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REDEEMER REPORTER 

The 2013 National Convention of the Lutheran Church–
Missouri Synod (LCMS) will be held July 20-25 in St. 
Louis, Missouri. I was elected Pastoral Delegate to 
represent the congregations and pastors of the Sarasota 
Circuit of the Florida-Georgia District. I am honored to 
serve the church in this capacity. I will attend the 
National LCMS Convention with elected Lay Delegate, 
David Gruntman (Lutheran Church of the Cross, Port 
Charlotte). 

The national convention of the Synod shall afford an 
opportunity for worship, nurture, fellowship and the 
communication of vital information. It is the principal 
legislative assembly, which amends the Constitution and 
Bylaws, considers and takes action on reports and 
overtures, and handles appropriate appeals. It establishes 
general positions and policies of the Synod, provides 
overall program direction and priorities, and evaluates all 
such positions, programs, policies, directions, and 
priorities in order to provide responsible service for and 
on behalf of its members. Only a national convention of 
the Synod shall authorize affiliation or association and the 
discontinuance of such affiliation or association of the 
Synod with other church bodies, synods or federations. 

Before Synod in Convention convenes, Congregational 
delegates who attended their districts’ 2012 conventions 
(Pastor Kress and Tim Byrne were Redeemers’ 
delegates) were asked to cast their votes for LCMS 
president electronically between Saturday, June 22nd and 
Tuesday, June 25th. The three presidential candidates 
receiving the most nominations synod-wide were Rev. 
Matthew Harrison, Rev. David Maier, and Rev. Herbert 
Mueller, Jr. Of these three candidates, the one who 
receives a majority — more than half — of the votes cast 
will become the Synod’s president-elect and will serve as 
president during the 2013-16 triennium. If a second vote 
is necessary, it will be held in the same manner as the 
first vote between June 29th and July 2nd. 

Results of the election for LCMS president will be 
announced Saturday, July 6, on the lcms.org/convention 
website as well as the Synod’s website (lcms.org) and 

Reporter Online (reporter.lcms.org). Subscribers to the 
free LCMS News service will receive a link to the 
information via email.  

Election of the first vice-president and five regional vice-
presidents will take place during the Synod’s 65th 
Regular Convention, July 20-25 in St. Louis. To see the 
results of all convention elections, visit lcms.org/
convention/nominations. 

Here are some other ways you can stay informed about 
the convention: 

Watch live streaming video of the convention at 
lcms.org/convention/live. Included will be the 
opening worship service (7:30 to 9 p.m. on 
Saturday, July 20) and business sessions (8 a.m. to 
noon and 1:30 to 6 p.m. Sunday through 
Wednesday, July 21-24; and 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 25). 

Monitor the actions on resolutions, which will be 
grouped by floor committee and posted online at 
lcms.org/convention/overtures.  

Follow highlights of the action on Facebook 
(facebook.com/lcmsconvention) and Twitter 
(@lcmsconvention). 

Read the Synod’s official periodicals. Both The Lutheran 
Witness and Reporter will carry convention 
summaries in their August issues. 

Please keep our Synod in your prayers, especially while 
we travel and when we are in session deliberating 
important and challenging matters concerning the Synod 
and her future. May we be guided by the Holy Spirit for 
the good of the church and the sake of the Holy Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. I look forward to 
presenting a report to our 
Circuit congregations and 
pastors upon my return. Lord, 
keep us steadfast in Your Word. 

In His Service, 
Pastor Jim Kress 
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After listening to Pastor's sermon on June 9th regarding the 
mission and vision of Redeemer, I decided to look up the 
definition of these two profound words.  According to Noah 
Webster, mission is a duty on which one is sent particularly to 
perform a service such as the propagation or spreading of a 
religion (the spreading of the Gospel).  Vision is the ability to 
see; a vision is to see into the future of what may be possible. 

With these thoughts in mind, we have formed a committee to 
review the past mission and vision of Redeemer and 
determine where we at Redeemer wish to go in the future, 
and where God has determined that we Will go.  The good 
Lord will guide us going forth.  What the future holds for 
Redeemer; I don't know, but HE does.  Our job is to put our 
trust in Him. 

Rich 

DEAR WONDERFUL REDEEMER FAMILY... 
As many of you know on April 18th I had a fall resulting in a broken left 
femur, and corrective surgery on April 20th.  My hospital stay was 
followed by therapy at the Village Place in Port Charlotte, and I 
continue with home health therapy now at home.  I am recovering very 
well, and should be back to normal very soon. 

