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It was an experience that could not 
have come at a worse time. While 
writing my last Midweek Lenten 
sermon I encountered what was 
later diagnosed as a 
Supraventricular tachycardia (SVT). 
This episode landed me right in the 
hospital for immediate surgical 
repair. Of course, all of this taking 
place just days before Holy Week is 
about to begin. Like I said, this SVT 
episode could not have happened at 
a worse time … or so I thought. 

“For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future 
and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).  

What is Supraventricular 
tachycardia (SVT)? SVT means that 
from time to time, and 
unexpectedly, the heart will beat 
very fast for a reason other than 
exercise, high fever, or stress. For 
most people who have SVT, the 
heart still works normally to pump 
blood through the body. 

During an episode of SVT, the 
heart’s electrical system doesn’t 
work right, causing the heart to beat 
very fast. The heart beats at least 
100 beats a minute and may reach 
up to 300 beats a minute. After 
treatment or on its own, the heart 

usually returns to a normal rate of 
60 to 90 beats a minute. 

SVT may start and end quickly, and 
you may not have or develop 
symptoms. SVT becomes a problem 
when it happens often, lasts a long 
time, or causes symptoms. 

Some people with SVT may have no 
symptoms. Others may have 
palpitations, a feeling that the heart 
is racing or pounding, a pounding 
pulse; a dizzy feeling or may feel 
lightheaded. Other symptoms 
include near-fainting or fainting, 
shortness of breath, chest pain, 
throat tightness, and sweating. 

Most episodes of SVT are caused by 
faulty electrical connections in the 
heart. SVT also can be caused by 
certain medicines. Examples include 
very high levels of the heart 
medicine digoxin or the lung 
medicine theophylline.  

Some types of SVT may run in the 
family. Other types of SVT may be 
caused by certain health problems, 
medicines, or surgery. 

As stated before, some SVTs don’t 
cause symptoms, and therefore you 
may not need treatment. However, 
if you do have symptoms, your 
doctor probably will recommend a 
form of treatment. 
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“And on receiving it they grumbled at the 
master of the house, saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you 
no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a 
denarius? . . . I choose to give to this last 
worker as I give to you? Am I not allowed to 
do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or 
do you begrudge my generosity?”  (Matthew 
20:11–15).  

Entry into the Kingdom of heaven is by grace 
not by works. And this is the point of the 
parable. Those hired first received the same 
wage as those hired last. Those hired first, 
even though they bore the heat of the day, 
received the same wage as those hired last. 
Entry into the kingdom comes by grace, by the 
gracious call and invitation of the owner of the 
vineyard.  

And we chafe against this. We, like those hired 
first, object to the master’s decision. We 
begrudge him because of his generosity. We 
think that those who labored longer should 
receive a greater wage. And we protest that 
it’s not fair. But that is precisely the point. It’s 
not fair. It’s by grace. It’s given from God’s 
undeserved love and kindness, not by merit. 
So we should rejoice. For to ask for fairness, to 
ask to be treated by what deserve and have 
earned, is simply to ask for hell.  

For God owes us nothing. For by grace you are 
saved, by his underserved love and mercy. 
And even though it was undeserved, that 
doesn’t mean it was cheap. It wasn’t cheap, 
but costly. It cost God the Father His own Son. 
It cost the Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, His very 
life. God’s grace is costly grace. It costs us 
nothing but the cost for God was great. For it 
was achieved by the shedding of the holy and 
precious blood and the innocent suffering and 
death of Jesus. And it is by that shed blood 
that God by grace calls us to be His own. It is 

by that death that God by grace gives us 
entrance into His kingdom.  

He doesn’t owe us. We’re not entitled to 
anything from God. He is not indebted to us. 
We are indebted to Him. For we have not lived 
as He mattered most. We have not loved Him 
with our whole heart, body, mind, and soul, 
with all that we are and all that we have. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve his temporal and eternal 
punishments. But unlike us, He doesn’t hold 
this debt over our heads. He has instead place 
our debt upon the head of His Son, and His 
Son has taken it willingly so that we would be 
forgiven and free.  

For reasons all His own God has determined 
to love us. He has taken the punishment we 
deserve upon himself. He has given gifts to 
those whom He knows would take it for 
granted. This is grace. He is kind, forgiven, 
steadfast. He is slow to anger and abounding 
in love. For the kingdom of heaven is entered 
by grace, by His giving not our earning.  

