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Why on earth would you, a busy person, want to sacrifice 
what rest and relaxation you have to attend Divine Service 
regularly? After all, some of you have moved to Florida to 
retire in order to remove yourself from many of the mundane 
things of your past working life. Yet you should know, those 
who attend Divine Service regularly do so because they believe 
they are gaining much more than they are giving up. The 
benefits of attending Divine Service far outweigh any deficits 
(real or imagined). If you have never attended church services 
regularly or if you have fallen into a habit of not doing so, and 
especially if you don’t feel ready or motivated to go, I invite 
you to read the following article: “Ten Real Good Reasons to 
go to Church.” Your (eternal) life may depend on it. 

Reason #1: To have fellowship with the crucified and 
risen Christ 

Now if you knew that Jesus Himself was going to be at a 
particular place on a regular basis, would you not be motivated 
to go? Redeemer Lutheran Church is one such place. Christian 
believers gather publicly to be with their risen Savior. When 
they attend Divine Service, the Lord Himself is present! 

Though it is true that Christ is always with individual believers, 
He is present in a unique and special way where Christian 
believers gather around the Word. He promised to be where 
Christians gather: “For where two or three come together in 
My name, there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20) and “surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 
28:20). Both of these statements are spoken to Christians in 
the plural, to the believing Christian community. 
Furthermore, Scripture calls Christians assembled together, 
“the body of Christ.” In other words, the answer to the 
question, “Where can I find Jesus today?” is “Where Christian 
believers gather together” for they are His body. 

Specifically, Jesus comes among His people through the 
preached Word and the Sacraments. What Jesus said to the 
disciples applies to every sermon which proclaims His Word 
truly: “He who listens to you listens to Me; he who rejects you 
rejects Me; but he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent 
Me” (Luke 10:16). We hear the preacher, but it is Christ 
speaking through him. The Lord also comes among us through 
His Holy Supper. If it is true that the Lord’s Supper is the 
crucified and risen Christ’s body and blood, then this has 
awesome results. It means that as the people of God receive 
this meal, they are entering into intimate fellowship with 

Christ Himself. The Lord’s Supper is called 
“communion” (Greek: koinonia) because there the people of 
God have intimate communion with Jesus and with one 
another (1 Corinthians 10:16-17). After communing, with 
Simeon we say, “Lord, now You are letting Your servant 
depart in peace, according to Your Word; for my eyes have 
seen Your salvation” (Luke 2:29-30). 

Reason #2: To be forgiven 

Why come to church? Because the Lord Jesus is there! And He 
is there primarily to give forgiveness to all who repent and 
believe. Proclaiming the full forgiveness that Jesus won for us 
on the cross is the main point of all Christian Divine Services: 
God in Christ freely giving His gifts of forgiveness, life, and 
salvation. This is the amazing thing about our God. He comes 
among His people not primarily to receive from us our 
worship, honor, and praise, but to give us His love; to give us 
the precious forgiveness of sins. He does this through the 
preaching of the Gospel, Confession and Absolution, and the 
Lord’s Supper. What a joy it is to weary souls who have been 
struggling with their sin all week long (or however long you 
have been away) to hear and receive God’s pardon given 
through Word and Sacrament. 

Reason #3: To hear the voice of God 

Never before have people been confronted with so many 
voices; media, talk shows, and the Internet for example. Never 
before have people been confronted with so many choices; the 
opinions of others for example. Life can be confusing and at 
times overwhelming as we try to sift through and sort out right 
from wrong, truth from error. This is becoming all the more 
reason to go to church regularly. For in the Divine Service the 
voice of God Himself speaks to us through sermon, Scripture, 
liturgy, and hymnody. God speaks to His people as a whole 
and He speaks to them individually, guiding them into truth, 
reminding them of what is right, warning them about what is 
wrong. His is a voice of strength and comfort, a voice of 
healing and binding up. His is a voice of sanity in the midst of 
insanity; order in the midst of chaos. His is a voice that tells 
the truth when so many other voices cannot be trusted. How 
sad when believers pray for guidance but fail to show up at the 
place that God has chosen to give that guidance. 

Reason #4: To grow in the knowledge of the Bible, 



Jesus once promised, “if two of you agree on earth about 
anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My 
Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 18:19). There is power 
when the people of God pray. But for those unfortunate souls 
who have cut themselves off from regular attendance at 
church, their needs are unknown, and they pray alone. An 
often overlooked reason to come to church is to be prayed for. 

Reason #8: To love and encourage your fellow 
Christians 

At the heart of the Christian principle is the obligation to love 
our neighbor as ourselves. Jesus sharpens this in John 13 when 
He says, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if 
you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35). The apostle 
Paul echoes this when he writes, “Bear one another’s burdens, 
and thereby fulfill the law (see above) of Christ” (Galatians 
6:2) and “So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good 
to all people, and especially to those who are of the household 
of the faith” (Galatians 6:10). 