However the purpose of this note is not to update you all, but rather to 
express my heartfelt appreciation to all my Redeemer Family, and I do 
mean family.  I have received so many cards, flowers, calls and visits it is 
just beyond belief.  Never had I realized how important and treasured 
you all are to me.  God has blessed Redeemer with a prevailing 
Christian love for each other, and His presence is constantly guiding us 
in this truly Christian loving and caring congregation. 

Thank you all for your kind words and attention during this period, but 
most of all Thank God for our Redeemer Family.  God be with each one 
of you. ~ Delores Altmann 
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CLASSES FOR INQUIRING MINDS 

Kraft korner 
If you might be cleaning out or moving, don’t throw them away!  Bring them to 
the Fellowship Hall for the Kraft Korner!  Or, if you can just check around and 
see if you have something you can donate.  Since there is not so much going on 
now in the Fellowship Hall, just drop over and see if you would like to make a 
purchase.  If you have any donations, please bring them and put them on the floor 
in the corner by the shelves.  Thanks so much! 

Submitted by Lessie Kirch 

Another cycle of information classes will begin on Saturday, July 6th at 9:00 AM in 
the large room in Fellowship Hall.  If you have been attending worship services at 
Redeemer, but are not sure what it is Lutherans believe, teach, and confess, this is the 
class for you!  If you have been attending worship services here at Redeemer and would 
like to become a member of Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care, this is the class 
for you!  If you are member of Redeemer, but haven’t brushed the dust off the old 
catechism in a while and would like to become refreshed in the teachings of the Christian 
faith, this is the class for you!  This is a wonderful opportunity to learn and understand 
more clearly why we believe what we believe.  Our classes will conclude on Saturday, 
August 10th with the hope of welcoming new members into our fellowship on Sunday, 
August 18th.  If you ever have a question:  Just ask the Pastor. These classes will be 
conducted for a total of 5 class periods as the schedule below indicates:  

Saturday, July 6th Saturday, August 3rd  

Saturday, July 13th  Saturday, August 10th 

Saturday, July 27th  

July 4th Picnic 
Be sure to mark your calendars for Thursday, July 4th for our annual July 4th 
Picnic.  Hot dogs, hamburgers, fried chicken, and drinks will be furnished.  
Please bring a covered dish of your choice.  There will be a list in the Narthex 
on the visitors table of items needed for the picnic, as well as a sign up sheet 
for those who will be attending.  We will be having a bounce house/water 
slide, a snow cone machine, bingo, and good old fashioned fellowship.  Bring 
your family, friends, and neighbors and enjoy fellowship, games, friends, and 
good food.  The picnic will be from 12:00 PM till 3:00 PM.  If you would like 
to volunteer your time or services, please contact Ty Schulte via e-mail at 
JesusRocks01@yahoo.com or you can call (941) 286-4122.      

Submitted by The Board of Community & Parish Fellowship 



PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 

Please join us for our next monthly “Property Appreciation” Day on the 
second Saturday of the month, July 13th!!!  We begin at 8:00 AM and 
continue until the last person has to go for the day.  Join us in keeping 
our buildings and properties beautiful.  There’s a little something to do 
for anyone who is willing to help...  We would like to thank everyone 
for all their hard work each month.  THANK YOU! 
Submitted by The Board of Property Management 

From the Treasurer's Desk 
May 2013 

Income         Expense         
$14,718.32     $24,667.51  
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If anyone is missing any items, namely eyeglasses, gloves, umbrellas, 
etc., please check the Lost & Found box located in the narthex. 

LOST AND FOUND 

SINGLES LUNCHEON 
The Singles lunch will be on Tuesday, July 9th at 11:30 AM at 
Parrotfish Grille, 2639 Placida Rd, Englewood.    Several people 
have left for the summer and we would love for you to bring a friend 
with you.  PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE SHEET THAT IS 
PRESENTLY IN THE NARTHEX ON  THE  VISITORS  TABLE.  
PLEASE SIGN UP NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, JULY 7TH.     
Submitted by Lessie Kirch 

The deadline for the August Newsletter is July 21st.   
Please have all your submissions sent to REDEEMERFL@VERIZON.NET 

by the time indicated above.   
Thank you.   
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B.C.P.F. 