He is allowed to do what He chooses with 
what belongs to Him. But it doesn’t work the 
same way with us. For what belongs to us? 
Nothing. We belong to Him, by water and His 
Name. He purchased and won us from sin, 
death, and the devil by His holy, precious 
blood and His innocent suffering and death, so 
that we would be His own special possession. 
Thus, we have nothing of our own, it all 
belongs to Him. We are stewards of what He 
has given to us. And so we give of ourselves, 
all that we are and all that we have, to those 
whom God has placed us to care for in our 
vocations of members of a family, society, and 
the church.  

And if He has done all this for us, how can we 
not do with everything that He gave us 
likewise?  

Stewardship Newsletter Article April 2015 
LCMS 
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To treat sudden episodes of 
SVT, your doctor may 
prescribe a medicine to 
take when the SVT occurs. 
Your doctor may also show 
you how you can slow your 
heart rate on your own. 
You may be able to do this 
by coughing, gagging, or 

putting your face in ice-cold water. These are called 
vagal maneuvers. 

If these treatments don’t work, you may have to go 
to your doctor’s office or the emergency room. You 
may get a fast-acting medicine such as adenosine or 
verapamil. If the SVT is serious, you may have 
electrical cardioversion, which uses an electrical 
current to reset the heart rhythm. 

If you often have episodes of SVT, you may need to 
take medicine every day to prevent the episodes or 
slow your heart rate. If these things fail, your 
doctor may need to perform a catheter ablation. 
This procedure destroys the tiny parts of the heart 
that cause the problem. 

For me and in my case, because I am not nor have I 
been on any medications, nor do I have any other 
health issues, nor have I had other surgeries to 
cause an SVT episode, and  furthermore because 
my younger brother experienced episodes of SVT, it 
has been concluded that my SVT is hereditary. 

You see, about two years ago, my younger brother 
and I, following one of his episodes of SVT and his 
subsequent catheter ablation, began to discuss and 
compare our symptoms. What we discovered was 
that our symptoms nearly mirrored one another. 
The only problem was one of his episodes of SVT 
was captured by an electrocardiogram (EKG), 
whereas mine was not. 

It all began for me, that is, the symptoms of SVT 
back in the summer of 2009. There I was, at the 
driving range, minding my own business, enjoying 
a day off, and getting ready to play a round of golf 
with friends, when all of a sudden, my heart began 
to race. I thought to myself: “Perhaps I wasn’t 

taking enough time in between practice shots.” So, I 
slowed down, but it didn’t stop the rapidness of my 
heart beat nor did it stop me from sweating 
profusely. My golf shirt was soaked and I didn’t 
even begin to play a round yet (being a lifelong 
athlete, I was always a big sweater, so the sweating 
didn’t alarm me). Not having the desire to play with 
a wet, stinky shirt, I called my darling wife, Lisa to 
ask her to bring me a dry golf shirt.  

About a half-hour later I received a dry golf shirt, 
unfortunately, my heart continued to race. And yes, 
you guessed it, I didn’t tell Lisa about my 
palpitating heart. Well, I didn’t want to worry her 
and besides that, I had no idea what it was I was 
experiencing (yes, I am attempting to justify my 
poor decision here). 

After putting on the dry shirt, I went to go sit in the 
air conditioned club house until it was time to tee 
off. Sometime after the golf game began, my rapidly 
racing heart was back to beating normal again. The 
experience or episode lasted nearly an hour. By the 
end of the day, because everything was then okay, I 
didn’t share with anyone my earlier experience on 
the driving range, not even with Lisa (a decision I 
wouldn’t recommend to anyone – tell your spouse 
everything about what’s going on with your mind 
and body – your spouse loves you). 

I cannot say with certainty how often I would 
experience these episodes again, but when they 
came, they would last for a short period of time – 
perhaps a minute or two. That is until the next 
prolonged episode which occurred in the summer 
of 2011. 

Again, I was playing golf, already on the course, 
when my heart began to race. I thought: “Perhaps I 
need some food and more fluid in my body. That 
has to be what’s wrong.” So, after completing the 
next hole (9th), I went into the clubhouse to order a 
sandwich and grab some more water. My playing 
partner and I drove to the next hole. I sat in the cart 
to eat as much of my sandwich and drink as much 
water as I could before it was my turn to hit. But 
nothing seemed to help stop my heart from racing. 

