and her family...She celebrated it 95th birthday!!!  

May God bless you for many more years Olga.  

Pictured with Olga is her son Michael and his 

wife Collette. 
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CALLED AND ORDAINED SHERIFF OF 

THE WORD 

Called and Ordained Sheriff of the Word 
by Chad Bird 

The man was crouched down in the aisle of an 
Office Depot when I turned the corner and our 
eyes met. It was December, so the coat he wore 
didn’t look out of place. I had one on too, but it was 
unbuttoned enough to reveal the clerical shirt I 
was wearing beneath. I had dropped by to pick up 
a few items for my study. He had dropped by to 
pick up an item or two as well…and slide them 
inside the pocket of his coat. In fact, he was doing 
exactly that when I rounded the corner.  

I stopped and stood there. Didn’t move. Didn’t 
utter a syllable. Didn’t even blink. Never unlocking 
his eyes from mine, the would-be shoplifter eased 
the product out of his coat, put it back on the shelf, 
stood up, turned around and walked quickly away. 
He cast one last glance over his shoulder at the 
pastor who had caught him red-handed. 

As I’ve told this story over the years, it’s always 
prompted knowing smiles and laughter. I’d even 
wager that the man eventually laughed as well. It’s 
not every day a thief gets caught by a man dressed 
as the Almighty’s representative. 

I wonder, though, upon further reflection, if there’s 
an unhappy side to this story. Unhappy not 
because the man was stealing—though, of course, 
that is, lamentable. Unhappy not because the man 
ran off before he could be collared. No, unhappy 
because though that thief fled from a man dressed 
as a priest, you’d have thought I sported a badge 
and brandished a pistol. And I wonder if his 
reaction sums up many people’s view of the 
pastoral office, as if a shepherd of Christ’s flock is 
actually a called and ordained sheriff of the word. 

First of all, let me say that I understand his 
reaction, because I’ve been on both sides of the 
fence. On the one hand, when I was in the ministry, 
a few folks reacted to me as if I wore a Moses mask 
and lugged around two tablets of stone. They 
wouldn’t answer my calls, wouldn’t open the door 
when I knocked, because to them I was the 

embodiment of their guilty conscience. To some 
extent, that’s 
unavoidable. A 
pastor must 
preach the law. 
And that law 
causes some 
people to dive 
for the nearest 
cover. On the 
other hand, I’ve 
also been that 
sinner who fled from pastors. For a long time, I 
was carrying around an enormous amount of guilt 
and shame. So I avoided contact with men who, in 
my eyes, embodied so much of my pain. I fled from 
them like a criminal would a cop. 

But I wonder, is it unavoidable that sinners run 
away from Christ’s shepherd as if he’s an officer of 
the law? Is there anything they can do to try and 
prevent it? Think of those questions in terms of 
Christ’s own ministry. 

What is most amazing to me is not that Jesus 
welcomed public transgressors into his company. 
What astounds me is that they came to him with 
the full expectation of not being turned away. He is 
the holy one of God, after all. He’s a sinless priest, 
above reproach, the most moral man on earth. Yet 
these unholy people seek Jesus out. Lepers cry out 
to him. Whores weep on his feet. Tax collectors 
climb trees to get a peek at him. Some men even 
rip apart a roof to lower their friend into his midst! 
Far from running away from Jesus, sinners of all 
stripes run to him. 

Why? Because Jesus never preached the law? No. 
Because he was soft on sin? Hardly. Rather, it’s 
because he not only beckoned the weary and 
heavy laden to come to him; he took a seat at their 
dinner tables, became their friend, accepted them 
as his followers, praised their faith, and defended 
them. And, perhaps most significantly, Jesus 
shrugged his shoulders at the name-calling and tsk
-tsking of the religious superstars who were 

9 
Continued on Page 10... 



Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care                           May 2015 

CALLED AND ORDAINED SHERIFF OF 

THE WORD…Continued from page 9 

offended that he would lower himself to hang in 
the gutter with such unworthies. He was the kind 
of pastor who didn’t damn the woman caught in 
adultery, much less make a public example out of 
her. He sent her away to a new, unadulterated life, 
forgiven and loved. He made an apostle out of a 
hated tax-collector. Restored another betraying 
apostle. Chose a murderous, blaspheming 
persecutor to be the evangelist to the nations. 
There was really only one group to whom Jesus 
was harsh and unyielding: those who deemed 
themselves better than other sinners, who walked 
around flexing their spiritual muscles, whose 
treasure was trashing others whose lives were not 
as outwardly righteous as their own. 