Failing to attend the Divine Service regularly not only 
transgresses the Third Commandment (Remember the Sabbath 
Day by keeping it holy). It is also transgresses the law of 
Christ, to love your fellow Christians and to bear their 
burdens. When we refuse to gather with our fellow Christians, 
this is not love! By such refusal we lose touch with them and in 
most cases have no idea what they are going through. And if 
we have no idea what they are going through how can we 
encourage and help them? Furthermore, our absence is a 
powerful nonverbal discouragement to them. But our presence 
is a powerful nonverbal encouragement, even when no words 
are spoken. 

Reason #9: To worship 

That Christians are to worship God is a Biblical given. Jesus 
says, “You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall 
you serve” (Matthew 4:10). Behind this given is the reality that 
we are creatures and God is the Creator. Everything we are 
and have is a gift from Him. Therefore God richly deserves our 
worship, our praise, thanks, and prayer. At the heart of 
Christian worship is the gift of forgiveness that God has given 
us in Jesus Christ. Because God through Christ has forgiven us 
and given eternal life to us out of pure grace, He richly 
deserves our public praise and thanks through word and song.  

When we worship the true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
we are doing what we were created to do. Worshiping our 
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God’s holy Word 

Certainly this reason is related to the previous one but it is not 
redundant. Here I am responding to a common excuse: “I 
don’t need to go to church to hear the Word; I can read the 
Bible on my own.” How wonderful would it be if all believers 
had a daily diet of God’s Word? But private study of Scripture 
should not be considered a substitute for hearing the preached 
Word.  

Why not? The Third Commandment instructs us not to 
despise preaching and His Word. Remember, the Pastor, who 
holds the divinely appointed preaching office, is, by God's will, 
the chief teacher of God’s Word, the one through whom 
Christ Himself speaks, and therefore we should go to church 
so that we may gladly hear and learn it.  

Reason #5: To feed your soul 

Feed the soul? Does the soul need nourishment? According to 
Scripture, yes it does. There we are reminded that “man does 
not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of the LORD” (Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4). 
There we are encouraged, “like newborn babies, long for the 
pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect 
to salvation” (1 Peter 2:2). God’s Word is food for the soul. 
The Divine Service is the best place to give your soul the Word 
of God nourishment it needs. In another place Jesus says, “Do 
not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which 
endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to 
you” (John 6:27). We all routinely provide food for our body; 
shouldn’t we also provide the proper food (God’s Word) for 
our soul? 

Reason #6: To be loved and encouraged 

Why go to church regularly? To be loved and encouraged. 
Let’s face it, we all have troubles. We all face dilemmas and 
disappointments. We all wrestle with discouragement and 
heartache. Life can be cruel in a sin-filled, fallen world. What 
God said of Adam applies to us all: “It is not good for man to 
be alone.” So, why bear your burdens alone? Coming to church 
means interacting with your fellow Christians, the body of 
Christ. It means receiving an encouraging word, a hug and a 
smile. It means having someone listen. More profoundly, it is 
often through His body that Christ speaks the comfort and 
crucial direction that we need. How often a timely word of 
Gospel spoken by one Christian to another drives out the 
gloom! How often one Christian will have a spiritual insight 
that benefits another. So, come to church to be loved and 
encouraged. 

Reason #7: To be prayed for 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
The Sunday School is moving through the Fall quarter at a 
quick pace!  It is hard to believe that we will wrap up the Fall 
quarter with the beginning of Advent on November 27, 2011. 
The children are moving thru the Old Testament, from 
Genesis into Exodus and wrapping up the quarter with the Ten 
Commandments.  This is a bit different than the Winter and 
Spring Quarters that follow the appointed Gospel readings as 
in the church worship schedule (pericopal text). 

We enjoyed the children singing in church on Reformation 
Sunday.  It is always a delight to have the children sing praises 
to Jesus. 

Please look forward to the Sunday School and Child Care 
Christmas Program on Wednesday, December 14, 2011.  We 
would love to have you join us at 7:00 PM. 

In Christ, 
Lisa Kress 
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Creator is being in harmony with who we really are. It is not by accident that the Book of Revelation pictures heaven as a place 
were the ransomed of the Lord will worship God forevermore (Revelation 4-5). 

Because we were created to be worshiping beings, we will worship someone or something. This becomes a First Commandment 
issue, “You shall have no other gods” (Exodus 20:3). Either God, our Creator, who alone deserves our worship, or someone or 
something else: ourselves, possessions, wealth, a cause, a career, a hobby, or another person will become our god. Jesus clearly 
says, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). 

Reason #10: To promote the Gospel 

One last reason to attend the Divine Service regularly is that by doing so we promote and defend the Gospel. Remember, the 
Christian Church exists, “to make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). We exist to tell the Good News that through 
Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection, God has forgiven humanity and offers heaven as a gift to those who believe this. The 
Church’s main mission is to populate heaven not to make people better (though through the Gospel this happens, too!). 