  An Electrifying Experience Brings New Hope cont. from page 1... 
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Pastor Rev. James Kress 

Seasonal Pastor  

LHM Ambassador  
 
Child Care  
   Director Wendy Horvath 

Office Secretary Deb Horner 

Organist Bill Bowers 

Choir Director Collins Sita 

Newsletter  Deb Horner 
   Editor 

OFFICERS 

President Joe Carlos 

Vice President Stephen Wurster 

Treasurer Denise Fountain 

Secretary June Brown 

BOARDS 

Head Elder   

Christian Ed. Pam Replinger 

Human Care Carol Carlos  

Outreach Cindy Johnson 

Assimilation Mary Kay Straw 

School Board Bill Bowers 

Stewardship Rev. Mark Steinke 

Youth James Straw 

Financial   Deb Horner 
 Secretary 

 Property Mgmt. Todd Armstrong 

 

GROUPS/GUILDS 

Ladies Guild Sally Zierdt 

Men’s Group   

Altar Guild  

Coffee Hour   

 ALL ELECTED OFFICERS, COUNCIL, 

BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Below are all the members and associate members who are currently 

serving in positions of leadership here at Redeemer Lutheran Church & 

Child Care.  As you will notice there are some vacancies (also see page 8 

of this newsletter).  If you believe the Lord of the Church is moving you 

to volunteer to serve in these or other capacities in the church, please 

contact Pastor Kress or President Joe Carlos.  Please keep all who are 

serving in your daily prayers. 

Officers: 

 Joe Carlos – President 

 Stephen Wurster – Vice President 

 June Brown – Congregation Secretary 

 Denise Fountain – Treasurer 

 Rev. James Kress—Pastor 

Church Council Members: 

 Vacant – Head Elder 

 Deb Horner, Chairman – Board of Finance 

 Rev. Mark Steinke, Chairman – Board of Stewardship 

 Carol Carlos, Chairman – Board of Human Care Ministries 

 Todd Armstrong, Chairman – Property Management 

 Mary Kay Straw, Chairman – Board of Assimilation 

 Cindy Johnson, Chairman – Board of Comm. & Parish Fellowship 

 Jim Straw, Chairman – Board of Youth Programs 

 Pam Replinger, Chairman – Board of Christian Education 

 Bill Bowers, Chairman – School Board 

School Board Elected Positions: 

 Jenni Dolphin – Parent Representative 

 Jim Schluentz – Associate Member Representative 

Endowment Committee: (three-year term) 

 George Dykhuizen (beginning three year term) 

 Dr, Bud Harty (two years remaining) 

 Enid Muhme (one year remaining) 

Audit Committee: (one-year term) 

 Vacant 

 Vacant 

 Vacant 

Nominating Committee: (one-year term) 

 Laurie Steinke 

 Wendy Horvath 

 Stacy Neef 

 Cathy Mielke 



It continued, and yes, I didn’t tell anyone. The 
other golfers did notice that I was sweating 
excessively, but it was a warm day. 

Soon I became light-headed and dizzy. My vision 
was impaired. The brightness of the sun made it 
difficult to see. In fact, any object that was white 
or light in color became even more brilliantly 
brighter nearly blinding me. So bad it became, I 
couldn’t even see the label on my golf ball.  

At one point, while standing over a putt, I 
thought I was going to pass-out. I finished the 
hole and remained in the cart. I stopped playing. 
I told the guys I wasn’t feeling well, but there was 
no need for them to stop playing. I remained in 
the cart drinking as much fluid as possible. I 
thought: “Perhaps I am suffering from heat 
stroke. I was in the sun and on the golf course the 
last time this took place. Yeah, that’s gotta be the 
reason.” 

After getting to the clubhouse and cooling down, 
the sweating stopped and the racing heart 
returned to normal. This episode lasted for more 
than two hours. Thankfully I drove to the golf 
course with a friend, and being the caring friend 
that he is, he called Lisa to let her know what 
happened that day. Once I was dropped off, Lisa 
and I went to the hospital. But like I said, 
everything was back to normal, that is, with the 
exception that I was extremely worn out from 
the events of the day. 

Nevertheless, we went to the emergency room. 
They saw me immediately. Because I described 
what happened that day, they hooked me up to 
an EKG. Nothing was revealed because my heart 
was no longer racing. I spent the night in the 
hospital. An echocardiogram was given early the 
next morning. Everything was normal. The 
cardiologist prescribed a stress test in his office 
along with a resting test. Again, the results 
revealed nothing. I was healthy. Nothing was 
wrong with me. So my mind continued to lead 
me to believe.  

“Whoever trusts in his own mind is a 
fool” (Proverbs 28:26a). 

Unexpectedly my heart would continue to race. It 
didn’t matter whether or not if I was on a golf 
course, or watching the television, or reading a 
book. These episodes would come and go. They 
would last for just a minute or two. However, on 
a rare occasion, it would last much longer. 

It wasn’t until speaking to my brother that I 
knew I needed to do something the next time my 
heart began to race. Because there were never 
any signs to warn me of an oncoming episode, 
when it came it was difficult for me to determine 
whether or not it was going to be a brief 
encounter or a long one. 

