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Recently, I got a piece of email 
(unfortunately I receive too 
many emails like this). Anyway, 
the email said that Jesus wants 
me to live a meaningful life. So 
before hitting the delete button, I 
wondered for a moment and 
asked myself the question: “Does 
He? Does Jesus want me to live a 
meaningful life?” I guess if you 
want to know, you’re going to 
have to ask Him yourself. But 
before doing that, you might 
want to define the word 
‘meaningful’ first!  

Off the top of my head I am 
tempted to say that Jesus does 
not want me to live a meaningful 
life, at least and because of the 
way most of us define 
meaningful. Now that doesn’t 
mean Jesus wants us to live 
aimless and insignificant lives, 
either. The problem lies with the 
word meaningful. It is not a word 
used by Jesus or even found in all 
of Scripture. It is a vastly modern 
word, that even our ancestors a 
generation or two back would 
not have recognized or used. But 
today it is a word used as if it has 
always been part of the 

vocabulary of the faith and the 
chief goal of the faithful. 

So, I looked up the word. 
Meaningful is an adjective. It 
means having meaning, that is, 
"meaningful elements in a 
language." Its synonyms include: 
significant, relevant, important, 
consequential, telling, material, 
valid, worthwhile. It implies 
having a serious, important, or 
useful quality or purpose. So a 
meaningful life is a life that 
fulfills all of these qualities. 
Surely we all want such a life, 
right? But does Jesus also want it 
for us?  

It is significant that the word 
meaningful, which has filled our 
minds and vocabularies, does 
not relate to the word faithful. I 
am pretty sure that Jesus wants 
us to live a faithful life (faithful to 
our baptismal vocation, faithful 
to His Word, faithful to Him, 
faithful to His Church, and 
faithful to His work). But I will go 
out on a limb here and suggest 
that while we all want to live a 
meaningful life we are not so 
sure we want to live a faithful 
one. Why not? Well, because a 
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T he reason we come to Church on 
Sunday morning, as opposed to 

Sunday afternoon or Monday evening, is 
because it is the first day of the week. The first 
thing you do this week, before you do 
anything else, is come to Church. You begin 
your week with the Word of God, Prayer, and 
the Holy Communion. You give the first 
seventh, off the top, of your time to the Lord. 
He blesses that time. In that time, He forgives 
your sins, cleanses, and purifies you. He then 
sends you out into the world, into the week, as 
His in all your days and hours and life. 

This is also the reason we pray before we 
eat. We want to establish that food is a gift 
from God and that He provides for us through 
it. Before we eat, we pray. This also blesses the 
food and makes it holy food because you are 
holy people. 

Nonetheless, we have a tendency to 
compartmentalize our lives, to separate the 
spiritual and the secular, to put on different 
masks at work, with our friends, or at home. 
This is a fantasy. We are who we are wherever 
we are. We are the baptized and we never go 
anywhere alone. Everything we do is spiritual 
— including our use of time and food and 
money. 

Now, you have a Christian duty to support 
the Church, to give of your time, money, and 
abilities so that the Ministry would be 
conducted among us and that the Gospel 
would be preached beyond us. How much you 
are to give is not dictated in the New 
Testament, unless it is everything. But how 
you are to give is clear. It is sacrificial, 
generous, first fruits, and proportional. You 
are to give a percentage offering—not an 
amount, but a percentage. 

In the Old Testament ten percent was the 
norm. It’s hard to imagine that St. Paul was 
thinking that “being generous” would be 
anything less than this. But whatever it is, the 

point is to set your offerings in comparison to 
your total income. That is what makes it a 
sacrifice, a spiritual gift. How much of what 
the Lord provides do you return? 

Next, it is to be first-fruits giving. It comes 
off the top. You write the check, or pay your 
offering, before you pay any of your bills. It is 
your first obligation and sets your priorities. 
You don’t pay your other bills and then give 
the leftovers to the Church. You make your 
offering first, in accordance with whatever 
promised percentage you made. This is not 
only first fruits, it is also sacrificial. 

And you can always give more. Start with 
your commitment, with your percentage-
based, first-fruits weekly offering, then as you 
have leftovers, give them out as it pleases you. 
But start with the Biblical model or 
percentage, first fruits. 

That is how money is to be used and given 
by Christians. It is to be pressed into the 
service of the Gospel. It is not actually that 
hard. Start where you are and work toward 
greater faithfulness. Start now. Just take what 
you give now and figure out the percentage of 
your income and commit to keep that pledge 
for the year. Over time you can increase that 
commitment, that percentage. As your income 
fluctuates, going up or down, so will your 
offering amount. Set the percentage, then take 
that out of your check first each week. Make it 
a priority. It is the most important thing you 
do with your money. It is a spiritual exercise. 

