
some with symbolic meaning. 
It can either be suspended or 
placed on a table. Fastened to 
the wreath are four candles 
standing upright, at equal 
distances. These candles 
represent the four weeks of 
Advent. A fifth candle may be 
added to the center of the 
wreath for the celebration of 
Christmas. 

Each day, at a certain time (usually in the evening), the family 
gathers for a short religious exercise. Every Sunday in Advent 
one more candle is lit, until all four candles shed their light to 
announce the approaching birthday of the Lord. All other 
lights may be extinguished in the room, so that only the glow 
of the live candles illuminates the darkness. 

The traditional symbolism of the Advent wreath reminds us of 
Old Testament times, when humanity was “sitting in darkness 
and in the shadow of death” (Luke 1:79); when the prophets, 
illumined by God, foretold of the Redeemer; and when the 
hearts of men yearned for the Messiah who would save the 
world. The wreath, an ancient symbol of victory and glory, 
symbolizes the “fulfillment of time” in the coming of Christ 
and the glory of His birth. 

The symbols of the Advent wreath should also be explained to 
the children in order to help point them to Christ. In doing so, 
it makes certain teachings of the Christian faith more visible, 
even touchable, as children like to do, and is a very effective 
way to present these to children of all ages. 

First of all, and most important, is the symbolism of light. For 
Jesus is the Light of the World. The children will have surely 
noticed that in winter the days become shorter and the nights 
become longer. It should be pointed out to them that at 
Christmas this begins to change and the days become longer 
and the nights become shorter. The progressive lighting of 
candles symbolizes the coming of the spiritual light of Christ 
into the world and anticipates the change in physical light 
which takes place at Christmas. 
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REDEEMER REPORTER 

While spending time with my grandchildren this Thanksgiving, 
one of them brought me an Advent calendar. I began to 
explain the meaning of Advent, the Advent wreath, and why 
the importance of this short church season. Afterward I 
realized what had taken place and come to this conclusion: 
Our children and grandchildren need to hear all about the 
story of the coming of Christ in Advent. 

The season of Advent is understood today to be a time of 
preparation for Christmas, the celebration of the birth of Jesus. 
The name of this season is taken from the Latin adventus, which 
means “coming”, and in the early Church the word was used 
mainly for Christmas itself, the coming of Jesus, the Son of 
God, into the world. Gradually, however, adventus began to 
have a slightly different meaning and referred, as it does today, 
to the season of preparation for the celebration of Christ’s 
coming to humanity. 

In the middle ages this meaning was extended and His coming 
was seen in three different ways: His birth at Bethlehem in the 
past; His present coming through the means of grace into the 
hearts and souls of His people; and His second and future 
coming at the Last Day. And so in Advent we prepare to 
celebrate the first coming of the Prince of Peace; we prepare 
to receive Christ in Word and sacrament in the present; and 
we prepare for the final coming of Christ in all His glory. 

The custom of the Advent wreath originated a few hundred 
years ago among the Lutherans of eastern Germany. It was 
probably suggested by the many light symbols which were 
prominent in folk customs at the end of November and 
beginning of December. At that time of the year, the pagans of 
Northern Europe celebrated the month of Yule (December) 
with the burning of lights and fires to dispel the gloom of the 
short days and long dark nights of winter. In medieval times 
Christians kept many of these light and fire symbols alive as 
popular traditions. Later, in the sixteenth century these 
practices were given a Christian meaning and lights came to be 
used as religious symbols of Advent in the home. This practice 
quickly spread among the Lutherans of eastern Germany and 
was soon accepted by most Protestants and Catholics in other 
parts of the country. 

The Advent wreath is a wreath of evergreens of various kinds, 
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The wreath itself is round, a circle. This reminds us of the 
crowns worn by kings and of crowns made of laurel (bay) 
leaves presented to those who were victorious in the athletic 
games of the ancient world. It points out to us that Jesus 
Christ is our true King and that He is victorious over those 
things which would hurt us: evil, sin, and death. 

The wreath, again, is circular and this is a symbol of the 
eternity of God, who, like a circle, has no beginning and no 
end. The candles placed on the wreath remind us that in 
Jesus’ birth at Bethlehem, He who was eternal, the Son of 
God, entered into our world of time and change. Some 
theologians call this the “intersection of time and eternity”. 
How amazing that such a profound idea can be made visible 
by a few branches and candles! 