How does attending Divine Service regularly promote the Gospel? It does in a variety of ways. First, by supporting the church 
through weekly offerings, you allow the Gospel to be preached to our local communities. Without the financial support of 
faithful members, such local mission work would cease. You may ask, “Can’t financial giving be done without attending?” Yes, 
but apart from the inappropriateness of such non-attending giving, this rarely happens. In reality, only those who attend 
regularly contribute regularly. Second, as we hear and receive the Gospel through preaching and Sacrament, we are enabled and 
motivated to share the Gospel out in all the world. And no better place to start but here in southwest Florida. Third, those who 
attend regularly give a very positive message to others about what Jesus Christ means to them. He means enough to set aside 
several hours a week to hear His Word and praise and thank Him. This can’t help but attract others to Christ. Fourth, when we 
come regularly we will from time to time invite others to hear the Gospel. 

I look forward to see you in God’s house soon. 

In His Service, 
Pastor Kress 
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On Sunday, October 16th, we held the October voters meeting and it 
was very well attended given the time of the year.  One of the items 
discussed was the need to nominate a pastor for the Office of Circuit 
Counselor from the Sarasota Circuit.  This action was necessary due to 
Rev. Randy Winkel being termed out of office.  Although Pastor Kress 
said that he would be honored to serve in that capacity he asked that he 
not be nominated and instead requested that the congregation nominate 
Rev. Kenneth Redmann, Lutheran Church of the Cross.  Rev. Redmann 
was nominated and we are sure that he is quite capable of serving in that 
position.   

 

Bill Bowers made the announcement that the new playground 
equipment has been installed.  Bill and the entire Child Care staff are 
very proud of the new facility as well they should be.  It will be nice to 
see the Child Care overall score improve as a result of the otherwise 
excellent scores not being brought down due to the aged condition of 
the old playground equipment.  Bill and his staff did a good job of 
planning and implementing the plan for the new playground. 

 

As you all know by now, Redeemer is now offering Holy Communion at 
every worship service.  Last month I wrote about the need for more 
volunteers for the Altar Guild.  What I failed to mention was the need 
for more men to volunteer as Communion Assistants.  This is a very 
meaningful experience and something that I know you will enjoy.  Please 
give prayerful consideration to making yourselves available for these 
opportunities and if you are so moved call Jennifer in the church office 
and let her know and she will put you in contact with the appropriate 
person.  Additionally we always need more volunteers to become 
ushers.  Tommy and Karen Kirkland will train you and guide you 
through the process.   

 

Elections will be coming up soon and we have a couple of openings that 
we would like to have filled.  We currently need a chairman of the 
Stewardship committee,   a chairman of the Human Care board and a 
Director of Youth Programs.  If you would like to fill one of these 
positions please contact Jennifer.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ed Sheahan      

 



Englewood Helping Hand: 

For the time served  by the members of the Ladies Guild at the 
Helping Hand of Englewood, and to the members  of 
Redeemer for the food and monetary contributions -  “Thank 
You” for the months of July, August and September. 
 

Loveland Center, Inc. 

Sometimes helping a tree to grow can make all the difference 
in the world.  The donor tree at Loveland Center has made it 
possible for 125 students to experience  training classes that 
promote independence and make valuable contributions to our 
community.  Since 1962, we have been helping adults with 
developmental disabilities live their lives to the fullest. 

With your contribution of $100 you have been recognized 
with a Silver Leaf on our donor tree. 

Loveland Students lives are transformed through the generosity 
of others. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Hope Seed 

“Thank you” for the contribution to Hope Seed.. 

Plant a seed!  Feed a Soul!  “Hope Seed” provides quality garden 
seed to a hungry world. 

Seed shipments have been sent to Thailand, Uganda, Peru, 
Kenya, Uganda, USA, Jamaica, Nigeria, Mongolia, Zambia, 
Guatemala, Zambia and Haiti. 

 

Submitted by Margie Cypher 

LADIES GUILD 

LADIES GUILD “TREATS AND TREASURES” 

The Ladies Guild is having a “Treats & Treasure” Sale on 
Saturday, November 19th from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm 

The money earned from the sale is distributed among the non-
profit organizations of Englewood (Fish, Helping Hand, Hope 
Seed) and various Missouri Lutheran Synod projects and 
programs (Bible Translators, Lutheran Braille Workers, Prison 
Ministry) and Redeemer Shut-ins at Christmas and Easter., the 
Easter Breakfast, Advent and Lenten dinners, the quilters and 
gifts for Child Care at Christmas. 

Items needed for the sale are listed with the table chairpersons: 

#1– books, games, DVDs – Lessie Kirsch 

#2 – glassware and dishes – Avis Stuck 

#3 – luggage and furniture – Dale Whipple 

#4 – Jewelry – Dolores Altmann* 

#5 – Puzzles, toys – Carol Sheahan 

#6 – kitchen items – Helen Sturzenbecker 

#7 – Christmas and Holiday items – Dorothy Sinowetski 

#8 – bake goods and candy – Arlene Harden* 

#9 – Art work and Frames  - KC Wright 

#10 – quilts & pillows _____________ 

#11 - plants  _____________________- 

You may bring the items to the Educational Building after 

Sunday, November 13th..  (Please have small items in boxes and 
stack in the rear of the social hall.). 