No longer having the desire to take chances, I 
contacted a specialist who prescribed me to wear 
a portable electrocardiogram (EKG), also called 
an ambulatory electrocardiogram. When I would 
have an episode, the device would record it. 
Guess what? After wearing this device for nearly 
a month – everyday – nothing, there were no 
episodes, which meant there was nothing for the 
portable EKG device to read. Which also meant 
the doctor couldn’t with 100 percent confidence 
diagnose that I was suffering from an episode of 
SVT. RATS! 

“Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and 
my mind” (Psalm 26:2). 

And so, there I was in my office writing my last 
Midweek Lenten sermon when – BAM! I was 
sweating profusely; I became extremely dizzy 
(like a major head rush), and the heart started to 
race, and race, and race. I laid down on floor in 
my office. It wasn’t going away. I didn’t want to 
call Lisa (which I believe would have caused 
unnecessary alarm). So after about 30 minutes, I 
got on my feet, walked over to the Child Care to 
tell Lisa, “It’s time to go to the hospital.” 

“But he who walks in wisdom will be 
delivered” (Proverbs 28:26b). 

By the time we got to the hospital, my heart rate 
slowed down to a little over a 100 beats a 
minute. They slapped the EKG on a nothing 
unusual was seen. They placed me in one of the 

An Electrifying Experience Brings New Hope  cont. from page 3... 
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LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTION 
If you are not familiar with the Lutheran Witness magazine, it has undergone some wonderful 
improvements this past year.  Renewed or new subscriptions are now being received.  If you would like to 
renew or begin a subscription, please contact the church office.  Yearly subscriptions are $11.00 and all 
checks should be made out to Redeemer Lutheran Church c/o The Lutheran Witness.  The Lutheran 
Witness can also be obtained electronically or by way of a mobile application.  Go to the following link in 
order to get connected today: http://www.lcms.org/resources/publications. 

An Electrifying Experience Brings New Hope  cont. from page 5... 

emergency rooms to wait for a doctor to see me. 
When the doctor came in to speak to me, she was 
gathering some information, such as, history of my 
episodes, frequency, symptoms, length of episodes, 
etc. During our conversation, the best thing that 
could’ve occurred happened: I began to experience 
another episode of SVT. 

Never in the previous 5 plus years since these 
episodes began have I ever experienced an 
episode twice in the same day – never.  

So guess what? They hooked me up to the EKG. My 
heart rate went from 96 to more than 200 beats a 
minute within seconds. It wasn’t very long that 
they received all the information they needed. The 
unfortunate thing was that they couldn’t get my 
heart rate to come down right away with the 
injection of adenosine. They needed to give me 
another dose. And before I knew what happened it 
was over – everything was back to normal. 

Most unfortunate during this time was the fact 
that Lisa was in the room when all this happened. I 
was so sorry she had to witness it all, especially 
when they brought the ‘crash cart’ in – you know, 
just in case. In an instant the room went from 
hosting the three of us (Lisa, doctor, and me), to 
include more than four or five members of the 
medical staff. 

Shortly after everything was stable, a cardiologist 
entered the room to instruct me what he was able 
to determine from the results of what had just 
occurred. He recommended that I immediately 

undergo a catheter ablation. I did my best to sweet
-talk the doctor in allowing the procedure to wait 
until after Holy Week and the celebration of the 
Resurrection of our Lord. He insisted that I was 
not in the safest condition, not even in a condition 
to drive. 

The surgery was scheduled for the following 
morning. The specialist I mentioned earlier did the 
procedure. He told me the next day that there 
were two spots in my heart that he believed were 
preventing my heart to function properly. To 
confirm the ablation, he induced an episode of 
SVT, but it didn’t come about. In other words – IT’S 
OVER! There is now new hope for me and for Lisa 
that I will not have to live in fear of this repeated 
trouble occurring again and again. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

On Sunday, April 5th we will, as a congregation of 
believing Christians, celebrate the Resurrection of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Yes, we celebrate 
this festive feast not once a year, but every Sunday. 
For it was on the first day of the new week 
(Sunday), that Jesus broke the bonds of death and 
hell, sin and the power of Satan for us, in order 
that we may live forever in His kingdom of glory.  
A Blessed Eastertide to all of you. 

Yours in the Service of Christ Jesus, 
Pastor Kress 
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It is always a wonderful site to see new members entering into the fellowship of 
Redeemer congregation, as we witnessed on Sunday, March 22nd. With such 
excitement, it has caused others to inquire about joining Redeemer. So, another 
cycle of information classes have been scheduled and will begin Tuesday, April 
28th beginning at 7 pm in the large meeting room in Fellowship Hall (a full 
schedule of classes is provided below).  