It will feel a little scary at first. Just do it. 
Take the risk. Set the money aside for the Lord 
and trust that He will provide. And over time 
you will find that you really can give more 
than 1% or even 10%, and even do so without 
regret. This kind of Biblical, disciplined, first 
fruit giving takes the unease out of it. It 
creates cheerful givers because when they 
drop the offering in the plate, they are already 
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committed. They decided beforehand what to give. They don’t think 
about it. They are glad to fulfill their promise and to be in God’s 
house where He receives them according to grace. 
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Unfortunately I missed the deadline for the September newsletter 
due to the fact that I had my appendix removed and it’s been a little 
slow in getting back into action. 
 
However, I really did appreciate the cards and well wishes that I 
received and along with some help from our Great Healer, I’m on the 
mend. 
 
I am very pleased to announce that Terry Fountain has agreed to 
accept the position of Vice President and is already up and running.  I 
appreciate having the assistance.  We still are in need of a Chair for 
the Board of Human Care, a very vital board for Redeemer.  Please 
prayerfully consider volunteering your time and talent on this board. 
 
By the time you are reading this newsletter, many of you will have 
noticed how beautiful our Steeple is since being cleaned and power 
washed.  It was hard to believe just how bad it was until we started 
cleaning it.  We’ll have pictures posted soon that show the cleaning 
process.    I would personally like to thank Pastor Kress, Terry and 
Denise Fountain and Todd Armstrong for their help in restoring our 
beautiful Cross and Steeple.   
 
Lastly I would like everyone to know that October is Pastor 
Appreciation Month.  Although Pastor Kress told me that he thought 
that every month was so (he was kidding….) we set aside October for 
the “official” recognition.  It’s a special time that congregations set 
aside each year to honor their pastor and pastoral family for the hard 
work, sacrificial dedication and multiple blessings provided by these 
special people.  With the shepherd doing so much to encourage the 
flock, wouldn’t it be nice if the flock returned the favor?  As teachers, 
counselors, comforters and the ones who unselfishly serve, our Pastor 
and Lisa could use an extra pat on the back.  So go ahead and find your 
special way to say thanks.  You’ll be glad you did. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Stephen Wurster 



faithful life has no 
guarantee of 
personal reward or 
satisfaction in this 
temporal life. The 
catch is that we tend 
to be the ones who 

define meaningful and we are the ones who 
decide whether or not our lives live up to that 
term. So, therein lays the problem: we 
determine what is meaningful, not Jesus or 
His Word. 

If we ourselves get to define what is 
meaningful (consider again the synonyms: 
significant, relevant, important, consequential, 
telling, material, valid, worthwhile), then the 
single most important criterion is NOT Jesus 
or our new life in Him but what we think 
about it. Because of original sin, this is a 
problem for us. What we believe to be 
significant, relevant, important, consequential, 
telling, material, valid, and worthwhile is 
defined against a distinctly personal standard. 
Jesus defines all of this against Himself and 
His Word. So it is entirely possible, some 
might even say essential, that what we and the 
world finds to be meaningful lies in conflict 
and opposition with the judgment of our Lord. 
Let me take it one step further and say that 
most everyone outside of the Kingdom 
believes the Gospel, Jesus, and the work of the 
Kingdom to be distinctly unmeaningful, 
insignificant, irrelevant, unimportant, 
inconsequential, etc. 

I think it is a lie to tell people that Jesus wants 
you to live a meaningful life. The truth is that 
we are all called to live in faithfulness to 
Christ where God has placed us (in our 
vocations or stations in life). Husbands and 
wives are to live in faithfulness to each other 
when marriage no longer appears to be 

meaningful, satisfying or fun. Parents are to 
live in faithfulness to the children God has 
placed in their care when caring for them 
becomes intrusive, demanding, and sacrificial.  
We do not get to choose when to be faithful. 
We have only to be faithful. Anything less is 
sin, yes, sin. Any unfaithfulness to your spouse 
is sin. Any unfaithfulness to the responsibility 
you have to your children is a sin. Any 
unfaithfulness to the work that God has called 
us to do is sin (yes, even going to church and 
supporting the church with the offerings of 
money and time).  

Meaningful means we do them because we 
find them significant, relevant, important, and 
we do them willingly and cheerfully. But you 
do not get the choice of not doing what you 
don’t feel like or find meaningful just because 
it is a burden or boring. That is NOT your call. 
It is God’s call for you. You are to live 
faithfully, that is, in faithfulness to the voice of 
the Law and in faithfulness to the gift of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

You do not get to be husband to your wife 
only when it is meaningful to you. In fact, the 
nature of love revealed by God is the 
faithfulness that endures the dull and 
ordinary things that accompany your 
marriage. The same is true for the wife to her 
husband. And so it is for parents. You do not 
get to act like a parent when it fits you, suits 
you, or is meaningful to you. You are a parent 
for the down and dirty things of raising 
children, such as, the changing of diapers, 
helping with homework, attending your 
children’s school and sports and musical 
events, and for the unpleasant and life 
wrenching moments when you stand with 
them unable to fix what is wrong for them. 