Board of Community & Parish Fellowship 

Anyone interested in exploring a very rewarding 
experience in giving back to the community and to the 
church, please prayerfully consider joining the Board of 
Community & Parish Fellowship.  Some of our 
upcoming events will be the Pioneer Days Parade in 
Englewood and the Rotonda Christmas Parade.  If you 
have any questions feel free to contact me via e-mail at 
JesusRocks01@yahoo.com or you can call me at (941) 
286-4122.  We have a meeting once a month on the 
last Thursday of each month @ 7 PM.  Please feel free 
to attend.   
Submitted by Ty Schulte, Chairman 

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP 
Senior fellowship has dripped off a 
little due to people leaving for the 
summer or going on vacations.  
We are still playing cards!  If you 
can join us, bring a bag lunch and 
come on over.  WE WILL NOT 
MEET JULY 11TH.  Vacation 
Bible School using the Fellowship 
Hall that week.  If you have any questions, please call Lessie 
Kirch.  We would love to have you join us for a fun time of 
playing cards on Thursdays from 10 AM until Noon.  We 
can use more players.  Tell your friends and join us!   

Submitted by Lessie Kirch 

“Guess who this is” 

Welcome to my “Guess Who This Is” section.  If you would like to be a part of this, please submit a childhood photo 
to me either by email or by dropping by the office so that I may make a copy of it.  So, to start this off….Guess 
Who???!!!  Can you figure out who each of these people are?  Answers will appear next month. 

Submitted by Susan Moore, Church Secretary 
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING – MAY 20, 2013 

PRESENT: Pastor Kress, Rich Kueker, Karen Kirkland, Tim Byrne, Pam Replinger, Deb Kueker, Bill Bowers, Betty 

Clemens.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Rich Kueker.  Pastor Kress opened the meeting 

with prayer. 

MINUTES of the April 8, 2013 meeting were presented.  PAM MOVED. TIM SECONDED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS 

PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED.  

CALENDAR for June was presented.  The following changes were made:  There will be no Human Care Meeting on the 

5
th

 of June.  They will not meet again until September.  Monday Weight Watchers will be at 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. 

REPORTS 

PASTOR: Report attached. 

- Vacation June 19 to June 25 

- Pastor Kress is the Circuit Delegate to the Synodical Convention July 20 to July 25. 

- 12 new members were welcomed on May 26
th

. 

- Beginning 5-26, Sunday morning Bible Class by Pastor Kress on the study of the Augsburg Confession 

PRESIDENT: 

Rich met with Jerry Jenkins, FPL representative, to review all buildings in an effort to reduce electrical costs.  He will 

explore purchasing ten programmable thermostats which will save half of our bill.  Jerry Schreiner checks our systems 

every year and replaces filters.  He said Merrill is not doing well and suggested Symbiotic Systems if we make a 

change.  A VOTE VIA EMAIL TO PURCHASE 100 BIBLES AND A NEW CURRICULUM FROM CONCORDIA PUBLISHING 

HOUSE FOR OUR CHILD CARE WAS CARRIED. 

BOARD OF ELDERS Report attached. 

Our new Choir Director is Mr. Collins Sita.  Mr. Bill Bowers will be the Director of Music.   

Safety Committee is looking into lights, locks and alarms for Child care.   

TREASURER: Report attached.  Rich reported all dedicated funds are in balance. 

HUMAN CARE BOARD:   Report attached. 

Stephen Ministry classes will be completed about June 23
rd

.  Board will not meet again until September. 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT: No Report.   

Charlie will not be able to help us out but did leave a list of contacts with every board. 

ASSIMILATION: Report attached. 

Gudrun Janke volunteered to set up coffee during the months of July and August.  A suggestion was made to have a 

rep from Assimilation attend Pastor’s last new member class to gather information and inform new members what 

will take place. 

COMMUNITY & PARISH FELLOWSHIP: Report attached. Preparations are being made for the 4
th

 of July. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: No Report.  

Will meet on July 2
nd

 @ 5:45 to finalize plans for Vacation Bible School – July 8 to July 12.  Rally Day will be August 4
th

. 

YOUTH: No report.  Will resume in the Fall. 

SCHOOL BOARD: Report attached. 

19 children participated in VPK graduation on May 19
th

.  One quote received for bike tract was $1,000 higher than 

Charlie’s bid.  More quotes are expected. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

* Rich brought up the desire of the Ladies Guild to purchase a hand held wireless speaker system for the Fellowship 

Hall.  Pastor will look into availability when investigating new system for the church. 

* Pastor Kress as Delegate to the National Synod Convention said there will be a National Offering for LCMS Global 

Mission, Lutheran Malaria Initiative, LCMS Joint Seminary Fund, Global Seminary Education and Together as Synod. 