 If you have been attending worship services here at Redeemer and 
would like to become a member of Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child 
Care, this is the class for you! 

 If you have been attending worship services at Redeemer, but are not 
sure what it is Lutherans believe, teach, and confess, this is the class 
for you! 

 If you have a child in our Child Care Center and would like to further  
       establish you and your child in a Christian congregation, this is the class for you. 

 If you are member of Redeemer, but haven’t brushed the dust off the old  
       catechism in some time and would like to be refreshed in the teachings of  
       the Christian faith, this is the class of you! 

 
This is a relatively painless opportunity to understand more clearly why you believe what you believe. 
Our classes will conclude on Tuesday, June 2nd with the hope of welcoming new members into our 
fellowship on Sunday, June 7th by way of confirmation, transfer, affirmation of faith, or association. 
Should you ever have a question, please ask the Pastor. 

 Tuesday, April 28th Tuesday, May 19th 

 Thursday, April 30th  Thursday, May 21st 

 Tuesday, May 5th Tuesday, May 26th 

 Thursday, May 7th Thursday, May 28th 

 Thursday, May 14th Tuesday, June 2nd 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW,  

“WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?”  

QUARTERLY VOTER’S MEETING 
The next Quarterly Voter’s Meeting will be held April 19th following the Divine Service.  If you have not 

signed the Red Registration Book, it will be available at this meeting.   

March 1-31 2015: 

           ACTUAL                                        BUDGET 

                       INCOME:    $22,467             INCOME:    

            EXPENSE:  $14,288            EXPENSE:   

 FROM THE TREASURER 
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LENTEN DINNER RECOGNITION 

This past February and March Redeemer congregation enjoyed another season of Midweek Lenten 
Dinners. It is necessary to recognize and give thanks to all who participated and helped in supplying our 
meals and in volunteering for set-up and clean-up. Especially should we recognize are Neva Aldene, 
Cathy Mielke, and Sally Zierdt (and her daughter, Robin). Without their devoted service our Lenten 
meals would have been tasteless. They were the special ingredient our Lenten Dinners were in need of 
this season. They are wonderful examples to all of us, showing us where there was a need, they showed 
up to help, they volunteered to serve, and they did it all with joy in their heart and a smile on their face, 
never complaining, but gladly providing. Thank you so very much Neva, Kathy, Sally, and Robin, you are 
all a treasure to Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

It is also fitting to recognize all those who supplied our Lenten Meals. First, there is Neva who served not 
just one meal, but two Lenten Meals: homemade chili (Feb. 18th) and homemade chicken and noodle 
soup (Mar. 11th). Second, there is Joe & Carol Carlos who supplied us with a delicious pulled-pork dinner 
(Feb. 25th). Third, there is Mike & Judy Guastella and their grandkids, Toby & Alyssa, who prepared a 
tasty Baked Ziti meal (Mar. 4th). Fourth, there is Pastor & Lisa Kress who fixed two dishes for the same 
night: Corned Beef & Cabbage, and those who preferred something else, Goulash (Mar. 18th). Our last 
Midweek Lenten Meal was prepared by all the members of the congregation by a well-known traditional 
Pot-Luck Dinner (Mar. 25th). Unfortunately, because Pastor Kress was so excited to taste everyone’s dish, 
his heart went into an arrhythmia, which sent him to the hospital, thus cancelling our Midweek Lenten 
Services. Again, many, many thanks to all of you who volunteered in the various ways you did, but also 
many thanks to all the people who were able to eat all these meals and experience Christian fellowship 
at it best before, during, and after meals. A blessed Easter Season to you all. 

LADIES THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS 
Come Join Us Every Thursday at 10:00 AM—In the large room 
In Fellowship Hall. 

Jesus Christ commands us “make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all the I commanded you” (Matthew 
28:19-20). It is not easy to teach what He has commanded in our 
world today. Why? Different denominations frequently teach 
different and confusing interpretations of Holy Scripture. You can 
overcome this confusion by turning, not to human opinions, but to God and His Scriptures. The ladies of 
Redeemer will gather to study particular DEFINITIONS of God’s Word. 

We will once again use GOOD NEWS magazine as our guide to hear God explain to us His basic 
DEFINITIONS of His revelation, thereby strengthening our faith for this life and giving us the assurance of 
eternity in heaven. As we study God’s revelation, may we always remember that God’s Word is more 
than ink on a page or mere information, rather, Jesus says His Words “are Spirit and are life” (John 6:63). 
His Word is living and life-giving. Ladies Bible Class will continue through the end of April.   All ladies 
are welcome to join us.  You may also invite your girlfriend, sister, mother, or daughter. 