The most eloquent events of the Christian life 
are usually not the ones we find meaningful 
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but the ones in which we demonstrate to 
others the selfless and sacrificial character of 
God’s service to us. I think it is time that we 
get rid of the word ‘meaningful’ from our 
vocabulary or at the very least not associate it 
with what kind of life Jesus wants for you. 
This sort of thinking has ruined too many 
things. 

We want worship to be meaningful but we 
look in all the wrongs places and all the wrong 
distracting programs for fulfillment. Worship 
is meaningful, if you allow me to use that 
word, only as we stand in the presence of God 
and receive His gifts in Word and Sacrament.  

We moan at the ordinary and routine things 
that we do to and for our spouses as if these 
had little to do with real love. We struggle to 
find meaning and purpose in significant lives 
as if the places where we are are too ordinary 
and beneath us. Friends, it is Eden all over 
again.  

There is nothing less meaningful than a life of 
obedience in which the innocent dies for the 
guilty. But the Spirit teaches us that this is the 
greatest thing of all. We want to be noticed by 

others and we want to think we are great (or 
at least to be thought as great by others).  

In the midst of it all, we have not escaped 
God’s notice and while we were yet sinners 
and His enemies, Christ died for us. In the 
midst of it all, we discover by the aid of the 
Spirit, God loves us sinful and unclean people 
enough to declare us righteous, clothe us with 
Christ’s holiness, and restore to us what our 
ancestors once willingly abandoned.  

I do not need to find meaning in my life nor do 
I need to find a meaningful life. Christ has 
found me. Moreover, the Apostle Paul writes, 
“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). Christ is all 
the meaning I need and the most meaningful 
thing I can do is to live my life faithfully in 
response to Him who has called me to be 
faithful. Jesus said, “Be faithful unto death, and 
I will give you the crown of life” (Revelation 
2:10b). 

In His Service, 
Pastor Kress 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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August 2015: 

          ACTUAL                  BUDGET   OVER/(UNDER) 

                      INCOME:     $10,277                INCOME:     $15,420      ($5,143)          

           EXPENSE:   $14,337     EXPENSE:    $17,522      ($3,185)            

 

                    YEAR TO DATE (AS OF  AUGUST 31, 2015) 

        ACTUAL    BUDGET 

        INCOME:       $110,852  INCOME: $123,407       ($12,555) 

        EXPENSE:       $137,690  EXPENSE: $146,207       ($8,517)          

FROM THE TREASURER 
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D ear brothers and sisters in Christ, we are 
now in month two of our travels. Our stay 

in Minnesota was very enjoyable.  The weather, for 
the most part, was very pleasant warm days and cool 
nights. The natives were dressed in tee shirts and 
shorts Aquila and Priscilla in long pants and 
sometimes jackets. 
 
We had a great time with our son Jack and his wife 
Cathy and our two grandkids Ray and Hannah. It has 
been a great learning experience for us since we 
learned that craft beer brewing is starting to be big 
business in this part of the country. One can actually 
see hops growing in gardens not only in the city but 
also on some farms. Because of a recent change in the 
law regarding distilling spirits, it has become feasible 
for some craft distilling to start up. Since one of the 
reasons for travel is to partake of the foods and 
beverages in the area in which one is in, we felt 
compelled to do some tasting. I can only surmise that 
there will be a lot less grain going down the 
Mississippi River in its natural state. 
 
While in Minneapolis we also made a day trip to New 
Ulm, where Schell’s Brewery is located. Schell’s is the 
second oldest in the United States. It is in the midst of 
a beautiful wooded setting, with a very pleasant 
flower garden, alongside a hill. We really enjoyed the 
tour and the sampling.  
 
On the way back home we stopped in the middle of 
nowhere at probably the largest candy store I have 
ever seen. I think they had just about all the different 
types of candy that one could imagine. Beside the 
candy, they also had a huge selection of different 
flavored sodas. 
 
The last Saturday in August we were at “The Great 
Minnesota Gathering”, better known as the State Fair. 
It is probably one of the best state fairs in the nation. 
A very good blend of urban and rural activities and 
attractions. The best part for us was to spend the day 
with Jack, Cathy, Ray and Hannah. Oh, I almost forgot 
to mention the main reason people go to the fair. 
FOOD on a STICK, everything from Pronto Pups (corn 
dogs) to, new this year, stuffed Italian meatloaf. Oh, I 
nearly forgot one of the craft beer companies even 
had beer on a stick. We are very health conscience, so 
we passed up the deep fried Twinkies, elephant ears, 
and some other very low cal and low fat items but 
couldn’t resist the banquet on the stick, (corn dogs), 
caramel popcorn, walleye fingers, (I never knew fish 
had fingers), freshly made French Fries, ice cream 

and some other healthy 
items.  We were 
assured by the vendors 
that everything we 
selected was low cal 
and fat free. 
 
While visiting with Jack 
and Cathy we attended 
Woodbury Lutheran 
Church, a very large church with two different 
campuses. Their main campus has two sanctuaries. 
One is called the big house, the other small house. At 
11 AM they conduct a blended service in the big 
house and a contemporary service in the small house. 
One Sunday we attended St. Michaels also a large 
congregation. Although it’s nice to worship in these 
large churches with all the whistles and bells we miss 
worshiping with all of you in our house of worship. 
 