Don’t forget to point out to the children the differing 
lengths of the candles which show us the passing of time as 
we get nearer to Christmas. 

Each candle on the wreath stands for a particular Sunday of 
the Advent season. The first (Prophecy) candle, the second 
(Bethlehem) candle, and the fourth (Angel’s) candle are 
blue, but in some churches they may be colored purple. In 
the ancient world the dye to make the candle blue or purple 
was very expensive and could only be afforded by kings. The 
blue candles tell us that the one whose birth we are 
preparing to celebrate is our true King. The third 
(Shepherd’s) candle is rose colored and tells us that Advent 
is half over and Christmas is getting nearer and nearer. Its 
lighter color is a symbolic anticipation of our joy when we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

The Advent wreath is made of evergreens, which are 
symbolic of life itself and, since they last through the winter, 

point to God’s gift of life which comes to us even when the 
world is dark and threatening. Many kinds of evergreens can 
be used when we make the wreaths at Church. Others can be 
added later on at home. Each has its own symbolic meaning. 
Here are just a few: 

Pine, the most common evergreen, points to Everlasting Life. 

Laurel (Bay), which was used to crown those who won in the 
games, signifies victory. 

Cedar, because it is long lasting and aromatic, is symbolic of 
strength and healing. 

Juniper, holly, and rosemary by legend these plants provided 
shelter and help for Joseph, Mary, and baby Jesus when they 
fled from Bethlehem to Egypt. 

Holly, its prickly leaves remind us of the Crown of Thorns. Its 
red berries remind us of the Blood of Jesus shed on the cross 
for us. 

Ivy, since it is frequently used as a decoration, has always been 
a symbol of joy and festivity. 

Although I didn’t say all of this to my grandchildren when 
explaining the meaning of Advent, that would have been more 
suitable for a good-night story. I do hope this article has been 
helpful in assisting you in sharing the meaning of Advent with 
your children and grandchildren so that they too will be able to 
share the story of the coming of Christ in Advent with their 
children. 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Kress 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

If you would be interested in teaching the youth 
of our congregation, please see Lisa Kress, I 
would love to talk to you about the gift of teach-
ing these precious children! 
In Christ, Lisa Kress 

In Deuteronomy, chapter 10, verse 12, we have been commanded to "serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul..."  The Assimilation Committee is ever so thankful that Jane Hoivik observed the Lord's direct commands these past 
18 years.  No, that was not a numerical error...Jane gave this committee 18 years of dedication in support of our 'new folk' here 
at Redeemer!!!!!  Are there really any 'words' to properly convey our gratitude for her continued service to her Lord???   
To our beloved Jane, thank you so very much. - The Assimilation Committee 

ASSIMILATION 

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and 
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven be-
longs to such as these." Matthew 19:14  
Sunday school is excited for Wednesday, December 
14, 2011 at 7:00 PM.  We would like to invite the 
entire congregation to witness the children of Sun-
day School and Child Care tell the story of Je-
sus….The Greatest Gift.  The children have been 
working diligently learning the hymns and the po-
ems that will tell the story and we look forward to 
sharing that with you!   
Sunday school will not meet on Sunday, December 
25, 2011 and Sunday, January 1, 2012.    

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As another Church year comes to a close we all pause to give thanks for the blessings of the year and look to the celebration of the 
gift of our Savior. I trust the Lord will bless your holiday season as you celebrate with friends and family. 
Our Church family and the Englewood community have been richly blessed by our Child Care ministry. Our children are taught 
about Jesus in a caring atmosphere of social interaction and learning.  Jesus taught us about the special place children hold in the 
Kingdom of God and set the example on the need to bring them into the “flock”. 
The current economic conditions we face locally have been an extraordinary burden for young families. Many breadwinners find 
themselves unemployed, underemployed or taking jobs at lower pay out of their trained field.  For families that are struggling 
financially we offer tuition assistance through the Angel Fund. 
For many of our students, the time they spend with us is the best part of their day. We are blessed to have the opportunity to 
share Christ’s love with these families. The Holy Spirit has moved within our ministry, resulting in students, siblings of students 
and even parents being baptized this year. God is growing his kingdom through Redeemer Lutheran Day Care. 
During 2010 and 2011 we provided over $40,000 of tuition assistance to struggling young families, while the Child Care drew 
less than 25% of that amount from contributed funds. We now have 19 of our students utilizing the Angel Fund scholarship.  The 
Angel Fund is a gift from the members of Redeemer and  we need your ongoing support to continue this important ministry. 
During this season of giving, I pray that God would touch your heart about the needs in our Angel Fund. Please remember us in 
your prayers. Our prayer is that the Holy Spirit would lead your heart to not only help during the Christmas Season, but to make 
regular contributions throughout the year.  An old boss once told me “It’s the little things that count. You can sit on a mountain, 
but you can’t sit on a tack.” If just half of our members commit to a $20 monthly gift, our Angel families will continue to receive 
all the blessings of our Child Care ministry. 