They hope to raise $1,000,000.  TIM MADE A MOTION TO DISTRIBUTE OFFERING ENVELOPES ON THE FIRST SUNDAY 

IN JUNE TO ALL MEMBERS FOR THE NATIONAL OFFERING.  KAREN SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED. 

PAM MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN AT APPROXIMATELY 7:45.  BILL SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Meeting adjourned with singing the Doxology.  

Respectfully Submitted,    Betty Clemens, Congressional. Secretary 



Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family 
members and friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, 

please call pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we 
may either keep or remove their name.  Thank you. 

PRAYERS 
SHUT-INS:  Marjorie Boliere, Evelyn Etheridge, Erv Maki, and Ruth Sutley. 

HEALING: Members:  Bob Aldene, Delores Altmann, Stacy Bowers, Elma 
Cancellieri, George Dykhuizen, Fred Fernald, Sharon Harris, Bernice Heppner, Erwin 
Janke, Peg Leverenz, Sandi McGrath, Carolyn Plesner, Ron Ratzlaff, Michael Sanders, 
Duwayne Schoeneck, Sandy Sita, Marie Talley, Arlene Wiley, and Ronald Woller. 

Friends & Relatives:  Michael Aldene, Linny Aspery, Jean Bajner, Gioconda 
Barlow, Grace Blum, Dennis Burchell, Georgia Bush, Jack & Cathy Carlos, Debbie 
Carr, Esther Clapham, Bobbett Clark, Renee Dempsey, Irene DiTommaso, James 
Dodge, Barb Dumeah, Dorothy Evans, Nick Fernandez, Manual Galan, Glenn Galway, 
Nancy Gleis, Lucas Hall, Debbie Harrison, John Haupt, Larry Headun, Claudette 

Hendershot, Joel Heppner, Walter Heppner, Glory Herget, Robin Hincman, David Hirtle, Mary Jo Hoivik, Tom 
Holt, Linda Hunter, Stanley & Lynne Jablonski, Carl Jennejahn, Heather Johnson, Betty Kabert, Rachel Kagay, John 
Kearns, Jackie Klinger, Mary Krueger,  Jim Lane, Ray Likowski, Denise Line, Harold Lowe, Don Luffingwell, Sean 
Maki, Elsie Malecki, Joe Manson, Family & Friends of Clara Mitchell, Pete Mogg, Linda Mohr, Mike Morrissey, Kaye 
Gene Mortenson, Maureen Nesvacil, Dan Niemann, Darwin & Noreen Oliver, Charles Pentecost Jr., Mary Raines, 
Tucker Robert, Ryan Sheahan, Nancy Sly, Debbie Speer Smith, Virginia Stanley, Marj Sterriker, Gary Stokes, Sarah 
Sturzenbecker, Eva Tabbitas, Samantha Jo Ann Toth, George Vespa, Dick & Ann Voelker, Pat Vovcsko, Heath 
Weichmann, Helen Weishaar, Gordan Winkel, Reece Withers, Angel Zavala. 

Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky, Michael Broughton, Michael Canavan, Brian Jackson, Brett Keck, Michael 
Monson. 
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Sunday school rally day  
Rally Day will be Sunday, August 4th, 2013.  The event will take place directly after the Divine 
Service.  There will be no Sunday School on this day.  There will be a water slide, a dunk tank, 
games with prizes and more!  Please come out in support of our youth.  We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

Submitted by the Board of Christian Education 

CARE NOTES 

The Board of Human Care has added some NEW Care Notes in the Narthex.  There is something for 
adults as well as some for children.  Go and take a look!  There may be something there that could help 
you, or even could help someone you know. 

Submitted by KC Wright 



July     7th:  Erna Abel 

July   14th:  Jonti Lute 

July    21st:    Erna Abel 

July   28th:    Erna Abel   

Submitted by Assimilation 

July    7th: Donna Wolf 
  Mickie Abel 

July  14th:  Tim & Catherine Byrne 

July   21st:    Sharon Grcevic  

July  28th:    Jonti Lute 

Submitted by Assimilation 

GREETERS  COFFEE HOUR 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 

WHAT IS LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION FUND (LCEF)?  

How it all began: 

The concept of “church extension” began back in 1902 when members of several congregations raised $400 to start a 
new congregation in a neighboring community. This sharing of God’s blessings and investing to expand Lutherans’ 
ability to share the Gospel continues now through Lutheran Church Extension Fund, or LCEF. 

Why does LCEF exist? 