LADIES THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS 
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 WANTED... 

WANTED 

We are looking for a few good people that would like to 

volunteer their time and talents for the following boards 

and committees: 

Board of Elders   Weekly Offering Counters 
Assimilation    Stewardship 
Property Management  Christian Education 
Sunday School     Board of Committee &  
 Superintendent   Parish Fellowship 
  
If you feel you have what it takes, please contact Pres. Joe 

Carlos, Pastor Kress, the church office or the chairperson of 

the committee or board you want to be on. 

The board has agreed to pay all of those willing to  give up their time and 

talents for the work of our Lord, the same as  last year (and the year 

before). 
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SHUT-INS:  Carl & Betty Bertka, Marjorie Boliere, 
Betty Keller, Helen Perry, and Ruth Sutley. 

HEALING:  Mickie Abel, Alice Borowski, Melissa 
Brew, Pat Finkenbine, Bernice Heppner, June 
Markert, Sandy McGrath, Bob Mortenson, Carolyn 
Plesner, Myra Schaubs, Duwayne Schoeneck, 
Fred Toth, Arlene Wiley and Robert Vickey.   

Friends & Relatives: Esther Ahtila, Linny 
Aspery, Gioconda Barlow, Dick & Marilyn 
Bjornas, Grace Blum, Michelle Bernard, Dennis 
Burchell, Georgia Bush, Jack Carlos, Diane Carr, 
Debbie Carr, Esther Clapham, Bobbett Clark, 
Joanne Clymo, Martin Cressman, Renee Dempsey, 
Irene DiTommaso, James Dodge, Barb Dumeah, 
Bruce Everson, Darla Finkenbine, Marla Flores, 
Manual Galan, Glenn Galway, Liam Garland, 
Nancy Gleis, Shelley Roedel Gutz, Debbie 
Harrison, Larry Headun, Claudette Hendershot, 
Joel Heppner, Walter Heppner, Glory Herget, Joan 
Hillis, Robin Hincman, David Hirtle, Larry 
Hladun, Carol Holmes, Linda Holt, John Hunter, 
Linda Hunter, Roger Houser, Stanley & Lynne 
Jablonski, Heather Johnson, Rachel Kagay, John 
Kearns, Elizabeth Lynn Klopfenstein, Mary 

Krueger, Stacey Lampert, Wayne Lewin, Ray 
Likowski, Denise Line, Sean Maki, Joe Manson, 
Pete Mogg, John Montondo, Mike Morrissey, Kaye 
Gene Mortenson, Maureen Nesvacil, Charles 
Pentecost Jr., Margo Plamondon, Mary Raines, 
Rachell Sanders, Ryan Sheahan, Don Shepherd, 
Nancy Sly, Debbie Speer Smith, Virginia Stanley, 
Charles Tolley, Samantha Jo Ann Toth, George 
Vespa, Steven Walker, Christy Wallace, Helen 
Weishaar, Gordan Winkel, Reece Withers, Tim 
Wright, and Angel Zavala. 

Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky, 
Michael Broughton, Eion Guelfi, Brian Jackson, 
Joshua Jones, Jonathan Koen, David MacLeod,  
Steven Seigmundt, Charles D. Weishaar. 

PRAYERS 

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you,  family members and 

friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call pastor or the church 

office to give us a health update so that we may   either keep or remove their name.  

                                                                    Thank you. 

The deadline for the May 

Newsletter is April 16th 

Please have all your submissions 

sent to redeemerfl@verizon.net  

OR  drop it off at the church office 

to Deb by the date indicated 

above.   

Thank  You! 

Puzzle on Page  16 



NEW SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
DYING TO LIVE 

The Power of Forgiveness  

A nine part DVD series featuring Rev. Dr. Harold Senkbeil 

More and more it seems that the world and its media are shaping our culture. We work to be spiritual 
people … but how does one get and stay connected to the Creator? 

In this DVD series Rev. Senkbeil helps us to better understand as baptized Christians how this spiritual 
relationship takes place, and how this gives us a life of forgiveness and hope. 

Each DVD session is approximately 20 minutes in length. A study guide is also included that provides 
appropriate discussion questions for each segment. The sessions include: 

Part I: The Incarnational Foundation of the Christian Life 
Our Dying World 
Our Living Lord 

Our Death/His Cross 

Part II: The Sacramental Focus of the Christian Life 
Holy Baptism: Water of Life 

Holy Absolution: Word of Life 
Holy Supper: Feast of Life 

Part III: The Liturgical Shape of the Christian Life 
Divine Service: The Liturgical Life Together 

Private Prayer: Liturgical Life Alone 
Christian Vocation: Liturgical Life in the World 

This series will begin Sunday, January 4, 2015. 