Merry Christmas!! 

SCHOOL BOARD 
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Well here we are at the beginning of another holiday season.  
Of course Thanksgiving is a time for all of us to reflect on how 
fortunate we are.  We are fortunate to live in a country where 
we are free to practice our Lutheran faith without fear of 
interference or repudiation.  During this Thanksgiving and 
Christmas season let's include in our prayers those around the 
world who don't enjoy that freedom. 

 

The council has been working on the 2012 budget for the last 
few weeks and it has been challenging due to the effects of the 
economy.  We are trying to reduce costs wherever possible.  
We have many non-discretionary costs that need to be funded  
but we look at all other costs very closely.  The completed 
budget will be distributed in the Narthex and you will have an 
opportunity to vote on the budget at an upcoming Voters 
meeting.  Your continued financial support of the church and 
its missions are truly appreciated. 

 

We have also completed a revised constitution.  This will also 
be available for your perusal and will also be voted upon at an 
upcoming Voters meeting. 

 

In closing I would like to once again remind all of you that 
your help is needed on various committees.  Men and women 
are needed for the Altar Guild, men are needed to be 
Communion Assistants and there are many other areas of 
need.  Please give prayerful consideration to filling these 
needs. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Ed Sheahan   



We will soon be accepting orders for the 
placement of red Poinsettia plants around our 
altar for the Christmas services.  They may be 
purchased for $7.00 per plant and you may 
include your payment with your weekly 
contribution envelope.  Write “Poinsettia” on the 
line below Child Care, show the $7.00 amount 
and include this amount with your normal pledge 
check.  To order your plant, a sign up sheet will 
be on the activity desk in the narthex beginning 
November 27th.  You are welcome to take your 
plant home after the 7 pm Christmas Eve service 
or the 10 am Christmas Day service. 

ALTAR GUILD 

LADIES GUILD “TREATS AND TREASURES” 
The Ladies Guild “Treats and Treasures” was a great success 
because of the members of the Guild and Redeemer Church.  I 
can not put into words what transformed the “Social Room” 
into a magical atmosphere of activity that was present on 
Friday and Saturday. 
The fears that arose were there. Will there be enough 
merchandise to fill the tables? Will the volunteers come and 
set up the room?   And last, will the community and other 
customers come with cash in hand to purchase our “Treats and 
Treasures”? 
When the group of workers arrive and removed the room 
divider, there were boxes of merchandise to be arranged on 
the various tables and priced.  With price stickers and pencils 
in hand, the workers began this task of checking each item  
sharing information and helping arrange the items on the tables  
All was in place for the Saturday Sale. 
Then the third fear was taking place – will customers come!!  
Saturday morning at 8:00 am the doors were opened to the 
waiting crowd. They continued to come until the 2:00 pm 

closing time arrived. 
The crew of workers, although exhausted, packed up 
merchandise – some was given to members who would 
distribute to other charities in their home areas, some was saved 
for the future sale and the other was given to the “store” at the 
dump that serves a community charity. 
I had great support from Carol Sheahan and Karen Kirkland 
who set up the room on Thursday and place signs around the 
community in preparation for the sale.  On Friday, and 
Saturday, after the doors were opened the members of the 
Ladies Guild and their partners appeared and did a super job.  It 
is impossible to list the names of all who worked at the sale, 
contributed merchandise, attended and made purchases.  (I 
would hate to omit the name of any one, so it is better not to 
list the names of the many) 
The profit from the sale was $1030+.for the Ladies Guild. 
“Thank you” to everyone who made the sale such a great 
success. 
Submitted by Margie Cypher 
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USHERS ARE NEEDED! 