We left Minneapolis the day after Labor Day and 
drove to St. Cloud where we stopped at the 
Munsinger and Clemens Gardens. In all of our travels 
we have never seen gardens as beautiful as these. 
The landscaping, variety of flowers and colors was 
amazing. This is a must see if you like plants and 
flowers. 
 
Onward to Little Falls to see the Charles A. Lindberg 
Historic Site only to find out that we got there one 
day too late since they closed it down for renovation 
after Labor Day. On to Itasca State Park, the head 
waters of the Mississippi. The river issues as a brook 
from Itasca Lake. It’s only about 10 feet wide and one 
can walk across the river in ankle deep water. 
 
We decided to spend three nights in Duluth. 
Wednesday we drove up the North Shore up to the 
Canadian border along Lake Superior. The largest 
lake in the world, it holds more water than all the 
other four Great Lakes combined. The drive along the 
shore is one unbelievable view after another.  Two 
lighthouses to see and too many waterfalls to count. 
 
Thursday was our Duluth day. We took the skyline 
drive that has many viewing points that one can look 
down and see the city below. Duluth and trains 
hauling iron ore look like a very well done HO model 
train layout. We toured the Glen Sheen Mansion and 
visited Canal Park to see the Aerial Lift Bridge. We 
were fortunate enough to see it operate when it had 
to be lifted for a cruise ship.  
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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We left Duluth on Friday traveling along the South 
shore of Lake Superior. We stopped to visit and have 
lunch with Cathy’s Mom in Poplar WI and then we 
drove along the shoreline to see the Apostle Islands. 
The first explorer that saw the islands counted 12 
islands thus the name. But he was wrong. There are 
22 islands.  The islands look like green gems sitting 
on the blue waters of Lake Superior. We took a ferry 
out to Madeline Island which has very quaint 
touristy area but we headed for wonderful views 
along the shore line. 
 
Saturday we were in Michigan’s Keweenaw 
Peninsula, famous for it’s copper mining history. We 
got to do three firsts in our life. We drove over a lift 
bridge and this one is the biggest in the world of its 
kind. Rode on a cog railway, the only one in the 
Midwest, and we went 350 feet down into a copper 
mine.  What a life miners had in this mine. The 
average temperature year round in the mine is 43 

degrees. They were below ground up to 10 hours a 
day with water dripping down on them. I don’t think 
the conditions in mines are much better today than 
where back  then. I sure have a much better 
understanding of what my father had to endure 
when he worked in coal mines when he first came to 
the United States. 
 
We left the Keweena Peninsula on Sunday to drive to 
the North Shore of Lake Michigan. Where instead of 
rocky beaches like those on Lake Superior you find 
nice sandy beaches and even some sand dunes. We 
crossed over the Mackinac Bridge, what an 
impressive bridge, dividing Lake Michigan and Lake 
Huron. 
 
This concludes the third leg of our travels since we 
are now traveling in an, easterly direction. 
 
You may wish to follow us on our blog:   
www.tumblr.com/search/TheTravelsofJCCC 
 

(Continued from page 6) 
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LCEF has a strong history of providing investment opportunities while 
providing services and loans to congregations and workers. Ministry is 
able to expand with the money that is loaned. With the many different 
investment options to choose from, you are not limited to a “one size 
fits all” investment.  

We all have investments, or have thought about having them. When we 
choose to invest in companies other than LCEF, we never really know 
where our money is going. With LCEF, you can rest assured that your 
money will always be working to further mission and ministry of the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod, both near and far. Your investment will fund loans and services that are 
available to congregations, church workers, and RSOs of the LCMS. 

We have increased Redeemer’s number of investors to 14. An anonymous donor offered to 
start Young Investor accounts for Redeemer’s baptized, but not yet confirmed youth. Some 
parents took advantage of this generous offer. These children will receive free money (up to 
$25 per calendar year) for good grades and also for community service. Parents and 
grandparents can also add more to these accounts. Consider opening an account for your 
child or grandchild.  We did for our granddaughter and Redeemer gets the credit! 
 
Submitted by 
Laurie Steinke 

LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
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Are you ready to have another FUN Family Night and 

Family Devotions?  October 17th is the night for our next  

Family Night of FUN and a Night of Family DEVOTION.  

This special gathering is intended for ALL families and 

friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care. The 

evening of FUN and DEVOTION will begin around 5 PM 

with DINNER in Fellowship Hall.  

This month’s Family Night of FUN and DE VOTION will be OCTOBERFEST.  Please 

bring German food to share.  And let’s not forget about dessert (apple strudel –

hint, hint). As the adults prepare the tables for food, enjoying enjoyable fellowship 

among others, the children can play outside having fun on our playground, playing 

soccer, or shooting basketballs. Or they can stay inside and play board games, 

put together puzzles, or even help mom and dad with dinner. When Dinner is 

ready, all will gather around the tables, offer a table prayer, and enjoy the 

delicious German Dinner. 