It’s a risky action to emulate this kind of ministry, 
to associate yourself with sheep that some 
consider wolves and others label goats. You’ll be 
lied about. Your morals will be questioned. You’ll 
be ostracized by some, laughed at by others, or 
simply stop hearing from those adept at toeing the 
religious-political line. 

But you might also find yourself listening to 
hurting people pour out their hearts to you about 
how good it is to finally find a Christian who’ll 
listen to them and talk with them without 
sounding condescending. You might discover the 
outcasts and unwanted and branded and scarlet-
lettered flocking to you because they perceive that 
in you they will find the sympathy and love and 
forgiveness of Christ. Rather than running from 
you as a called and ordained sheriff, they’ll 
recognize in you the kind of shepherd who doesn’t 
care how much mud and dung has defiled their 
wool. You stand in the stead of the one who 

washes clean every sinner, loves them, names 
them his own, and makes them part of his flock. 

Fidelity to Christ and love of the outcast neighbor 
go hand in hand. The mark of an orthodox 
pastor—indeed, of an orthodox Christian—is not, 
for example, making sure everyone knows you 
would never attend a homosexual wedding, much 
less bake a cake for it. Maybe you would, maybe 
you wouldn’t; I don’t care. But I would like to 
know if you would bake them a cake when you 
asked them over to your home for dinner, 
introduced them as your friends to your Christian 
friends, invited them to your church, and showed 
them in every imaginable way that they, like you, 
are dead in sin but loved and redeemed by Jesus 
Christ. It seems rather impossible to bring the 
Gospel to those we will have nothing to do with. 
Might this scandalous love result in being shunned 
by some within the conservative Christian 
community? Yes, but there is perhaps no clearer 
sign that you are being a Christ-like shepherd than 
when you are rejected by some because you 
embrace those the religious establishment keeps 
at arm’s length. 

This week, in at least two seminaries, men who 
have been studying for the ministry will receive 
their calls into that sacred vocation. I pray for 
them and the congregations they will serve. And 
part of my prayer is that they will not see or 
portray themselves as called and ordained sheriffs 
of the word, but as called and ordained servants of 
the friend of sinners. 

You can read more of Chad’s writings at https://
birdchadlouis.wordpress.com/ also known as the 
Flying Scroll. 
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It is always a wonderful site to see new members entering into the fellowship of 
Redeemer congregation, as we witnessed on Sunday, March 22nd. With such 
excitement, it has caused others to inquire about joining Redeemer. So, another 
cycle of information classes have begun (a full schedule of classes is provided 
below). We meet in the large meeting room in Fellowship Hall and classes begin 
at 7 PM.  

 If you have been attending worship services here at Redeemer and 
would like to become a member of Redeemer Lutheran Church & 
Child Care, this is the class for you! 

 If you have been attending worship services at Redeemer, but are not 
sure what it is Lutherans believe, teach, and confess, this is the class 
for you! 

 If you have a child in our Child Care Center and would like to further establish you and your 
child in a Christian congregation, this is the class for you. 

 If you are member of Redeemer, but haven’t brushed the dust off the old catechism in some 
time and would like to be refreshed in the teachings of the Christian faith, this is the class of 
you! 

This is a relatively painless opportunity to understand more clearly why you believe what you believe. 
Our classes will conclude on Tuesday, June 2nd with the hope of welcoming new members into our 
fellowship on Sunday, June 7th by way of confirmation, transfer, affirmation of faith, or association. 
Should you ever have a question, please ask the Pastor. 

 Tuesday, April 28th Tuesday, May 19th 

 Thursday, April 30th  Thursday, May 21st 

 Tuesday, May 5th Tuesday, May 26th 

 Thursday, May 7th Thursday, May 28th 

 Thursday, May 14th Tuesday, June 2nd 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW,  

“WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?”  