USHERS ARE NEEDED.  October began our two worship services and there is a need for 4 ushers per service.  Please 
prayerfully consider becoming an usher and sign up in the Narthex.  If you have any questions or wish a walk-through 
of usher duties, please contact Tom Kirkland at 941-474-6407 or 941-456-5550.  

PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 

Please join us for our monthly “Property Appreciation” Day on the second Saturday of the month, DECEMBER 10th!!!  
Join us in keeping our buildings and properties beautiful.  There’s a little something to do for anyone willing to help... 
For more information please contact Charlie Vovcsko at 941-266-5118. THANK YOU!-Property Management  

From the Treasurer's Desk 

2011 Church Actual vs. Budget 

 Through Oct 31, 2011 
    Offerings Budget  Offerings   Received Expenses 

   $ 210,794.20                 $ 162,684.77                  $ 196,960.40 

CHILD CARE ANGEL TREE LADIES GUILD 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 
Friday, December 9th at 12:00 
Noon Rotonda Hills Country 

Club 
100 Rotonda Circle 

 

The menu is quiche and chicken.  The 
cost is $15.00 

The Angel Tree for Child Care is all set up in the narthex.  Feel free 
to take as many names as you wish.  We are not setting a price on 
the gift this year because all of the gifts have been great and have 
given each child much joy.  Child Care will have their annual Christ-
mas Party on December 22 and Santa will be there to present your 
gifts.  Please tape your receipt and the child's age on the wrapped 
gift.  We will try to get matching funds through the Thrivent pro-
gram with them. 

A Special Thank You 
Thank you for all the get well cards and wishes sent to me as I recovered 

from back surgery.  Your many prayers made my quick recovery possible! 
   - Avis Stuck 

CARE NOTES - Check out the Care Note section in the narthex.  new 

Care Note pamphlets have arrived! 
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PUMPKIN CRUNCH RECIPE AS REQUESTED!   
9x13 Pan - 350° for 50-55 minutes 
1 15 oz Can Pumpkin  3 Large Eggs  1 Cup Butter (Melted)    
1 1/2 Cups Granulated Sugar 1 Tsp. Cinnamon 1 Package Yellow or White Cake Mix  
1 12 oz Can Evaporated Milk 
Combine pumpkin, milk, eggs, cinnamon and sugar into a large bowl.  Beat until thoroughly mixed.  Pour into 
pan.  Take dry cake mix and sprinkle completely/evenly over top.  Do not stir in.  Drizzle melted butter over 
cake mix and bake until top is golden.  Cool completely.  Can served with Cool Whip or vanilla ice cream. 



REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
October 10, 2011 

Present:  Ed Sheahan, Tim Byrne, Bill Bowers, Pat Luedtke, Rich Kueker, Karen Kirkland, Jane Hoivik, Pam Replinger, Carol Haupt, 
Deb Kueker, Charlie Vovcsko, Dorothy Sinowetski 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by President Ed Sheahan.  Elder Tim Byrne opened with a prayer. 
 
The minutes of September 12, 2011 were presented.  TIM BYRNE MOVED, RICH KUEKER SECONDED TO ACCEPT THE 
MINUTES AS PRESENTED. CARRIED.   
The calendar for November was presented. 

REPORTS 
PASTOR:  In Pastor's absence, President Ed Sheahan read the report that Pastor submitted.  Report attached. 
• As per the budget for this year it is noted that $2,000 is earmarked for missionaries Jack and Cathy Carlos has not been sent, it is 

requested that this be done.  Also, $1837.00 will be added which was received from members.  TIM BYRNE MADE THE 
MOTION, PAM REPLINGER SECONDED TO SEND THE AMOUNT OF $3,837.00 TO THE CARLOS FAMILY. 

• For the FL/GA District Convention to be held next year in June or July 2012 a Lay Delegate and Lay Alternate Delegate needs to 
be chosen.  Tim Byrne has offered to be the Lay Delegate and Rich Kueker has offer to be the Lay Alternate Delegate.  This will be 
presented to the Voter’s Assembly on October 16th for additional nominations. 