When Dinner is finished, everyone will help clean-up and then 

prepare for Family Devotion. This time of Family Devotion is a time 

to give thanks to God for all His wonderful blessings. We will listen 

to His Word, which may be read to us by some of our volunteering 

children. We will pray to Him and finally praise Him in song. Family 

Devotion time is also a wonderful way that we, as parents, can 

encourage our children to give a little time back to God. When Family Devotion 

time closes with prayer, families are free to go home and prepare to wake up the 

next morning to come to Church at 9:15 AM and receive from God His many 

blessings. 

We are all in need of some physical and spiritual structure. May this one night a 

month Family Fun and Devotion Night become a part of your physical and spiritual 

strengthening. “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who 

takes refuge in Him!” – Psalm 34:8. 

 

SEE YOU ALL SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17TH AT 5:00 PM 



JOYFUL RESPONSE (LCEF) PROGRAM 

D ear Members and Associate Members 
of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

The Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) 
has a stewardship program called Joyful 
Response. This program can beneift us as 
individuals, as a congregation, as well as our 
fellow Lutherans Synod-wide. What’s so special 
about this program? It is offered at absolutely 
no cost to us as individuals or as a 
congregation.  

Joyful Response is a great description of how the 
Gospel moves us into action. The Gospel 
message of Jesus’ love and sacrifice for us 
motivates us to respond, in faith, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Joyful Response allows us to 
be more conscientious and consistent about 
our giving.  

Through Joyful Response, (LCEF) allows us a 
very simple way to give to the mission and 
support of Christ’s church here in Englewood 
and abroad as well. As already mentioned 
Joyful Response is free. It is also a secure 
program that allows us to give our tithes, 
offerings and gifts on a scheduled basis to 
Redeemer Lutheran Church.  

This program has several advantages for so 
many people. Here are a few:  

FOR YOU: It allows you consistent and 
scheduled giving in a safe and secure way. If 
you live here in Englewood, there is no more 
need to search for your offering envelops, 
writing a check and waiting for it to be cashed. 
For those who spend time on vacations or who 
split their time between Florida and a northern 
state, it enables you to continue to support the 
ministry here in Englewood while away. 

FOR YOUR LOCAL CHURCH: It enables better 
budgeting. We are able to rely on specific and 
consistent income so that bills can be paid and 
mission opportunities can be planned and 
carried out.  

 

FOR THE CHURCH AT 
LARGE: It enables the 
Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod to use 
the funds to grow 
mission churches for 
greater outreach and the spread of the Gospel 
saving message. This would enable a greater 
joyful response from more children of the faith 
from generation to generation. 

As stated above, your automatic contributions 
are safe and secure in a proven system. Only 
one person, Deb Horner, our Financial 
Secretary, would know of any personal 
information locally. And did I mention Joyful 
Response is free?  

Friends, all of this points to good and faithful 
stewardship on the part of the members of 
Redeemer Lutheran Church and for the Church 
as an entire entity.  

If you would like an application, please 
contact the church office.  Please look it over 
and prayerfully consider your participation in 
this stewardship program. If you believe Joyful 
Response will be a benefit to you, please 
complete the form, indicate on the envelope 
Joyful Response and return to our church office 
to the attention of Deb Horner, Financial 
Secretary. If you are unable to print out an 
application, they may be picked up at the 
Visitor’s Desk in the church Narthex or in our 
church office.  

Thank you for your consideration as we work 
and walk together to carry out the work and 
ministry of Christ Jesus our Lord and only 
Savior. The Lord richly bless you in His grace. 

Stephen Wurster 
President, Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child 
Care 

Rev. Mark Steinke, 
Chairman, Board of Stewardship 

Rev. Jim Kress 
Pastor, Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT  

OF THE MONTH 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

We have started a new feature in the Monthly Newsletter.  We’ll be featuring one or two of 
our wonderful volunteers monthly.  We will try to “catch them in the act” doing the work they 
so tirelessly do for our church.  This month we are pleased to showcase Cathy Mielke and Bob 
Varone.   

 

 

  
 

Cathy is the “behind the scenes” 

person that sets up for Coffee Hour 

every Saturday.  She also helps with 

VBS, making all the great treats for 

the kiddos and helps with clean up 

when we have a gathering like 

Lenten, Advent and Family Night 

dinners.  Cathy never hesitates to 

jump right in when there is work to 

be done, no matter what is going on.   

Cathy and her husband, Ken, have 

been an Associate members at 

Redeemer since December, 1996.  

They spend most of the year with us 

in Florida.   

 

THANK YOU Cathy for your tireless 

dedication to Redeemer and the 

We are blessed to have Bob in our 

congregation! He is retired from 

working in New York City as an 

Operating Engineer. His extensive 

knowledge of building maintenance 

has been put to use on all of our 

buildings.  Although new to 

Redeemer, Bob and his wife, Anne 

hav been faithfully attending church 

services.  He has power cleaned 

sidewalks, cleaned and insulated air 

conditioning units.  Recently, Bob has 

assisted with the distribution of holy 

communion.   