They exist for the sole purpose of enabling ministries in Kingdom work. Their goal each day is to identify 
opportunities to share their many resources in order to expand God’s kingdom as Christ commanded in the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:19). They want more people to hear and believe, be baptized and grow in the Word, and 
join together in God’s saving grace and the gift of eternal life. 

Who do they serve? 

They are an organization that exclusively serves the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) partners in the U.S. 
and around the world who are passionate about the extension and expansion of God’s kingdom. 

What do they do & how do they do it? 

LCEF is a financial organization that enables ministry. Through the dollars invested by over 50,000 individuals, 
congregations, schools, organizations and businesses, LCEF assists ministries with low-cost loans and ministry support 
services that help leaders respond to growth and community needs. LCEF also offers loans to rostered church 
workers—those dedicated servants who are on the front lines of ministry.  

With our dedicated staff in the National Office in St. Louis, joined by the talented employees in the Florida-Georgia 
District office and volunteers in our congregations and schools, LCEF inspires ministry through a total asset portfolio 
of $1.82 billlion. Now celebrating 35 years as “Lutheran Church Extension Fund,” they are thankful for the blessings 
God has given them as they seek to serve Him and you. If you would like to learn more about how LCEF can benefit 
you, contact Laurie Steinke, LCEF representative for Redeemer, and experience the extension of God’s kingdom in 
your life for your church and for your future. 

 



ASSIMILATION 
Our Assimilation Committee has run up against an odd phenomena this summer.  Most of our members are leaving 
Dodge at some point.  And to boot, most will remain out of Englewood for quite some time.  How wonderful, 
indeed, that each will be granted an opportunity to visit with family and friends.  We wish them all 'happy trails', and a 
safe return to us here at Redeemer in the fall. 

Graciously, Gudrun Janke, came forward to 'take over' setting up our Coffee Hour (on Saturdays) for the months of 
both July and August.  However, at this point, it has been noted that beginning with August, our schedule for Coffee 
Hour and Greeters are both barren.  It has also been noted, that many of the same people have already served in these 
capacities many times since the beginning of 2013.   

If members do not sign up on our chart in the Narthex, our committee has to go 'hunting'.  And, as mentioned, it is 
often to the same 'forest area'.  These members who see us coming towards them with a chart and pen in hand, might 
wish to dart to the exit (attempt at humor).  So, please consider helping out this summer while we are so short 
staffed.  Besides, summer is a great time to volunteer, as there is only one service...which means less time and less 
goodies!!!!  Our committee would be ever so grateful. 

P.S.  Pictorial Directory:  We still have a few folks who have not received their new directory.  And soon, we will be 
adding another page of new members...wow!!!  Copies still available in office or Deb Kueker will have copies at 
Sunday services. 

Submitted by Deb Kueker, Board of Assimilation Chairman 
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THRIVENT 

THRIVENT OPENS MEMBERSHIP TO NON-LUTHERANS 

A record number of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans members have voted to 
extend Thrivent’s common bond, allowing the 111-year-old fraternal benefit 
society to serve all Christians — not just Lutherans.  

The number of members who voted — almost 425,000 of its nearly 2.5 million — 
is more than twice the number who usually participate in membership votes, 
according to Thrivent. Of the votes cast during the March 1-April 30 timeframe, 
72 percent were in favor of revising the organization’s articles of incorporation to 
change the common bond. 

“Thank you to the many members who participated in this process, demonstrated their role as member-owners and 
had a voice in the decision,” said Brad Hewitt, president and CEO of Thrivent. “This vote will allow us to strengthen 
our mission of helping more Christians be wise with money and live generously. Working together, we’ll be able to 
serve more people, meet more needs and strengthen more Christian communities.” 

Acknowledging that “our benefit members are our owners so they get to make these important decisions,” Hewitt said 
the organization is “looking at this from a long-term perspective and changes will be gradual. 

“Over the short and the long term, one thing remains the same though: our commitment to serving Lutherans and 
strengthening the Lutheran community remains as strong as ever,” he said. “We value our Lutheran members and our 
heritage and that will never change — even as we move forward in a new chapter for the organization.” 

For more information about Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, visit its website at thrivent.com. 



THE POWER OF GIVING 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHURCH AND FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL 

Gift giving is an ancient tradition. One could almost say it goes back to the beginning. Cain and Abel brought a gift 
from the field and flock and offered it to God. Jacob, wishing to establish a new and restored relationship with his 
brother Esau, met Esau with a large flock of sheep and goats. When the wise men from the east came to see baby Jesus, 
they opened their treasure chests, offering Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

We still practice gift giving today. Would anyone gather for Christmas without a gift for a spouse or child or 
grandchild? Would anyone go to a birthday party and not take a gift? No matter how small or large, the significance is 
in the “giving of a gift.” It is amazing, even when invited to a party or dinner, we all feel obligated to give the host/
hostess a gift. 