• Also to be presented at the October 16th Voter’s Assembly, our nomination for Circuit Counselor.  Recommended:  Rev. 
Kenneth Redman, of the Lutheran Church of the Cross.  TIM BYRNE MOVED, RICH KUEKER SECONDED TO THAT 
RECCOMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED. 

PRESIDENT:  Ed reported that work in ongoing for next year’s budget.  This will be presented in November, and then to the Voters in 
December.  Also, the sound ceiling in the small room in the Fellowship Hall is a great improvement. 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Rich Kueker reported the copy machine in the church office is very costly to run.  He also reported the 
Convocation was a great experience.  He would like to make back-up reports and possibly put it on our site. 
ELDERS:  Tim reported two new Elders have joined them.  They are Dick Clemens and Kevin Hopkins.  Since communion is offered at 
every worship service, there is need for more assistants.  The Good Listening Skills class he attended was very worthy.  The Stephen 
Ministry will present a “Listening Workshop” on November 12th at 10:00 AM. 
TREASURER:  Reports attached.  Pat Luedtke Reported. 
• A grant was received from the Lutheran Community Foundation from an anonymous donor who has done this 2006.  There is now 

$5,522.01 in this fund.  Some of this fund was inadvertently put into the Herb Bohm fund and spent on the soundproofing and 
some was spent on the Convocation expenses.  This has now been resolved. 

• Child Care has not been billed for their 1/3 share of our property tax due for this year.  Bill Bowers will look into this. 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT:  Charlie reported that 11 persons came to the “Property Appreciation Day”.  This will be on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month. 
• Thanks to Ed for his work getting the soundproofing done on the small room of the Fellowship Hall. 
• The stove needs to be replaced.  Perhaps the Ladies Guild will contribute to the cost. 
ASSIMILATION:  Deb Kueker reported they will be meeting next Tuesday. 
OUTREACH:  Carol reported the upcoming Halloween SafeWalk. 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:  Pam reported they will meet next week. 
• The S.S. Rally Day was a great success.  It is hoped that more church members will attend. 
• The children will sing in church October 30th. 
SCHOOL BOARD:  Bill reported the playground equipment  arrived and today.   
• There will be a children’s resale in the Fellowship Hall. 
CORRESPONDANCE:  A letter was read from Rev. Earl & Edna Elowsky thanking us for sending them the newsletter, and their new 
address and wishing us well. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm with a prayer by Tim and the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Dorothy Sinowetski, Congregation Secretary 
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OUTREACH 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 

(Matthew 28:19-20) 

THE FIRST EVANGELISTS 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem, an angel of the Lord appeared to a group of shepherds, telling 
them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people.  Today in the 
town of  David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)  The shepherds 
went to Bethlehem.  “When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 
about this child.” (Luke 2:17)  We, too, have heard the Word about Jesus.  As we celebrate this 
Christmas season, let us be like the shepherds, unable to contain ourselves with this wonderful news.  
Tell your friends, relatives, and acquaintances how Jesus has won our salvation.  And, please invite 
them to church for Advent and Christmas services, so they may hear the Good News. 

OUTREACH NEWS 

Rotonda Chrismas Parade 

Redeemer will again have a float in the Christmas Parade, on December 3, starting at 2:00 p.m.  The 
route follows Rotonda Circle westerly from Rotonda North.  We will again have a human nativity 
scene and pass out pencils and candy with Redeemer information.  This year, the youth and Sunday 
School kids will be more involved. 

Musical Gifts to our Christmas Visitors 

We will be giving a special gift of a Christmas Carol CD to our Sunday visitors in December, and to 
visitors to our Christmas services. 

Christmas Radio Ads 

We will be inviting members of the community to worship with us during the holiday season with sixty 
15-second greetings on radio station WENG (1530AM), from Thanksgiving to December 31.  
Hopefully many will hear the invitation and come to hear the Word, as the shepherds did in Bethlehem. 

The Board of Outreach wishes you and your family 

 a Blessed Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year.   

ALTAR GUILD 

There is an Altar Guild sign-up board in 
the Sacristy.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Mary Ann Frees at 941-

441-8057 or at mafrees@hotmail.com.  
Thank you! 