Jewelry may be given to Dolores Altmann now. 

Bake goods and candy should be brought to the social hall on 
Friday, November 18th.  (If you have any questions you may 
contact Table Chr. Arlene Harden. 

Table Chairpersons are needed for table 10 and 11.  Assistant 
table chairpersons are need for all tables. 

Sale items are needed for all tables.  If you have any questions 
about the sale or want to volunteer, please call Margie Cypher – 
941-475-4805. 

Submitted by Margie Cypher 
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USHERS ARE NEEDED! 
USHERS ARE NEEDED.  October began our two worship services and there is a need for 4 ushers per 
service.  Please prayerfully consider becoming an usher and sign up in the Narthex.  If you have any 
questions or wish a walk-through of usher duties, please contact Tom Kirkland at 941-474-6407 or 
941-456-5550.  

TALENT SHOW 
Get ready!!!  The Talent Show is November 11th at 7:00 PM!!!! 

PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 

Please join us for our monthly “Property Appreciation” Day on the second Saturday of the month, 
NOVEMBER 12th!!!  Join us in keeping our buildings and properties beautiful.  There’s a little some-
thing to do for anyone willing to help... For more information please contact Charlie Vovcsko at 941-
266-5118.  THANK YOU! - Property Management  

From the Treasurer's Desk 

2011 Church Actual vs. Budget 
Through Sept. 30, 2011 

 
 OFFERINGS BUDGET                      OFFERINGS RECEIVED                  EXPENSES 
  $189,714.78                                        $147,116.02                           $178,874.50 

Psalm 103:2-5 

2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
   and forget not all his benefits, 
3who forgives all your iniquity, 
   who heals all your diseases, 
4who redeems your life from the pit, 
   who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
5who satisfies you with good 
   so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
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LADIES GUILD 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Friday, December 9th at 12:00 Noon 
Rotonda Hills Country Club 

100 Rotonda Circle 
 

The cost and menu will be discussed at 
the Ladies Guild November meeting 



REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
September  12, 2011 

Present:  Ed Sheahan, Pastor Kress, Tim Byrne, Bill Bowers, Pat Luedtke, Rich Kueker, Karen Kirkland, Jane Hoivik, Pam Replinger, 
Carol Haupt, Deb Kueker, Charlie Vovcsko, Dorothy Sinowetski 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by President Ed Sheahan.  Pastor opened with a prayer. 
 
The minutes of August 8, 2011 were presented.  BILL BOWERS MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  KAREN 
KIRKLAND  SECONDED. CARRIED.   
The calendar for October was presented and brought up to date. 

REPORTS 
PASTOR:  Reported his stress test was normal and he is physically fit.. 
• At the October Voters’ meeting, a Lay Delegate should be elected who will then attend the District Convention to be held either 

in June or July next year. 
• The following persons will be attending the F:L/GA District President’s Convocation, Sept 28-30, 2011 in Daytona Beach, FL:  

Pastor Kress, Tim Byrne, Rich Kueker, Bed Kueker, and Carol Haupt. 
• The attached report lists the programs for the Convocation and also lists the workshops available. 
 
PRESIDENT:  Ed reported the work has begun on the ceiling in the small room and will be completed soon. 
 
ELDERS:  Tim reported the Elders are discussing the possibility of having Communion served at every Worship Service when two 
services start in October. 
 
TREASURER:  Reports attached.  Pat Luedtke Reported. 
• There is now $14,009.53 in the Wind/Hail account. 
• $3,500.00 from the sale of stocks was put into the LCEF account. 
• The Stone Crabs baseball tickets cost has to be taken out of and profits put back into the Youth account.  Council concurred it 

should remain that way rather than be put into the Outreach account. 
• If choice dollars are not specifically designated for a certain fund, perhaps a “Choice Dollar” fund should be in place to be used as 

needed. 
• Comparison of 2010 and 2011 shows offerings down a lot and expenses up a lot. 
 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT:  Charlie reported a cleaning and work day is planned. 
 
ASSIMILATION:  Jane reported their work assimilating members is on-going.  In October, Deb Kueker will chair this board.  
Appreciation to Jane for her years of service. 
 
OUTREACH:  Carol reported the parade went very well and the float was beautiful.  The booth was not well visited. 
• The Halloween Safewalk will be Oct. 31st. 
• CAROL MOVED THAT COUNCIL APPROVE THE USE OF THE DEDICATED FUNDS OF ABOUT $500.00 TO COVER 

THE EXPENSES OF THE FLOAT AND OTHER EXPENSES.  RICH SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:  Pam reported Sunday School Rally Day is Sept. 25th. 
• The children will sing on Reformation Sunday. 
• Any new Van/Bus drivers must report to Rich before hand so he can make a record of their driver’s license. 
 