 

THANKS Bob for quickly jumping iN 

and taking care of things that 

sometimes go unnoticed. 
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CLEAN AND SHINY AND REPAIRED 

Where’s the instruction 

book??? 

The Supervisors!!  Terry 

Fountain and  Pastor Kress 

Steve, getting the hang of 

maneuvering this 

monster lift. 

BEFORE AFTER 



PRAYERS 
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SHUT-INS:  Carl & Betty Bertka, Betty Keller, 

Helen Perry, and Ruth Sutley. 

HEALING:  Mickie Abel, Neva Aldene, Marion 
Bise, Alice Borowski, Frank Demma, Pat 
Finkenbine, Bernice Heppner, Susan Jahns, 
Dave Johnson, Rita Kaufmann, Martin 
McGrath, Sandy McGrath, Bob Mortenson, 
Marlene Mossner, Bob Payne, Carolyn 
Plesner, Joyce Redding, Duwayne Schoeneck, 
Fred Toth, Robert Vickey and Steve Wurster. 

Friends & Relatives: Linny Aspery, Dick & 
Marilyn Bjornas, Grace Blum, Michelle 
Bernard, Debbie Buel, Dennis Burchell, 
Georgia Bush, Jack Carlos, Diane Carr, Debbie 
Carr, Esther Clapham, Bobbett Clark, Joanne 
Clymo, Martin Cressman, Renee Dempsey, 
Dale DesJardins, Brian DeTrow, Ed DeTrow, 
Irene DiTommaso, James Dodge, Barb 
Dumeah, Bruce Everson, Darla Finkenbine, 
Marla Flores, Lou Fountain, Denver Fredett, 
Manual Galan, Glenn Galway, Liam Garland, 
Sandra Gettings, Nancy Gleis, Shelley Roedel 
Gutz, Debbie Harrison, Larry Headun, 
Claudette Hendershot, Joel Heppner, Walter 

Heppner, Glory 
Herget, Joan 
Hillis, Robin 
Hincman, David 
Hirtle, Larry 
Hladun, Carol Holmes, Linda Holt, John 
Hunter, Linda Hunter, Stanley & Lynne 
Jablonski, Bill Jaquest, Heather Johnson, 
Rachel Kagay, John Kearns, Elizabeth Lynn 
Klopfenstein, Stacey Lampert, Ray Likowski, 
Sean Maki, Joe Manson, Candace McGowan, 
Pete Mogg, John Montondo, Mike Morrissey, 
Maureen Nesvacil, Charles Pentecost Jr., 
Margo Plamondon, Mary Raines, Rachell 
Sanders, Ashley Scudder, Ryan Sheahan, Don 
Shepherd, Nancy Sly, Debbie Speer Smith, 
Virginia Stanley, Charles Tolley, Robert Toth, 
Samantha Jo Ann Toth, George Vespa, Steven 
Walker, Christy Wallace, Helen Weishaar, 
Gordan Winkel, and Tim Wright.  

Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky, 
Michael Broughton, Brian Jackson, Joshua 
Jones, Jonathan Koen, David MacLeod,  Steven 
Seigmundt, and Charles D. Weishaar. 

The deadline for the 

November Newsletter is 

October 16th 

Please have all your 

submissions sent to 

redeemerfl@verizon.net  OR  

drop it off at the church office to 

Deb by the date indicated above.   

Thank  You! 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family 

members and friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call 

Pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we may either keep 

or remove their name.  Thank you! 
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BIBLE STUDY 

W ith all the hype and excitement 
of the new Avengers fictional 

movie, Age of Ultron, I thought it would be 
advantageous for us to look into a book of 
the Bible containing some nonfictional 
biblical super heroes.  The Book of Judges 
is just such a book.  Following the death of 
Joshua and before the rise of Israel’s 
monarchy, God preserved His people from 
being absorbed by pagan cultures through 
the ministry of savior-judges.  Although 
immanently human and sometimes 
exceedingly wicked, God’s gracious work 
through these men and women 
foreshadows His greater work of 
deliverance through the true and perfect 
Savior-Judge, Jesus Christ.  In Judges you 
will learn about: the successful woman-
man team of Deborah and Barak; the 

mighty Spirit-powered deeds of Samson; 
and God’s faithfulness to His covenantal 
promises to His people, ultimately fulfilled 
in His Son, Jesus Christ.  Come join us on 
Sunday mornings at 8:00 AM in the 
church sanctuary to learn more about 
these biblical super heroes.  You will be 
amazed how God worked through men and 
women and how He continues to work 
through you.  Are you a super hero? 