Come join us on Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM before services. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care                           April 2015 
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PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 

We sure could use some help on our Property Appreciations Days every month.  
There is outside work to do and cleaning and dusting that needs done inside the 
Church.  If you can help, please come to the church and we will put you to work.   
Our next  Property Appreciation Day is  April 11th, 2015 at 10:00 AM. 

ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND 

At this time of year, Englewood Helping Hands is very busy and are always in 
need of supplies for their pantry.  Also, if you would like to volunteer to help at 
the pantry, contact Englewood Helping Hands at 941-474-5864.  If you 
would like to donate to their pantry, following is a list of the current needs:  
canned chicken, tuna or ham, peanut butter & jelly, mac & cheese, canned fruit, 
cereal, rice, soups, toilet paper, paper towels, bar soap, shampoo, clothes 
detergent and dish soap.  Thank you for all your support. 
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KRAFT KORNER 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care                           Apirl 2015 

We are always in need of items we can sell in our corner.  Even if you think it is junk "remember, your 
junk is someone elses treasurer.  Please check around and see what you might have.  We have a pretty 
good supply of books if you need to read while relaxing or waiting in Drs office.  Come check it out. 

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP 
Everyone is invited to the Fellowship every Thursday, starting at 10:00.  
Several of our Snow birds are returning an we have a full house of tables.  
We are happy to add more.  The most popular things to play are: Pinochle, 
Phase 10, SkipBO, and Hand & Foot.  We also have Dominoes or other games 
if they are requested.  There must be something you would like to have fun 
with, so come on out.  Once in awhile we have a special home made lunch 
but usually everyone brings a bag lunch.  Drinks and dessert furnished. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church will host a New Member Breakfast following Divine Service on Sunday, April 
26th in Fellowship Hall. This occasion is a wonderful opportunity for new members of Redeemer to meet 
other members of Redeemer. This will also be a great opportunity for our Board and Committee 
members to introduce themselves and the work they do and the need for increased members of their 
respective boards and committees. 

The body of Christ, the church, has many members just as your body has many members all working 
together. Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care does not work or function because of a few members, 
but because the entire body, that is, all the members participate to help, especially where your special 
skill, gifts, and talents could be useful to the kingdom of God in this place. 

NEW MEMBER BREAKFAST  

Redeemer Lutheran Church is pleased to offer a preventive health 
event.  Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based 
preventive health screenings, will host their affordable, non-invasive 
and painless health screenings on Friday, April 24, 2015.  Five screenings 
will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked 
arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms 
which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of 
heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone 
density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness 
Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our 
member discount).  All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  In order to register for this 
event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-
6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners. 

Life line screening event 



HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

REMAINING HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 Divine Service           Divine Service 
 Wed. April 1st – 12:00 pm Thurs. April 2nd – 4:30 & 7:00 pm 
  The Stripping of the Altar @ 7 pm 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Friday April 3rd 

 12:00 pm (noon)          4:30 & 7:00 pm 
 Divine Service – Tre Ore Divine Service – Tenebrae 
 The Last Seven Words from the Cross   Service of Darkness & Closing of the Book 
  
 

THE VIGIL OF EASTER 
Divine Service 

Sat. April 4th – 8:00 pm 
 

    
 

 THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
EASTER DAY 
Divine Service 

Sun. Apr. 5th – 9:15 AM 

 
Sunday School will host the annual Easter Egg Hunt following  

Divine Service beginning at 10:30 AM 
(NO Sunday School on Easter Sunday) 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care                           April 2015 

Paul McDonald:  Paul 
is from Massachusetts.   
Karen Pantaleo:  Karen 

comes to use from 
Wisconsin by way of 

Bradenton.  

Diane and David Giroux:  
They are both from New 

Jersey and they have twin 
son and daughter –     
Nicholas and Rylie.    

Ron and Audrey Dierks: 
Ron and Audrey are 

members of Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in 

Rockford, IL  

NEW MEMBERS NOT PICTURED: 

Paulette Sita:  Paulette is from Kentucky.  She is 
married to Collins Sita.   

Jan DeTrow:  Jan is transferring her membership to 
Redeemer from Lutheran West in Rocky River, OH.   