SCHOOL BOARD:  Bill reported the playground equipment has arrived and will be installed by the end of October.  There will be a 
need for volunteers to help do this. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm with a closing prayer and singing the Doxology. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Dorothy Sinowetski, Congregation Secretary 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
God works through Stephen Ministers to plant a seed of hope and healing in a person whose 
life seems barren and forlorn because of some crisis or tragedy.   Stephen Ministers listen, 
explore feelings, pray, share Christ's love, maintain confidentiality, attend to the Caregiving 
process, and leave the results to God.  Stephen Ministry training equips people to show God's 
mercy, care, and compassion to another who is hurting.  As Stephen Ministers we walk beside 
our care receiver, pray for him or her, and help him or her through life's difficulties. Through 
this ministry God brings forth new life and renewed faith in both the care receiver and the 
Stephen Minister.  IS GOD CALLING YOU TO SERVE IN THIS WAY? 

The following is a list of our classes.  We would like to invite the congregation to attend any 
or all classes  that you feel  hold an interest for you.  We begin in January (exact date presently 
undetermined) and each class will follow in this order. 

• Class 1    Person of the Care Giver and Feelings: Yours, Mine And Ours 
• Class 2    Art of Listening and Distinctively Christian Caring-Part I 
• Class3     Distinctively Christian Caring-Part II and Process Versus Results In Caregiving 
• Class 4    Assertiveness-Part l and ll 
• Class 5    Maintaining Boundaries , Crisis Theory and Practice and Confidentiality 
• Class 6    Telecare and Using Community Resources 
• Class 7    Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief and Dealing With Depression 
• Class 8    Helping Suicidal Persons and Bringing the Caring Relationship to a Close 
• Class 9    Supervision Part l and ll 
• Class 10  Making a First Caring Visit and Follow Me 

As you see we have 2 classes in 1 day.  For further explanation of these classes contact Carol 
Carlos or Carol  Haupt. 

"I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who 

waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.  The one who plants and the one who waters have 

a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each.  For we are God's servants, 

working together; you are God's field, God's building.”    1 Corinthians 3:6-9 

Submitted by Carol Carlos 
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The Newsletter deadline for the December Newsletter is November 20th.  Please have all your submissions to 
the church office by that time.  Thank you.  Electronic submissions are best sent to redeemerfl@verizon.net 

REMINDER 

ALTAR GUILD 

There will be an Altar Guild sign-up board 
in the Sacristy.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Mary Ann Frees at 941-
441-8057 or at mafrees@hotmail.com.  

Thank you! 



devout children, devout workers, devout and 

faithful rulers, good government, good weather, 

peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good 

friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.” 

 

That’s quite a list of things for which to be 

thankful.  We enjoy these many blessings because 

two things that God delights in doing are “loving 

and giving.”  This is stated so clearly in the well-

known words of John 3:16 (NIV):  “God so loved 

the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.” 

 

St. Paul, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, penned 

these words in 

Romans 8:31-32 

(NIV):  “He [God] 

who did not spare 

His own Son, but 

gave Him up for 

us all—how will 

He not also, along 

w i t h  H i m , 

graciously give us 

all things?” 

 

A suggestion for 

Christians each 

morning is to pray, 

“Thank You, 

Lord, for the gifts 

of life, health, work,  family, friends, home, daily 

bread and this new day.  Bless and protect us this 

day in all our activities, travels, work and play.” 

 

One of the best benefits that comes with 

thanksgiving is thanksliving that shows up as we 

freely and joyfully manage all of life and life’s 

resources for God’s purposes. That is Christian 

stewardship in the best sense of the word. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

STEWARDSHIP 

November is a popular month for many Americans.  

In the farm belt most of the crops have been 

harvested and stored safely away.  In other areas 

snow has already fallen and skiers are anxious to 

head for the hills to get an early start on the new ski 

season.  Sports fans are treated to a large number of 

college and professional football games.  But 

perhaps the best thing about November is 

THANKSGIVING DAY. 

 

Christians love to join together with fellow 

Christians and sing hymns of harvest and 

thanksgiving like: 

 

“Come, ye thankful people come; raise the song of 

harvest-home. 

All be safely 

gathered in ere the 

winter storms 

begin; 

God, our Maker, 

doth provide for 

our wants to be 

supplied. 

Come to God’s 

own temple, come; 

raise the song of 

harvest-

home.” (TLH, 574, 

v 1) 

 

Christians and 

Lutheran Christians, in particular, recall how Dr. 