The BIG RED BUS from Florida's Blood Center was at Redeemer 
on October 23rd.  Redeemer registered 7 donors and collected 6 
units of blood.  This means 18 local lives will be saved.  One of 

our members has contributed 25 times. 
Many thanks to all who gave 45 minutes of their time for this ex-

tremely worthwhile community program. 
If you would like to help make a successful blood drive, please 

mark your calendars for December 18th  

from 8:30 am to 1 pm.  If you want to know if you are able to 
donate you may email floridasbloodcenters.org or call 1-888-936-

6283. 
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The Newsletter deadline for the January Newsletter is December 18th.  Please have all your submissions to the 
church office by that time.  Thank you.  Electronic submissions are best sent to redeemerfl@verizon.net 

REMINDER 



perish but shall have eternal life.” (John 3:16 

NIV)  This single verse expresses two things that 

God delights in doing and those two things are 

loving and giving. 

Children are richly blessed when they have good 

and godly parents who bring them up in the nurture 

and admonition of the Lord.  Children are also 

blessed when they imitate the positive qualities of 

their Christian parents.   

St. John in the third chapter of his first letter stated:   

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on 

us, that we should be called children of God!  And 

that is what we are.”  (1 John 3:1 NIV) 

What does this say to us as God’s stewards of all 

[including time, money, abilities and much more] 

that He entrusts to our management?  It says this:  

If we are to grow as children of God we will 

develop those godly characteristics of our Heavenly 

Father, namely loving and giving. 

Christmas is in the very best sense a gift that keeps 

on giving.  May the Holy Spirit help us to receive 

this great gift with joy and thanksgiving and 

respond with growth in loving and giving as God’s 

children!  This desire could become an important 

part of our New Year’s resolutions!  Wouldn’t that 

make our part of the world so much better? 

Have a blessed Christmas and a joy-filled New 

Year! 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Over 2,000 years ago the world received the 

greatest gift that has ever been given.  The angel 

announced this gift to shepherds who were 

watching their flocks at night.  The message of 

God’s angel explained what a truly remarkable 

event this was.  The angel said:  “Do not be afraid.  

I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 

all people.  Today in the town of David a Savior 

has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.”  

Suddenly a great company of heavenly host 

appeared with the angel, praising God and saying:  

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

to men on whom His favor rests.”  (Luke 2:10-12; 

14 NIV) 

Those shepherds were never the same again.  They 

went to Bethlehem to see for themselves this great 

happening.  After seeing the Christ child with their 

own eyes they left in great joy and shared this good 

news with everyone they met. 

On that first Christmas God fulfilled His promise to 

send a Savior who would rescue His people from 

their sins.  What a blessing for the lowly shepherds 

to be the first people besides Mary and Joseph to 

hear about and see this great happening! 

Years later the Apostle John by inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit acknowledged this miraculous gift with 

one of the most memorable verses in the Bible:  

“God so loved the world that He gave His one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 

On behalf of the entire Stephen Ministry staff, we would like to wish each of you, a blessed Christmas and a peaceful 
New Year.  When we stop to think about the love God showered on us through the gift of the Christ Child, our Sav-
ior, our hearts are filled with wonder and joy!  To even begin to "understand" how great this gift is, we need to "stand 
under" God's umbrella of love-  at the foot of the cross, look up to Him, feel His presence, and know by His grace, by 
His unending love for us, we are saved and have eternal life with Him!  How awesome a gift it is!   Our prayer to each 
of you is that you will stop and listen to the Baby cry for it is tears of joy for YOU!  You are His child!  May you walk 
in His love throughout 2012!  God loves you and so do we. 

Dee Baird               Sharon Grcevic  Ruth Speer 
Carol Carlos            Nancy Hall Joe Carlos              Carol Haupt 
Ed Doenges           Dottie LaMere Tim Frees              Sandy Sita 



4th 8:00 AM - Margie Cypher 
 10:30 AM - Allan & Lois Webster 
 
11th 8:00 AM - Margie Cypher 
 10:30 AM - Dick & Lorraine Hughes 
 
18th 8:00 AM - Margie Cypher 
 10:30 AM - Marion & Francis Zillions 
 
25th  10:00 AM - Ken & Cathy Mielke 

Provided by Assimilation 

4th Deb Kueker 
 
11th Erna Abel  
 
18th Cecil & Sybil Grahl 
 
25th  Assimilation 
 
Provided by Assimilation 

GREETERS COFFEE HOUR 

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family members and 
friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call pastor or the church office to 

give us a health update.  Thank you. 