Why “gift giving?” Probably the most important reason is the establishment of a relationship. The passing of a gift from 
one person to another says something to the receiver of the gift as well as the giver of the gift. In some cases a gift is a 
substitute for words. It is a subtle way of building a bond and relationship between individuals. 

In many ways a gift is simply an act of kindness or an expression of caring. Too often the choice of a gift is not exactly 
what the receiver wants or needs. However, the giving and receiving of a gift marks a concern of care. Even the simple 
act of offering a glass of water or cup of coffee or tea signals the human instinct of caring. 

Think about the many times one receives a thank you card, award, or gift of appreciation, none of which is a significant 
gift that will make a difference in the lifestyle of the recipient. But what it does say, not only to the individual recipient 
but also to friends and the public, is “job well done.” 

St. Paul, in 2 Corinthians Chapter 9, makes a big point of “gift giving.” Interestingly, he points out the virtue of a 
“voluntary gift” that comes freely from the heart and will of the giver, not because of guilt or extortion. . . “Each one 
must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 
Corinthians 9:7). Perhaps we can simply restate it with an expression used today. . . “the joy of giving.”  

Gift giving makes a difference. It may be a learned art or a practice that needs cultivation. Whichever, it makes no 
difference because in the end it says much about the heart and mind of an individual. If we have received much in life, 
we have much to give. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care has an established Endowment Fund and various Dedicated Accounts as a 
result of some “cheerful givers.” These gifts are joyfully given in order that the kingdom of God may not only continue 
by His grace, but also increase, touching the hearts and lives of many for generations to come with the message of 
salvation in Jesus Christ. These gifts are also joyfully given for use in specific areas of ministry, such as, missions, 
education, works of mercy, etc. Bottom line: these gifts are given for the good of the Church and for the sake of the 
Gospel. 

As you consider how much God has given you over the years, consider how He would have you “joyfully give” toward 
the increase of His kingdom for the continued spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Contact the Karen Kirkland, 
Chairman of the Board of Finance or Laurie Steinke, Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) Representative for 
further information how the Lord may lead you to joyfully give. 
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STEPHEN MINSITRY 
The Call To Care, Cont. 

Some words nearly always wound people who are suffering.  Research shows that  many platitudes, 
cliches and other expressions are words that hurt rather than heal even though they are said with the 
kindest intentions.  Chances are that you have heard many of these phrases.  You may have used 
some of these phrases and have never gotten a bad reaction. Most people remain silent when hearing 
these phrases.  That doesn't mean they are accepting of them but just being polite. 

"I know how you feel"!  No one knows how you feel and you don't know how anyone else feels.  Show your empathy 
by asking "How are you feeling?"   Allow them the opportunity to express their feelings. 

"It's for the best, he's not suffering anymore, she' with Jesus"!  These statements look on the bright side of things and 
may even be insightful but the problem is, it doesn't view it from the person's perspective.  The hurting person may 
arrive at that conclusion, someday, by themselves. 

"Keep a stiff upper lip"!  This can imply that the hurting person needs to hurry and get through this situation.  Hurting 
people need time to get over their hurt and grief. 

"It's God's will"! One implication of this phrase is that because it is God's will the hurting person should not feel the 
way he or she does.  God is there to help us through our issues.  He cries when we cry. 

Telling people to take their time in the grieving process is helpful to hurting people or give yourself time to grieve.  
People need to express their grief and have a loving person just listen. 

This is a very quick lesson on words that hurt and not heal.  We delve into this in depth in our Stephen Ministry 
classes.  Join us to learn more. Call Carol Carlos 941-255-3354 

  "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.   
Honor one another above yourselves." ~  Romans 12:10 

HUMAN CARE 
On Sunday, June 2,  seventeen  donors contributed 15 units of blood that will save up to 45 lives.  Two of 
our faithful donors could not donate  on June 2 because they gave double red blood cells at our March 
drawing.  They will be eligible for our August 4th drive.  Three people gave for the first time and one 
Redeemer member has given 40 units so far.  Thank you all for being so faithful to the blood drive and all of 
the lives you have helped save.  Let's make it bigger and better for AUGUST 4TH and save even more lives. 