March  1-30, 2015: 

           ACTUAL                                         BUDGET 

                       INCOME:     $54,128              INCOME:   $46,224 

            EXPENSE:   $52,308            EXPENSE:  $52,225 

 FROM THE TREASURER 
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YOUTH GROUP OUTING 
 

Youth Group End of May Beach Day 
Grades 2-9          Sunday, May, 31st 
Divine Church Service @ 9:15 AM 

Englewood Beach Day:  11 AM—3 PM 
Location:  Redeemer Lutheran Church 

6465 Mayport Street, Englewood FL  34224 

Following Divine Service, the Youth  and Adult chaperones 
attending will be transported from the church to Englewood 

Public Beach using the church bus and/or vans.  Youth can be 
dropped off at home or returned to church parking lot for 

parent pick-up. 

Home Drop off:  3 PM—4 PM   
Parking Lot Pick up:  4 PM—4:30 PM 

Youth will need to bring: Church will provide: 
Packed Lunch   Transportation 
Change of clothes  Bottled water/Gatorade 
Swimwear    Cooler for packed lunches 
Beach Towel    Extra sunscreen 
Sunscreen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any questions:  Call 941-475-2410 

12 



Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care                           May 2015 

SHUT-INS:  Carl & Betty Bertka, Marjorie Boliere, 
Betty Keller, Helen Perry, and Ruth Sutley. 

HEALING:  Mickie Abel, Alice Borowski, Melissa 
Brew, Pat Finkenbine, Bernice Heppner, Sandy 
McGrath, Joe Maramonte, Bob Mortenson, 
Carolyn Plesner, Don Roussin, Duwayne 
Schoeneck, Fred Toth, Arlene Wiley and Robert 
Vickey.   

Friends & Relatives: Esther Ahtila, Linny 
Aspery, Gioconda Barlow, Dick & Marilyn 
Bjornas, Grace Blum, Michelle Bernard, Dennis 
Burchell, Georgia Bush, Jack Carlos, Diane Carr, 
Debbie Carr, Esther Clapham, Bobbett Clark, 
Joanne Clymo, Martin Cressman, Renee Dempsey, 
Irene DiTommaso, James Dodge, Barb Dumeah, 
Bruce Everson, Darla Finkenbine, Marla Flores, 
Manual Galan, Glenn Galway, Liam Garland, 
Nancy Gleis, Shelley Roedel Gutz, Debbie 
Harrison, Larry Headun, Claudette Hendershot, 
Joel Heppner, Walter Heppner, Glory Herget, Joan 
Hillis, Robin Hincman, David Hirtle, Larry 
Hladun, Carol Holmes, Linda Holt, John Hunter, 
Linda Hunter, Roger Houser, Stanley & Lynne 
Jablonski, Heather Johnson, Rachel Kagay, John 
Kearns, Elizabeth Lynn Klopfenstein, Stacey 

Lampert, Wayne Lewin, Ray Likowski, Denise 
Line, Sean Maki, Joe Manson, Pete Mogg, John 
Montondo, Mike Morrissey, Kaye Gene 
Mortenson, Maureen Nesvacil, Charles Pentecost 
Jr., Margo Plamondon, Mary Raines, Rachell 
Sanders, Ryan Sheahan, Don Shepherd, Nancy 
Sly, Debbie Speer Smith, Virginia Stanley, Charles 
Tolley, Samantha Jo Ann Toth, George Vespa, 
Steven Walker, Christy Wallace, Helen Weishaar, 
Gordan Winkel, Reece Withers, Tim Wright, and 
Angel Zavala. 

Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky, 
Michael Broughton, Eion Guelfi, Brian Jackson, 
Joshua Jones, Jonathan Koen, David MacLeod,  
Steven Seigmundt, Charles D. Weishaar. 

PRAYERS 

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you,  family 

members and friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please 

call pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we may   

either keep or remove their name.  

                                                                    Thank you. 

The deadline for the June Newsletter is May 16th 

Please have all your submissions sent to redeemerfl@verizon.net  OR  

drop it off at the church office to Deb by the date indicated above.   

Thank  You! 
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DYING TO LIVE 
The Power of Forgiveness  

A nine part DVD series featuring Rev. Dr. Harold Senkbeil 

More and more it seems that the world and its media are shaping our culture. We work to be spiritual 
people … but how does one get and stay connected to the Creator? 