 

T UESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS:  
On Tuesdays, at 10 AM in the 

small meeting room of Fellowship Hall we 
have begun an exciting year diving into the 
Word of God.  This year we shall consider: 
THE PERSON AND WORK OF JESUS 
CHRIST: WHAT’S IN THE NAME?  Did you 
know that the name Jesus means “the Lord 
saves?”  So, Jesus is His personal name.  Did 
you know that the name Christ means “the 
Anointed?”  Jesus has been anointed by God, 
the Father with the Holy Spirit without limit 
to be our Prophet, Priest, and King.  So, 
Christ is His work or office.  Furthermore, 
have you ever wondered if there is any 
significance when reading God’s Word 
sometimes scripture will read “Jesus Christ” 
and other times scripture will read “Christ 
Jesus?”  I have had those same questions.  
Come join us on Tuesday Mornings at 10AM 
and let’s search the SCRIPTURES and see 
what they have to say about it. 

 

L ADIES BIBLE CLASS ON 
THURSDAY:  On Thursdays, at 

10AM, the ladies of Redeemer Lutheran 
Church and their lady friends meet in the 
large meeting room of Fellowship Hall to 
study God’s Word with the aid of GOOD 
NEWS magazine. We will discover GOD’S 
HEALING MEDICINE FOR YOU.  Have you 
ever been sick and needed medicine to heal 
you?  What would you do?  You would go to 
your doctor and he would prescribe 
medicine to bring you back to health, right?  
Well, we are all sick with sin.  We cannot 
avoid it.  We need to go to our Divine 
Physician to receive from Him prescribed 
medicine to heal us from our sin sickness.  
Ladies!  Come join us on Thursday 
mornings at 10AM to learn more about our 
terminal illness of sin and how God, in 
Christ, has provided us with the medicine of 
His Word and Sacraments to fight against 
the effects of this dreaded disease and 
finally deliver us into everlasting life with 
Him in heaven. 



SENIOR FELLOWSHIP 
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Everyone is invited to the Fellowship every Thursday, starting at 10:00AM.  The more 
people attending, the more FUN we can have!!!  The most popular things to play are: 
Pinochle, Phase 10, SkipBO, and Hand & Foot.  We also have Dominoes or other games if 
they are requested.  There must be something you would like to have fun with, so come on 
out.  Once in awhile we have a special home made lunch but usually everyone brings a bag 
lunch.  Drinks and dessert furnished. 

We are always in need of items we can sell in our corner.  Even if you 
think it is junk "remember, your junk is someone else's treasurer.  Please 
check around and see what you might have.  We have a pretty good 
supply of books if you need to read while relaxing or waiting in doctors 

KRAFT KORNER 

PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 
We sure could use some help on our Property Appreciations Days every 

month.  There is outside work to do and cleaning and dusting that needs 

done inside the Church.  If you can help, please come to the church and 

we will put you to work.  Our next  Property Appreciation Day is  October 

10th at 8:00 AM. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

Mark you calendars for Saturday, December 5th, 2015 at 2:00 PM.  Redeemer will be 
participating in the Annual Rotonda West Christmas Parade.  If you are interested in joining 
us, please contact Cindy Johnson at  815-228-0536. 

At this time of year, Englewood Helping Hands is very busy and are always in need of 

supplies for their pantry.  Also, if you would like to volunteer to help at the pantry, contact 

Englewood Helping Hands at 941-474-5864.  If you would like to donate to their 

pantry, following is a list of the current needs:  canned chicken, tuna or ham, peanut butter 

& jelly, mac & cheese, canned fruit, cereal, rice, soups, toilet paper, paper towels, bar soap, 

shampoo, clothes detergent and dish soap.  Thank you for all your support. 

ENGLEWOOD HELPING HANDS 

October 11th, from 8:30 AM to Noon, the BIG RED 
BUS will be here to collect donations from blood 
donors.  You don’t have to be a doctor to save lives!!  When you donate, you can save three 
lives!  All donors will receive a free OneBlood T-Shirt, a wellness checkup including blood 
pressure, temperature, iron count and cholesterol screening!  There is a sign-up sheet in the 
Narthex on the Visitors Desk.   

BLOOD DRIVE  
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Bible Lessons 

   

Chapel is on Mondays at 

3:45 
 

10/5 Joseph’s Father 

and Brothers 
Genesis 37:1-11 

10/12 Moses’ Birth 
Exodus 2:1-10 

10/19 Crossing the Red 

Sea 
Exodus 14 
10/26 The Twelve Spies’ 

Report 
Numbers 13:1-14:38 

 
 

 
Thank You God, for 

keeping Your promises. I 

know You will bless me. I 

know You know what is 

best for me. Amen. 

 
 
 

Submitted by Wendy Horvath  

Birthdays 

 

10/5 Arabella Y 

10/7 Abigail 

10/8 Therin 

10/8 Elsie 

10/14 Ms. Brittney 

10/16 Kolton 

10/18 Ella 

10/19 Mackenzie 

10/21 Aubrie 

10/22 Jonathan T 

10/24 Bella H. 

10/31 Brooklyn 

    
 
                                               

Congratulations on 

your years of 

service! 
 