Martin Luther explained the meaning of the petition 

“Give us this day our daily bread.”  Luther said 

that “God certainly gives daily bread to everyone 

without our prayers, even to all wicked people, but 

we pray in this petition that God would lead us to 

realize this and to receive our daily bread with 

thanksgiving.”  He then went on to explain what is 

meant by daily bread with these words:  “Daily 

bread includes everything that has to do with the 

support and wants of the body, such as food, 

drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, 

animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, 
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11/6 8:00 AM:  Jane Hoivik 
 10:30 AM:  Rich & Deb Kueker 
 
11/13 8:00 AM:  Ray Janssen 
 10:30 AM:  Rich Kueker 
 
11/20 8:00 AM:  Ray Janssen 
 10:30 AM:  Rich Kueker 
 
11/23 Thanksgiving Eve 
 7:00 PM:  Rich & Deb Kueker 
 
11/27 8:00 AM:  Helen Plank 
 10:30 AM:  Rich & Deb Kueker 
 
Provided by Assimilation 

11/6 8:00 AM:  Mary Kay Straw 
 10:30 AM:  Jennifer & Scotlyn Steele 
 
11/13 8:00 AM:  Vickie Fernald 
 10:30 AM:  Deb Kueker 
 
11/20 8:00 AM:  Mary Ann Frees 
 10:30 AM:  Deb Kueker 
 
11/23 Thanksgiving Eve 
  
 
11/27 8:00 AM:  Avis Stuck 
 10:30 AM:  Barb Anter 
 
Provided by Assimilation 

GREETERS COFFEE HOUR 

PRAYERS 
SHUT-INS:  Marjorie Boliere, Gloria Carlson, Evelyn Etheridge, Ruth Jansch, Jim Prather, and Ruth Sutley. 

HEALING: Members:  Cecil Grahl, Lorraine Hughes, Bob Johnson, Cliff Larsen, Gary Lute, Sandy McGrath, 

Clara Mitchell, Don Plesner, Michael Sanders, Avis Stuck, Marie Talley, Ronald Woller. 

Friends & Relatives:  Lorraine Agens, Noel Antonelli, Linny Aspery, Mary Beaber, Grace Blum, Georgia Bush, 

Jack & Cathy Carlos, Debbie Carr, Ted Carr, Bobbett Clark, Carly DeFeos, Renee Dempsey, John Denick, Irene 

DiTommaso, Nick Frees, Manual Galan, Glenn Galway, Malia Grayer, Ellen Hammerschlag, Debbie Harrison, 

Larry Headun, Claudette Hendershot, Glory Herget, Bill Hillis, Robin Hincman, Tom Holt, Stanley Jablonski, 

Douglas Johnson, Heather Johnson, Betty Kabert, Rachel Kagay, Marinela Kandt, Julie Keck, Randy Kirkland, 

Jim Lane, Denise Lines, Sean Maki, Elsie Malecki, Greg Martens, Joe Manson, Patrick McCord, Amelia 

McInerney and family, Pete Mogg, Linda Mohr, John Molle, Kaye Gene Mortenson, Ann Nagel, Judy Nagel, Rev. 

Gary Nehring, Dan Niemann, Darwin & Noreen Oliver, Charles Pentecost Jr., Ronnie Powers, Mary Raines, 

Sherrie Rhoades, Delaney Saunders, Nancy Sly, Debbie Speer Smith, Michael Stio, Eva Tabbitas, Samantha Jo Ann 

Toth, Phyllis Tucker, Helen Weishaar, Cindy Whitaker, Gordan Winkel, Reece Withers, Isabella York. 

Military Personnel: Daniel Anderson, Matthew Anderson, Adam Buchner, Eric Byrne, Kevin Copeman, 

Christopher Dutch, Michael Garza, Christopher Hankins, Jonathan Hibbard, Jonathan Hudson, Nathan Hudson, 

Brian Jackson, Katherine Janssen, Keith Janssen, Josh Johnson, Joshua Jones, Eric Kieselburg, Jesse Krone, 

Michael Monson, Jesse Morse, Christian Mosser, Jeremy Schaitz, Scott Senna, Brandon Smith, Jeremy Twombly, 

Matthew Walenta, and Charles Weishaar. 
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Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family members and 
friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call pastor or the church office to 

give us a health update.  Thank you. 



DONATIONS FOR OUR TROOPS 
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Rotonda West VFW Post 10476 sends packages to our troops in Afghanistan every month.  More than 260 boxes 
have been sent in the past 18 months.  We will be sending Christmas and holiday boxes the first part of December.  
If you would care to send something to the troops there is a box in the Narthex.  Roger and Pat Luedtke will take 

care of getting it to the VFW, packaging it and sending.  Please include a note if you wish.  Some suggested items are 
listed below.  Feel free to use your own judgment.  Thank you.  R & P Luedtke 

TOILETRIES AND PERSONAL SUPPLIES 
TOILETRIES: 
Baby wipes/cleansing wipes 
Toothpaste, toothbrushes 
Shampoo, deodorant, lotion 
Soap, antibacterial soap 
Waterless soap, liquid body wash 
Hand sanitizer 
Shaving cream 
Electric razors, battery-operated razors 
Toilet paper, Kleenex (travel size ) 
Eyeglass wipes, eyeglass case 