PRAYERS 
SHUT-INS:  Marjorie Boliere, Gloria Carlson, Evelyn Etheridge, Ruth Jansch, Jim Prather, and Ruth Sutley. 

HEALING: Members:  Lorraine Hughes, Bob Johnson, Cliff Larsen, Gary Lute, Sandy McGrath, Clara Mitchell, 

Herb Petersen, Don Plesner, Michael Sanders, Mary Ann Sochacki, Marie Talley, Ronald Woller. 

Friends & Relatives:  Lorraine Agens, Noel Antonelli, Linny Aspery, Jenny Bajnier and her unborn child, Mary 

Beaber, Grace Blum, the family and friends of Don Borwick II, Georgia Bush, Jack & Cathy Carlos, Debbie Carr, 
Bobbett Clark, Carly DeFeos, Renee Dempsey, John Denick, Irene DiTommaso, Nick Frees, Manual Galan, Glenn 

Galway, Malia Grayer, Ellen Hammerschlag, Debbie Harrison, Larry Headun, Claudette Hendershot, Glory Herget, 

Bill Hillis, Robin Hincman, Tom Holt, Stanley Jablonski, Douglas Johnson, Heather Johnson, Ashley Johnston, Betty 

Kabert, Rachel Kagay, Marinela Kandt, Julie Keck, Jim Lane, Denise Lines, Sean Maki, Elsie Malecki, the family and 

friends of Sheridan Markert, Greg Martens, Joe Manson, Patrick McCord, Amelia McInerney and family, Pete Mogg, 
Linda Mohr, John Molle, Kaye Gene Mortenson, Ann Nagel, Judy Nagel, Rev. Gary Nehring, Dan Niemann, Darwin 

& Noreen Oliver, Charles Pentecost Jr., Ronnie Powers, Mary Raines, Sherrie Rhoades, Delaney Saunders, Nancy 

Sly, Debbie Speer Smith, Michael Stio, Jules Stuck, Eva Tabbitas, Samantha Jo Ann Toth, Phyllis Tucker, Helen 

Weishaar, Cindy Whitaker, Gordan Winkel, Reece Withers, Linda “Kirkland” Woodum. 

Military Personnel: Daniel Anderson, Matthew Anderson, Adam Buchner, Eric Byrne, Kevin Copeman, 

Christopher Dutch, Michael Garza, Christopher Hankins, Jonathan Hibbard, Jonathan Hudson, Nathan Hudson, Brian 
Jackson, Katherine Janssen, Keith Janssen, Josh Johnson, Joshua Jones, Jesse Krone, Michael Monson, Jesse Morse, 

Christian Mosser, Jeremy Schaitz, Scott Senna, Brandon Smith, Jeremy Twombly, Matthew Walenta, and Charles 

Weishaar. 
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A Quote to Remember:  Holding a grudge is letting someone live rent-free in your head. 



 
Redeemer Child Care would like to wish you a Very Merry Christmas! 

Bible Lessons 

Chapel is on Mondays at 

3:45 

 

12/5 The Birth of Jesus 

Foretold 

Luke 1:26-38 

12/12 Angel Visits 

Joseph 

Matthew 1:18-25 

12/19 The Birth of 

Jesus 

Luke 2:1-21 

12/26 Closed 

 

 

{Jesus} has been born 

to you. 

Luke 2:11 

Child Care Closings 

December 23 & 26  

 

Submitted by Wendy Horvath                                                             

Birthdays 

Alexa 12/6 

Ebony 12/16 

Zachary V. 12/19 

Zachary M. 12/20 

Emma 12/21 

Corbin 12/24 

Tyler 12/27 

Bethany 12/28 

              

Christmas Program 

Join us for the Child 

Care and Sunday School 

Christmas Program 

December 14, 2011 at 

7:00 pm. 

This years Theme is: 

  

Jesus…The Greatest 

Gift  

What We Are 

Learning 

11/28-12/9 Zoo Crew 

12/12-12/16 It’s 

Raining, It’s Pouring 

12/19-12/30 Christmas 

 

Christmas Santa 

Lunch 

 

December 22 @11:00 is 

our annual Child Care 

Christmas Lunch with 

Santa. All are welcome 

to come. 