In this DVD series Rev. Senkbeil helps us to better understand as baptized Christians how this spiritual 
relationship takes place, and how this gives us a life of forgiveness and hope. 

Each DVD session is approximately 20 minutes in length. A study guide is also included that provides 
appropriate discussion questions for each segment. The sessions include: 

Part I: The Incarnational Foundation of the Christian Life 
Our Dying World 
Our Living Lord 

Our Death/His Cross 

Part II: The Sacramental Focus of the Christian Life 
Holy Baptism: Water of Life 

Holy Absolution: Word of Life 
Holy Supper: Feast of Life 

Part III: The Liturgical Shape of the Christian Life 
Divine Service: The Liturgical Life Together 

Private Prayer: Liturgical Life Alone 
Christian Vocation: Liturgical Life in the World 

This series will begin Sunday, January 4, 2015. 

Come join us on Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM before services. 
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            bible study 

How many of you have considered opening an 
account with Lutheran Church Extension Fund? 
What’s stopping you if you haven’t done so yet? 
Parents and grandparents-do you have a Young 
Investor Club account set up for your special child? 
Please check out the products and rates that are 
offered through LCEF. 

Redeemer has used the services of LCEF and also 
had loans from LCEF in the past. If the time comes 
again for us to take out another loan for moving 
ministry forward or for repairs/replacement of 
items at church and the child care center, LCEF will 
be there for us. Here’s good stewardship news-the 
more investors we have with LCEF from our 

congregation, the bigger the rebate on the loan 
interest we will get. Over the course of the life of 
the loan, this is significant money returned to us to 
continue ministry. 

Prayerfully consider becoming an investor with 
LCEF. We currently have 14 investor accounts 
from Redeemer. What’s stopping us from having 
20 or more accounts? As your congregational 
advocate, please let me know what I can do for you 
or what questions I can answer. Information about 
LCEF is in the church narthex, yours for the taking. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laurie Steinke 

Lutheran church extension fund 
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We are always in need of items we can sell in our corner.  Even if you think it is junk "remember, your 
junk is someone elses treasurer.  Please check around and see what you might have.  We have a pretty 
good supply of books if you need to read while relaxing or waiting in Drs office.  Come check it out. 

Everyone is invited to the Fellowship every Thursday, starting at 10:00.  
Several of our Snow birds are returning an we have a full house of tables.  
We are happy to add more.  The most popular things to play are: Pinochle, 
Phase 10, SkipBO, and Hand & Foot.  We also have Dominoes or other games 
if they are requested.  There must be something you would like to have fun 
with, so come on out.  Once in awhile we have a special home made lunch 
but usually everyone brings a bag lunch.  Drinks and dessert furnished. 

LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTION 
If you are not familiar with the Lutheran Witness magazine, it has undergone some wonderful 
improvements this past year.  Renewed or new subscriptions are now being received.  If you would like 
to renew or begin a subscription, please contact the church office.  Yearly subscriptions are $11.00 and all 
checks should be made out to Redeemer Lutheran Church c/o The Lutheran Witness.  The Lutheran 
Witness can also be obtained electronically or by way of a mobile application.  Go to the following link in 
order to get connected today: http://www.lcms.org/resources/publications. 

Senior fellowship 

Kraft korner 

At this time of year, Englewood Helping Hands is very busy and are always in 
need of supplies for their pantry.  Also, if you would like to volunteer to help at 
the pantry, contact Englewood Helping Hands at 941-474-5864.  If you 
would like to donate to their pantry, following is a list of the current needs:  
canned chicken, tuna or ham, peanut butter & jelly, mac & cheese, canned fruit, 
cereal, rice, soups, toilet paper, paper towels, bar soap, shampoo, clothes 
detergent and dish soap.  Thank you for all your support. 

Englewood helping hand 

We sure could use some help on our Property Appreciations Days every month.  
There is outside work to do and cleaning and dusting that needs done inside the 
Church.  If you can help, please come to the church and we will put you to work.   
Our next  Property Appreciation Day is  May 9th, 2015 at 10:00 AM. 