Our small group Bible study are continuing with topics of "Anger " and "Happiness".  Choose one 
and join in our small groups.  Contact Tim Frees 941-441-8057 for the "Anger" study and Joe 
Carlos 941-255-3354 for the "Happiness" study.  We meet monthly.  This fall more small group 
Bible studies will be offered with the return of our northern brothers and sisters. 

We will be putting a team together this fall for "Relay For Life" which raises money for cancer 

victims.  80% of what is raised goes  towards aiding the cancer patients.  They have many programs to 
aid the people afflicted, such as, "Look Good, Feel Good"," Chemotherapy"," Radiation", "Road To 

Recovery","Place To Stay", etc.  More information will be coming this fall. 

"Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue  

but with actions and in truth."   ~ 1 John 3:18 



Sales—Rentals Pineapple Gulf Properties—Glenda McDorman, Owner/Broker (Lessie Kirch’s 
 Daughter),350 S. Indiana Road Englewood, FL 34223.   
 Office:  941-473-0300, Cell:  941-330-7922. 

Cleaning Services Free estimates!  Please contact Sheila Murphy at 941-473-1747. 

Lawn Care Call Todd Armstrong at 941-961-7584 for your lawn care needs. 

Construction Call Rob Long!  A.C.S., Inc. - Licensed General Contractor - Anything from full  
 remodels, full lanai’s, window and door installation and ALL phases of construction.  
 State certified licensed and insured.  Please call for a free estimate at 941-475-5008 
 or 941-232-6606! 

Real Estate SURF & SAND REALTY - Pat Whipple, Realtor  2350 N. Beach Road, Unit 3B, 
 Englewood, 34223.  I’d love to help you find your perfect home or sell it, because I 
 really care.  Please contact me at 941-882-2725 or (941) 474-7755! 

For Sale Rataan & glass oblong coffee table, light wood $95 and Dorm size refrigerator, only 
 used for 2 months $25--Call Sammy Jollay at (941) 697-5905 for more information! 

Needed A double mattress and box spring for a member.  If you have one to donate, please 
 call Lessie Kirch (941) 475-3689.  This member is in an assisted living facility, but 
 they only have single beds, which she has fallen out of several times.  Please help 
 before she breaks something.  Thanks 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2013 

 

Tell it on the Mountain VBS will take us on an expedition to the top of five mountains and teach you more about God 
might and grace and His son Jesus our Savior and Lord.  Registration is open for all ages who will attend VBS from 
July 8th to July 12th, 9:00 AM to 12 Noon.  Get excited to sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, and 
more.  Plus, you’ll learn all about Jesus so that you can go TELL everyone about Him! Can’t wait to see you there!  
Register now for Tell It on the Mountain Vacation Bible School! Fill out the registration form found on the 
visitor’s desk and put it in the blue box, which is also at the visitor’s desk in the Narthex.  For information, please call 
Wendy Horvath at (941) 475-2631 or Pam Replinger at (941) 473-9018. VOLUNTEERS ARE WELCOME. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
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Patty Lodge:  Unfortunately Patty was unable to participate with the rest of her 
confirmation class on May 26th due to her work schedule. Today we rejoice in 
receiving her into fellowship as she confesses her faith in Jesus. Patty grew up in 
Norton, Kansas, but spent the last 30+ years in Eldon, Missouri. Patty is the 
daughter of Judy Murphy. Patty is a cashier at Home Depot in Port Charlotte. She 
has two playful dogs and loves the Florida weather. She enjoys cooking and is 
looking forward to helping around the church. Patty lives with her mom at 11440 
Claggett Ave., Port Charlotte, FL 33981. 

 

Terry & Denise Fountain:  Terry & Denise come to us from Zion 
Lutheran Church, Brainerd, Minnesota. Terry grew up in Minnesota 
graduating from Elk River Senior High School where he went on to 
technical school. Denise was raised on an Iowa family farm where she 
graduated from Semco School. Both Terry & Denise are retired. Terry was 
an electrical project manager and Denise an office manager with skills in 
accounting and sales. They both enjoy the beautiful Florida weather mostly 
because it’s far enough away from the Minnesota winter cold. They enjoy 
fishing, boating, gardening, and pretty much anything outdoors. And until 
their home in South Gulf Cove is completed, Terry & Denise currently 
reside at 14060 Willow Glen Court #228, Port Charlotte, FL 33953. 