 

Thank you for picking a 

child’s name off the 

Angel Tree for Santa to 

come to our Christmas 

Lunch with a gift.  
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TALENT SHOW!!! 
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TALENT SHOW!!! 



Beautician/Manicurist Debbie Balogh  Purple Palace  941-475-0731 
 Linda Pontello  Purple Palace  941-475-0731 

Sales—Rentals Pineapple Gulf Properties—Glenda McDorman, Owner/Broker (Lessie Kirch’s 
 Daughter) 350 S. Indiana Road Englewood, FL 34223.   
 Office:  941-473-0300, Cell:  941-330-7922. 

Wanted Work any job from A-Z, nothing is too big or small;  cleaning, cooking, babysitting, 
 yard work!  Please call Sheryl (Twombly) Holden at 941-928-5238. 

Cleaning Services Free estimates!  Please contact Sheila Murphy at 941-473-1747. 

Lawn Care Call John Zimmerman at 941-445-0772 for a free estimate. 

Construction Call Rob Long!  A.C.S., Inc. - Licensed General Contractor - Anything from full re
 models, full lanai’s, window and door installation and ALL phases of construction.  
 State certified licensed and insured.  Please call for a free estimate at 941-475-5008 
 or 941-232-6606! 

For Sale “Rebounder” Trampoline with Holding Bars.  $99 or best offer...Please call Sammy 
 Jollay at 697-5905 if interested. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
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LADIES GUILD LUNCHEON 
Don’t forget the Ladies Guild Luncheon will be held December 9th at 12:30 PM at the Rotonda Country Club.  Get 
your ticket from Margie Cypher now!!! 

TO MY REDEEMER FAMILY 

Thank you to my Redeemer Family for all the food, visits, cards, phone calls, and especially prayers for Ed during his 
illness, as well as to me since his passing and the memorials sent in his name.  A special thank you to Pastor Kress for 

his beautiful memorial service and all those who attended.  Also, let’s not forget the  lovely lunch served by our Ladies 
Guild.   

In Jesus' Name 
“He Has Risen Indeed” 

Love, Sandy Sita and Family 

“Resident of the Month SpotLight DuWayne Schoeneck” - Article from Emeritus Publication 

DuWayne was born and raised in Alexandria, Minnesota.  He played baseball for a while with other friends.  DuWayne spent 33 
years on big ships in the Great Lakes as chief cook.  He was married to his lovely bride Maxine for 49 years.  DuWayne and 
Maxine loved to ravel to Arizona, California and Pennsylvania to visit relatives.  He also used to get odd jobs at the American Le-
gion and Rotonda Elks in season.  As a hobby, he played the accordion and the organ.  DuWayne was in the U.S. Navy WWII for 
two years.  He was discharged as 2nd class cook.  He has two sons.  One lives in Minnesota and the other son in Ohio.  He also 
has one granddaughter, Melinda, who lives in Bismark, North Dakota and has five great-grandchildren in Toledo, Ohio.  He was 
supposed to get on the Edmond Fitzgerald because the ship he was on (STR Buffalo) got in late.  The Fitzgerald made the trip to 
Duluth, Minnesota and then took a load of taconite to Superior, Wisconsin.  On the way back to the lower lakes, they ran into a 
storm on 11/10/1975.  The ship broke in half and sunk in Lake Superior.  What a blessing he missed that ship! 



Some parts of the Christmas story, as commonly told, aren’t actually recounted 
in Scripture. Which of the following details is recorded in the Bible?  
 
A. Mary rode a donkey to Bethlehem, and Joseph walked alongside her.  
B. Angels announced that a Savior, the Messiah (or Christ), had been born.  
C. There were three wise men.  
D. Shepherds and wise men (or Magi) worshiped Baby Jesus together.  
E. None of the above.  
 
Answer at bottom of page... 

BIBLE QUIZ 

2011 WEDDINGS! 
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Congratulations to Dan 
Anter and Barb Duff !   

8/6/2011 

Congratulations to Joe 
Soberalski and Amy 

Zwick! 

11/19/2011 

Answer: B (See Matthew 1:18–2:12 and Luke 2:1-20, especially v. 11.)  
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