JERKY/SOUPS/MEALS 
Beef jerky (certified and labeled USDA Grade A) 
Beef summer sausage (certified and labeled USDA Grade A)  
Canned ravioli/spaghetti, canned soups 
Styrofoam cup ravioli/spaghetti meals 
Ramen noodles 
Tuna salad lunch kits, tuna in a pouch, canned tuna 
Canned sardines, smoked oysters, smoked clams 
Beef Slim Jims 

CLOTHING 
Socks, underwear, t-shirts, fleece items 
Green t-shirts, white t-shirts, insulated item 
Green boot socks, black boot socks OTHER PERSONAL SUPPLIES 

COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
Envelopes, paper, pens 
Small pads of paper 
Pre-addressed labels and/or envelopes 
Notebooks ( pocket size) 
Single-use cameras 
Photos from home 

FOOD AND DRINK ITEMS 
DRINK ITEMS 
Coffee, tea, hot cocoa mix in individual serving sizes 
Pre-sweetened drink mixes like Crystal Light  
Tang drink mix, Gatorade powder 
CANDY/COOKIES/SWEETS 
Cookies, homemade cookies 
Candy, candy bars 
Gum, lifesavers, mints 
NUTS, TRAIL MIX, BARS 
Small bags of snacks or individually wrapped snacks 
Peanuts, trail mix 
Power bars, protein bars, nutritional bars 
Breakfast bars, pop tarts, granola bars 

PERSONAL-CARE ITEMS 
Sun block, Aloe Vera 
Throat lozenges, cough drops 
Eye drops 
Blistex, chap stick  Vaseline, carmex 
Aspirin, Motrin, Tylenol, pain reliever 
Saline spray/ drops for nasal passage 
Q-tips 
Feminine hygiene products for military women 
Jock itch spray 
Boot liners, insoles, moleskin 
Lotrimin AF for athletes foot 
Foot powder, shower-to-shower 
Laundry soap (tablets) 

OTHER SUPPLIES 
Batteries (AA, AAA, C) 
Duct tape, military green, tan, black, gray 
Super glue 
Electrical tape 
Flashlight with a red lens 
1 and 2 gallon Ziploc bags 
Bungee cords 

CHIPS/CRACKERS 
Pringles in a can 
Canned nacho cheese dip and salsa (no glass) 
Jalapeño Velveeta cheese 
Crackers, flavored snack crackers 
Peanut butter, snack mix, bagel chips, nuts  
Pretzels 

PERSONAL ITEMS 
Cigarettes, Cigars, Chew 
Sunglasses, goggle-type sunglasses 



CHILD CARE NEWS 
Bible Lessons 

   

Chapel is on Mondays at 
3:45 

 

11/7 The Passover 

Exodus 11:1-13:16 

 

11/14 Crossing of the 
Red Sea 

Exodus 14:1-15:21 

 

11/21 The Ten 
Commandments 

Exodus 19:1-20:21 

 

11/28 The Bronze 
Serpent  

Numbers 21:4-9 

 

 

 

Hear my prayer, O Lord. 

Psalm 86:6 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

Hunter 11/1 
Joseph 11/7 
Aiden 11/7 

Victoria 11/11 
Braeden 11/13 

Mya 11/14 
Nolan 11/14 
Allison 11/16 
Devyn 11/16 

Mykalina 11/26 
Ms. Wendy 11/28 

              
 

Welcome to 

Redeemer Child Care 

 

Haley, Teagan P., Caden, 
Trevor, Teagan W. and 

Ms. Sarah 

Great Big Thank 

You! 

To all who donated to 
the Child Care Resale. 
We have raised over 

$500.00. 

What We Are 

Learning 

 

10/24-11/4  Halloween 

 

11/7-11/18 Way Out 
West 

 

11/21-11/25 
Thanksgiving 

 

11/28-12/9 Zoo Crew 

 

Child Care Closings 

November 24 & 25  

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Wendy Horvath                                                            
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A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO REDEEMER VOTERS!  

PLEASE COME OVER AND TAKE A LOOK AT OUR NEW PLAY-

GROUND. WE ARE STILL WAITING ON OUR SUNSHADES, BUT 

IT STILL LOOKS GREAT! 

PLEASE LOOK FOR A DATE ON THE DEDICATION OF THE 

NEW PLAYGROUND IN NOVEMBER.   

CHILD CARE FALL FESTIVAL 

Pictures for the child care Fall Festival will be in next month’s newsletter, 
but it was a wonderful experience and we look forward to sharing the won-

derful pictures with you then. 



FL-GA District  President's Convocation 

September 28-30, 2011 

Daytona Beach, Florida 

First I'll to take this opportunity to thank our congregation for the opportunity to attend  the FL-GA District  
President's Convocation. At the convocation I attended five workshops.  The Leader as Person - How to keep 
from Losing Yourself in Leadership,  Leadership by Team--Two Heads are better Than One!,  Funding the Mis-
sion,  Going Deeper in Your Worship,  and Effective Leaders Listen. 