 
Ms. Rebecca 2 years  

Ms. Brittney 1 year  

What We Are 

Learning 
 

10/5 God Works 

through Sinful Families 

10/12 God Has a Plan 

for His People 

10/19 God Saves Us 

from Our Enemies 

10/26 God’s People 

Forget Who God Is 

 

 
 

Special Days in 

October 

 

10/4 Fire Safety Week 

10/31 Halloween 

A Special Thank You! 

 To Pam Replinger for 

story time on Thursday 

afternoons. The 

children are very 

excited to have you 

come in and read to 

them.  

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

Redeemer  
Child Care! 
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Sunday, Oct. 4th Gretchen Armstrong 
Bernice Heppner 

Martha Winters 

Sunday, Oct. 11th Gwen Wurster Laurie Steinke 

Sunday, Oct. 18th Lisa Kress 
Sandi Libke 

Mary Kay Straw 

Sunday Oct. 25th Laurie Steinke Deb Horner 

October 30th at 7:00 PM Redeemer Lutheran Church will be showing 
the movie “Luther”.  Our “theater” will be in the Narthex.  There will be 
drinks, popcorn and candy.   

You can bring your own chair if you choose, or use one that is 
provided.   

Martin Luther was the moral force of the Reformation, the priest who 

defied Rome, nailed his 95 Theses to the castle door and essentially 

began the Reformation movement.  

There will be a special guest appearance by an old classmate of Dr. 

Luther. 

Come on out for a night of movie watching and fellowship! 



CLASSIFIEDS 

20      OCTOBER 2015 

Real Estate Services Lora Laurain at Placida Properties  (888)941-9444 or Cell  
 (941)408-5292 

Lawn Care Call Todd Armstrong at (941)961-7584 for your lawn care 
 needs. 

Cleaning Services CK-Clean LLC—Residential cleaning service—Kristine Bowers  
 Baltimore  (941) 681-6514 

LOST AND FOUND 
If anyone is missing any items, namely eyeglasses, gloves, umbrellas, etc., 

please check the Lost & Found box located in the narthex. 

 

 October 4th Olga & Colette Nagel 

   Sally Zierdt 

 

 October 11th TBA 

 

 

 October 18th Terry & Denise Fountain 

  

 

 October 25th Lisa Grayson & Family 

  

 

 Submitted by 

 Assimilation 

 

 October 4th   Laurie Steinke 

 

 

 October 11th  Lisa Grayson 

 

  

 October 18th  Anne Varone 

 

 

 October 25th  TBA  

   

 

     Submitted by Brd. of  

          Community &  

        Parish Fellowship 

GREETERS COFFEE HOUR 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

BUSINESS, HERE IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY!!!  We 

have limited space, but space available, for you to 

place your FREE advertisement.  Please contact the Church office by 

phone or email if you would like to place an ad. 

FREE 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care 

Solution on Page 13 

Web—Church:    www.redeemerfl.com 

Web—Child Care:  www.redeemerfl-cc.com 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Across 
1. Soft surface texture 
4. Small viper 
7. Stop 
11. Cuban currency 
12. Singing voice 
13. Assumed name 
15. Egg-laying 
17. Paris transport system 
18. Guided 
19. Promptly 
21. Tool used to cut gears 
22. Metal-bearing mineral 
23. Delicate 
24. Desperate 
27. Elfin 
28. Niche 
30. Region 
33. Seep 
36. Call forth 
38. Adjacent 
39. Sign of assent 
40. Portent 
41. Luxury watercraft 
43. Weaving machine 
45. Salacious 
46. Permissible difference 
48. Astern 
50. Bow 
51. Champion 
53. Append 
56. Apposite 
58. Rough shelter 
60. Charge for professional 
services 
61. Water nymph 
64. Marked by care and 
persistent effort 
66. Rhetorical device 
67. Stupefy 
68. Item of footwear 
69. Was cognizant or aware 
70. Golf peg 
71. Consumed 
 
 
 

Down 
1. Not at any time 
2. Stage whisper 
3. Fizzy soft drink 
4. Distant in manner 
5. Feat to attract attention 
6. Assigned position 
7. Amateur radio operator 
8. Beer 
9. Supple 
10. Tropical starchy 
tuberous root 
11. Field sport 
12. Stream or brook 
14. Weep 
16. Part of a church 
20. Poem 
 
 
 

25. Frozen water 
26. Rebellion 
27. Sire 
28. Remake 
29. Turn or place at 
an angle 
30. One, some, every 
or all 
31. Actual 
32. Deliberate act of 
omission 
34. Merely 
35. Menagerie 
37. Conclude 
42. Number in a 
brace 
 
 
 
 

44. Swallow 
49. Nutrition 
51. Hurry 
52. Result 
53. Currently in progress 
54. Tie in tennis 
55. Writing table 
56. Colony insect 
57. Open land for 
recreational use 
59. Compass direction 
62. Simian 
63. Condensation 
65. Country, initially 
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