 

The following new members did not have pictures available for the last newsletter: 

 

 

 

 

 
                  Thomas Evanicki & Ashley Sharp                      Miguel & Alyssa Zavala     
                 with daughters Kamrie & Kyleigh                with son, Isaac 

NEW MEMBERS 



PAGE 14 REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & CHILD CARE - JULY 2013 

STEWARDSHIP 

Each July we celebrate the freedom that we enjoy 

as Americans. For example, we enjoy the freedom 

of religion.  That is a great blessing but, 

unfortunately, many people live as though freedom 

of religion means “freedom from religion.” We 

know better. Freedom is not so much “from” as it 

is “for.” And freedom is a gift that comes at a 

great cost. We do well to remember as Americans 

that our freedom was gained 

originally and is still being 

defended by those who have put 

their lives on the line so that we 

might remain free.  

It is a disgrace to enjoy our 

freedom without being thankful 

for the sacrifice that has made 

our freedom a reality. This is 

true not only of our freedom as 

Americans, but also of our 

freedom as Christians. We know 

that Jesus Christ shed His 

lifeblood as the sacrifice for our 

sins so that through faith in Him 

we have the forgiveness of sins 

which leads to real life and salvation. Our freedom 

from sin, death and everlasting condemnation is a 

gift—pure and simple. We could not earn it even if 

we had a thousand lifetimes to work for it. Only 

Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, could earn 

that freedom. And, thank God that His love for us 

was so great that He was willing to suffer all, even 

death, so that we might live in freedom, peace and 

hope.  

Unfortunately, some Christians seem to live as if 

the freedom that Christ won for us is a “freedom 

from” rather than a “freedom for.” St. Paul spoke 

so eloquently against this false notion when he 

penned these words in Galatians 5:13-14: You, my 

brothers were called to be free. But do not use 

your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, 

serve one another in love. The entire law is 

summed up in a single 

command: “Love your neighbor 

as yourself.”  

The truth is that we have been 

freed from the desire to use all of 

life, including our gifts of time, 

talent and treasure, in a purely 

selfish way. As Christian 

stewards we recognize that God 

is the Owner of all things and we 

are managers. Good managers 

use that which belongs to the 

Owner according to His 

purposes. A Lutheran leader of 

the past century said it so well: 

“Christian stewardship is 

everything I do after I say I believe.”  

May God help us, His freed people, to use all of 

life and life’s resources for His purposes. This is 

our proper response to the extravagant love and 

amazing grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. To do any 

less is to deny who and Whose we are!  

“Maturing stewards do the right things for the right 
reasons and strive for excellence in all they do!”     

The Board of Stewardship 

 

REDEEMER RED HATS 

The Redeemer Red Hats will have their luncheon on 
Tuesday, July 23rd at 12:00 Noon.  Please see the sign 

up sheet in the Narthex for more information. 
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July 2013July 2013July 2013July 2013 
Bible Lessons 

Chapel is on Tuesdays 

at 3:45 PM 
7/2 Paul Writes and 

Writes 
1 Thessalonians 
7/9 VBS 

7/16 Paul Sails for Rome 
Acts 27 

7/23 Paul and Timothy, 

Lois and Eunice 
2 Timothy 1 

7/30 John’s Vision of 

Heaven 
Revelation 21-22 

 
Dear God, 

Thank You for the 

letters Paul wrote that 

tell me about Jesus and 

how He is the Savior of 

all people.  Bless the 

special things I get to 

do today.    

Amen. 

Submitted by Wendy Horvath  

Birthdays 

7/7 Kamrie 

7/8 Rylan 

7/10 Arabella 

7/23 Mackenzie 

7/27 Isaiah 

7/28 Ms. Kali 

7/31 Zoe 

              
Closings 

Child Care will be closed 

July 4th 

 

 

Congratulations on 

your years of 

service! 

Ms. Kristy 1 year on 6/6 

Ms. Kali 8 year’s on 6/22 

 

 

 

 

Summer is here and we 

will be very busy with 

water days, field trips, 

the ice cream truck, 

special activities and 

more. 

 Special Days in 

July 

7/4 Independence Day  

7/8-7/12 VBS 

7/21 National Ice Cream 

Day 

 

 

Welcome to 

Redeemer! 

Dylan 

VBS 
 

 

 

Volunteers needed! 

      Happy 4      Happy 4      Happy 4      Happy 4thththth of July from of July from of July from of July from    

 Redeemer Child Care! Redeemer Child Care! Redeemer Child Care! Redeemer Child Care!    
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We, the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church are called into the service of our Lord by 
accepting His command (Matthew 28:18-20): 

• Making disciples of all nations/peoples. 
• Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

• Proclaiming the Gospel and teaching the Word.  
Christ’s love for us compels us to serve our neighbors as He served us. 
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