Property appreciation day 
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Palm Sunday & Easter Sunday 
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Redeemer 

Child Care  
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Bible Lessons 

   

Chapel is on Mondays at 

3:45 
 

5/4 Jesus Says Do Not 

Worry 
Matthew 6:25-34 
5/11 God’s People Share 

His Word 
2 Timothy 1:5, 3:14-17 
5/18 God’s People Share 

His Word 
Acts 16:11-15, 40 

5/25 God Saves His 

People 
The Book of Esther 

 

 
Dear Jesus, when I am 

afraid, remind me of 

Your power and love. 

Thank You for faithful 

pastors and teachers 

who tell me about Jesus, 

my Savior. Amen.  

Birthdays 

 

Emelyn 5/8 

Alyssa H 5/9 

Ms. Shala 5/10 

Kyleigh 5/14 

Thomas 5/14 

Brianna 5/15 

Ms. Megan 5/20 

Riley E. 5/21 

Daniel 5/25 

Nazareth 5/30 

 

              
 

Special Days in 

March 

 

5/5 Teacher 

Appreciation Week 

5/10 Mother’s Day 

5/25 Memorial Day 

CLOSED 

What We Are 

Learning 

 

5/4 God Cares for the 

Birds and Flowers 

5/11 Timothy’s Mother and 

Grandmother 

5/18 Lydia Believes 

5/25 Queen Esther 

 

VPK Graduation 

 

 

Congratulations to the 

VPK Class of 2015! 
 

VPK A – Ms. Lisa 

Jacob, Braeden, Rylie, 

Kolton, Salvatore, 

Wesley, Dimitri, 

Anthony, Della, Kaylee, 

Kylee and Kieran 

 

VPK B – Ms. Debbie 

Emelyn, Carson, 

Nicholas, Alyssa, Shawn 

& Ariana 

Submitted by Wendy Horvath  

Redeemer child care 
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Real Estate Services Lora Laurain 
 Placida Properties  888-941-9444 or Cell 941-408-5292 

Lawn Care Call Todd Armstrong at 941-961-7584 for your lawn care needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOU BUSINESS, HERE IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY!!!  We 

have limited space, but space available, for you to place your FREE advertisement.  Please   

contact the Church office by phone or email if you would like to place an ad. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care                           May 2015 

If anyone is missing any items, namely eyeglasses, gloves, umbrellas, etc., please 

check the Lost & Found box located in the narthex. 

GREETERS  
 

 May 3rd Dottie LaMere  

      

 May 10th  Laurain Family   

 

 May 17th Straw Family   

    

 May 24th Frank, Kathie & Alexis 
   Demma                    
    
 May 31st Todd & Gretchen  
   Armstrong 
 

  

Submitted by 

Assimilation 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

 May 3rd  Dottie LaMere 

  

 May 10th  June Markert 

 

 May 17th Carol Spooner  

 

 May 24th TBA  

 

  May 31st TBA 

 

 

     Submitted by Brd. of  

          Community &  

        Parish Fellowship 

classifieds 

Lost and found 
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Web—Child Care:  www.redeemerfl-cc.com 

Facebook:  Redeemer Lutheran 

Web—Church:  

UNDERWATER WORLD 
Can you find the hidden creatures? They may be horizontal, vertical, diagonal, forwards, or 
backwards. 

Puzzle page 
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & CHILD CARE 

6970 Mineola Rd. 
Englewood, FL  34224 

 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED - OPTION 1 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN 

CHURCH & CHILD CARE 

6465 Mayport Street 

Englewood, FL  34224 

 

REV. JAMES T. KRESS, SR. 

 
Church Phone: 941-475-2410 

Church Fax: 941-475-9726 

Child Care Phone:  941-475-2631 

 

E-mail: redeemerfl@verizon.net 
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Published monthly for members, Associate 

Members and Visitors of Redeemer Lutheran 

Church a member congregation of the Lutheran 

Church Missouri Synod. 

WORSHIP SERVICES: 

Bible Study:  8:00 AM 

Divine Service:  9:15 AM 

Sunday School:  9:15 AM 

CHURCH OFFICE PHONE:  941-475-2410 

 

We, the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church are called into the service of our Lord by 

accepting His command (Matthew 28:18-20): 

Making disciples of all nations/peoples 

Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Proclaiming the Gospel and teaching the Word. 

Christ’s love for us compels us to serve our neighbors as He served us. 