The Leader as Person, dealt  with different aspects  of a church leadership role.  It dealt with such issues as  the 
contemporary  attitudes  towards leaders in general are critical and hostile.   Church leaders are not exempt 
from these attitudes.  Church leaders sometimes feel they are stuck  with that role.  Congregation  members at 
times  forget that leaders are human and put unrealistic expectations  on leaders causing unhealthy responses. 
Going through  transitions  setting  goals and self evaluation where some of the other items covered. 

 

Leadership By Team: Two Heads are Better Than One,  was an excellent how to work shop on how to form 
teams to address  various opportunities  or challenges that may present themselves. I would recommend every-
one in our church council and  school board to see this power point presentation.  I would think that President 
Walton  would send us  a copy if we request. 

Funding the Mission , was basically a how to  work shop on Grant Writing. Covering the different steps needed 
in order to apply for a grant.  I have a printed copy of the presentation . 

Going Deeper in Your Worship "How to stop 'Going to Church ' and REALLY START WORSHIPPING".  This 
workshop  really made you think about the way we worship.  Are we  really  worshipping  with our heart, soul , 
mind or are we  worshipping by rote, without feeling, as response to command? 

Effective Leaders  Listen, Suggest  our church council to ask  our Stephen  Minister leader to do a class on  how 
to listen. 

Joe Carlos 
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Beautician/Manicurist Debbie Balogh  Purple Palace  941-475-0731 
 Linda Pontello  Purple Palace  941-475-0731 

Sales—Rentals Pineapple Gulf Properties—Glenda McDorman, Owner/Broker (Lessie Kirch’s 
 Daughter) 350 S. Indiana Road Englewood, FL 34223.   
 Office:  941-473-0300, Cell:  941-330-7922. 

Wanted Work any job from A-Z, nothing is too big or small;  cleaning, cooking, babysitting, 
 yard work!  Please call Sheryl (Twombly) Holden at 941-928-5238. 

Cleaning Services Free estimates!  Please contact Sheila Murphy at 941-473-1747. 

Lawn Care Call John Zimmerman at 941-445-0772 for a free estimate. 

Construction Call Rob Long!  A.C.S., Inc. - Licensed General Contractor - Anything from full re
 models, full lanai’s, window and door installation and ALL phases of construction.  
 State certified licensed and insured.  Please call for a free estimate at 941-475-5008 
 or 941-232-6606! 

Convocation Statement 

On Thursday evening of the Convocation, we were 'on our own' for dinner arrangements.  And as I was so enjoying 
the ocean view from our table, munching on some scrumptious nibbles, sharing some comfortable conversation with 
Karla (the director of the pre-school at LCC), I caught wind of Pastor's mention of a report we would have to write 
about our experience. 
My first reaction was 'are you kidding me'?  I thought he was pulling my chains and having a bit of sport.  Within 
seconds, I realized that it was not some dinner spoofing, but that indeed, I was expected to reflect upon and place 
those thoughts onto paper.  Whoa, instant panic, as I haven't produced anything formally written in over 15 years, 
and besides, how could I possibly be expected to summarize my experience in Daytona in a few paragraphs.  Plus, 
there was no way at all, in my mind, to convey what I had absorbed in my personal workshops in a brief report.  
So, instead I am going to give you a heartfelt 'report' of the Lutheran Convocation in Daytona and why I feel so 
privileged that Rich and I were 'selected' to attend.  I will begin with our first day at 1:30, where we gathered in the 
ballroom for the opening ceremony.  I have not seen this many Lutherans gathered in one spot, since a Praise Service 
in Indy, in the early 90's.  I was personally in awe that in 2011, the LCMS still had this many church workers, let 
alone in the FL/GA district.  
My experience continued to elevate upward from there, and I am not certain if I have the words to convey what this 
Convocation personally meant for me.  I only know that, I wish that every Lutheran in the Fl/GA district could have 
been there also.  Because, as I did, I believe that each and every one attending would walk away from this experience 
with the same inner feelings and reactions.  To see the young people still out there willing to work for the Lord, 
despite this world of ours, was breathtaking.  To see our dedicated pastors, teachers, and lay people still serving their 
churches, schools, and reaching out to the young to the very old...no words to describe it... priceless.  
I think to myself as I write this...I wish that every congregation could attend a gathering such as this, once a year.  The 
shared laughter, the comfortable banter, and just being with fellow Lutherans...wow, simply, wow!!  But, what 
struck me most was if this sort of retreat took place, with whole congregations attending...I would bet my last nickel, 
that congregations would find it easier to exist and grow as a God-centered community.  If I had but one sentence to 
pass on in this report, it would be to quote one of the speakers who said, 'we are either a plus or a minus in someone's 
life.  Think about that for a moment!  

Submitted by Deb Kueker 

CLASSIFIEDS 
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6465 Mayport Road 
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REV.  JAMES T. KRESS, SR. 

We, the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church are called into the service of our Lord by 
accepting His command (Matthew 28:18-20): 

• Making disciples of all nations/peoples. 
• Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

• Proclaiming the Gospel and teaching the Word.  
Christ’s love for us compels us to serve our neighbors as He served us. 
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