Michael Guastella:  Michael is 
married to his wife, Judy.  
Michael is from Connecticut.  
They are raising their 
grandchildren Toby and Alyssa. 
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Redeemer 

Child Care  

REDEEMER CHILD CARE 
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Bible Lessons   

Chapel is on Mondays at 

3:45 
 

4/6 Jesus Is Alive 
John 21:1-14 
4/13 Jesus Goes to 

Heaven 
Acts 1:6-11 
4/20 God Gives the Gift 

of the Holy Spirit 
Acts 2:1-13 

4/27 Disciples Give 

God’s Gift of Mercy 
Acts 3:1-10 

 
Dear Jesus, 

 Thank You for going to 

prepare a wonderful 

home for me in heaven. 

Help me to listen to 

your word while I wait 

for You to come again. 

Amen. 

 
 
 

Submitted by Wendy 
Horvath  

Birthdays 
Nicholas 4/7 

Rylie 4/7 

Ms. Debra 4/9 

Aaden m. 4/11 

Kyrie 4/14 

Salvatore 4/20 

Connor 4/23 

 
 

Congratulations on your 

years of service! 

 
 

Ms. Katie 4/25 

Two Years 

 

Special Days in April 
 

4/1 April Fool’s Day 

4/3 Good Friday - 

CLOSED 

 
4/5 Easter Sunday 

4/22 Earth Day  

What We Are 

Learning 

 

4/7 Jesus Cooks 

Breakfast  

4/14 The Ascension and 

Great Commission 

4/21 Pentecost 

4/28 Peter and John 

Heal a Crippled Man 

 

National Teacher’s 

Day 
May 6, 2015 

This day honors those 

hard working, patient and 

understanding people 

whom we entrust our 

children to. Teachers mold 

our kids in a positive 

direction, affecting who 

they are and who they 

become. 

A Great Big Thank You To 

All the  

Redeemer Teachers! 
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Sales—Rentals  

Cleaning Services Free estimates!  Please contact Sheila Murphy at 941-473-1747. 

Lawn Care Call Todd Armstrong at 941-961-7584 for your lawn care needs. 

Construction Call Rob Long!  A.C.S., Inc. - Licensed General Contractor - Anything  

 from full remodels, full lanai’s, window and door installation and ALL  

 phases of construction.  State certified licensed and insured.  Please  

 call for a free estimate at 941-475-5008. 

For Sale Electric wheelchair/scooter—only used for two months.  In brand new  

 condition.  Has battery and charger.  You will need a way to 

 transport the chair.    Please contact Deb Horner @ 941-468-3923,  if  

 you are interested.   

CLASSIFIEDS  

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care                           April 2015 

LOST AND FOUND  

If anyone is missing any items, namely eyeglasses, gloves, umbrellas, etc., please 

check the Lost & Found box located in the narthex. 

GREETERS  
 

 April 5th  Carol Carlos 

    Mike Guastella 

 

 April 12th   Diane Giroux 

    David Giroux 

    Rylie & Nicholas 

 

 April 19th  Steve Wurster 

    Gwen Wurster 

 

 April 26th  Sally Zierdt  
         Dorothy Sinowetski 
 

  

 

 

 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

 April 5th Easter Brunch  

  

 April 12th Carol Carlos  

 

 April 19th TBA  

 

 April 26th TBA  

 

   

 

 

     Submitted by Brd. of  

          Community &  

        Parish Fellowship 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

Web—Child Care:  www.redeemerfl-cc.com 

Facebook:  Redeemer Lutheran 

Web—Church:  

Puzzle answer on page 10 



REDEEMER LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & CHILD CARE 

6970 Mineola Rd. 
Englewood, FL  34224 

 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED - OPTION 1 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN 

CHURCH & CHILD CARE 

6465 Mayport Street 

Englewood, FL  34224 

 

REV. JAMES T. KRESS, SR. 

 
Church Phone: 941-475-2410 

Church Fax: 941-475-9726 

Child Care Phone:  941-475-2631 

 

E-mail: redeemerfl@verizon.net 

NON PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PLACID, FL 

PERMIT 774 

REDEEMER REPORTER 

Published monthly for members, Associate 

Members and Visitors of Redeemer Lutheran 

Church a member congregation of the Lutheran 

Church Missouri Synod. 

WORSHIP SERVICES: 

Bible Study:  8:30 AM 

Divine Service:  9:15 AM 

Sunday School:  9:15 AM 

CHURCH OFFICE PHONE:  941-475-2410 

 

We, the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church are called into the service of our Lord by 

accepting His command (Matthew 28:18-20): 

Making disciples of all nations/peoples 

Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Proclaiming the Gospel and teaching the Word. 

Christ’s love for us compels us to serve our neighbors as He served us. 


